
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 
MMRB Liaison: DJ Culberson, (407) 247-0389 

 
MISSION 
 
Makes recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners for the effective operation of 
special projects or uses of the tourist development tax revenue. 

   
STATUS OF VACANCIES 
 
There are two vacancies on this nine-member board in the owner subject to the tax and owner or 
non-owner representative categories due to the final term expirations of David Bartek and Jesse 
Martinez. 
 
THE MMRB RECOMMENDS: 
 
Consideration of the appointment of Frederick W. Sawyers to succeed David Bartek in the owner 
subject to the tax representative category and Raman P. Rama to succeed Jesse Martinez in the 
owner or non-owner representative category with terms expiring April 30, 2029. 
      
APPLICANT OCCUPATION RACE ETHN GEN DIST 
      
Frederick W. Sawyers Evermore Orlando Resort/ 

Managing Director 
W NH M 1 

      
Raman P. Rama Sarona Hotels and Investments/ 

President 
A/PI NH * 1 

      
SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS: 

 
Frederick W. Sawyers: Mr. Sawyers is a managing director with Evermore Orlando Resort, 
where he has been employed for one year. He has a bachelor’s degree in economics from 
Stanford University. He is a member of the Central Florida Hotel and Lodging Association and 
Visit Orlando. 
 
Raman P. Rama: Mr. Rama is the president of Sarona Hotels and Investments, where he has 
been employed for 44 years. He has a bachelor’s degree in accounting and business 
management from the Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda. He is a member of the Asian 
American Hotel Owners Association and the Central Florida Hotel and Lodging Association. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Not Listed 
 



CURRENT BOARD 
 

 ORIGINAL TERM     
 APPOINTMENT EXPIRES RACE ETHN GEN DIST 
       

Orange County Mayor (Ex officio) 
Mayor Jerry L. Demings       
       
Elected Municipal Officials 
Mayor Buddy Dyer 08/05/03 04/30/27     
       
Mayor Angie Gardner 05/10/22 04/30/29     
       
Owner/Operator - Subject to the Tax     
Jodi Bainter 12/03/19 04/30/29 W NH F 3 
       
Jonathan McGavin 08/09/22 04/30/26 W NH M 1 
       
David Bartek 07/11/17 04/30/25 W NH M 1 
       
Non-Owner/Operator - Not Subject to the Tax 
Charles Hawkins II 05/23/23 04/30/29 B NH M 6 
       
John J. Stine 07/11/17 04/30/26 W NH M 1 
       
Owner or Non-Owner       
Jesse Martinez 07/11/17 04/30/25 A/PI H M 2  







Advisory Board Application for Appointment 

Date: 4/14/2025 

Application Number: 94262 

Name: Mr. Raman P. Rama 

Business Address: 
5750 T G Lee Boulevard 
Orlando, FL 32822 

Home Address: 
8060 Ludington Circle 
Orlando, FL 32836 

Mail Address: 
8060 Ludington Circle 
Orlando, FL 32836 

Email Address: rpr@saronaholdings.com 

Home Telephone Number: 
(864) 201-4895

Employer: Sarona Hotels & Investments 

Job Title: President 

Education: 
School: Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda
Degree: BA Accounting & Bus. Management 

Boards of Interest: 
Tourist Development Council 

Application Expires: 4/14/2027 

Work Telephone Number: 
Not Listed 

Years Employed: 44 

Tourist Development Tax Grant Application Review Committee 
Transportation Mobility Advisory Commission 

Licences/Certificates Information: Not Listed 

Personal History: I am a minority small business owner in the hospitality industry in Orlando City and 
County have 6 Hotels I have ownership in. I am a Tax Payer and want to participate in the decision making 
process on how our taxes allocated to promotion of the industry are utilized to get me maximum return on 
the investment I am a Certified Hotel Administrator and past president of HFTP indicted to Hospitality 
Industry Technology Hall of Fame have been bestowed with many awards because of my contribution to the 
Indistry in field of education and mentoring new generation of hoteliers serve on education committees and 
Board positions as well. I am active in the Hospitality own hotels that are branded with national brands like 
Hyatt, Marriott, Hilton, Wyndham and Intercontinental Hotels Group Holiday Inn. I bring Diversity and my 
experience in the industry to the table to do what is in the best interest of the community and industry we 
belong to . 

Prior Relationship with County: No 

Explain Prior Relationship: Not Listed 

Reference: Jan Gautam 
Phone Number: (321) 302-1258 
Capacity/ Relationship: Hotel Owner 

Reference: Robert Agrasi 
Phone Number: (407) 907-8082 
Capacity/ Relationship: CH FLA CEO President 

Reference: Frank Santos 
Phone Number: (407) 341-4800 
Capacity/ Relationship: Rosen Hotels CEO 

Professional Organizations: Asian American Hotel Owners Association 
From: 1989 





 

Current Applicants for the Tourist Development Council as of 5/1/2025 

Name Sex Race 
Hispanic 
Origin 

District/County Application Date 

Crown, Kathleen M. F Caucasian 
Not 
Hispanic  

Orange County District 3 8/14/2024 

Diamond, Leopold A M 
American 
Indian/Alaskan 

Hispanic  Orange County District 6 9/15/2024 

Elliott, Daniel James M 
Asian/Pacific 
Islander 

Not 
Hispanic  

Orange County District 5 5/10/2024 

Forrest, David Unlisted Unlisted Unlisted  Orange County District 5 8/14/2024 

Hill, John M Caucasian 
Not 
Hispanic  

Orange County District 4 7/2/2024 

Miller, Terrence M Unlisted 
Not 
Hispanic  

Orange County District 6 1/9/2025 

Rama, Raman P. Unlisted 
Asian/Pacific 
Islander 

Not 
Hispanic  

Orange County District 1 4/14/2025 

Sawyers, Frederick W. M Caucasian 
Not 
Hispanic  

Orange County District 1 4/11/2025 

Smith, Stefen Unlisted Unlisted 
Not 
Hispanic  

Orange County District 2 10/30/2024 

Smith-Kimes, Traci L. F Other 
Not 
Hispanic  

Orange County District 1 5/7/2023 

Whitely, Patsy F African American 
Not 
Hispanic  

Orange County District 2 12/16/2024 

Whittemore, Alan D. M Caucasian 
Not 
Hispanic  

Orange County District 4 8/14/2024 

Wood, Ella D. F Caucasian 
Not 
Hispanic  

Orange County District 5 1/31/2025 

 

 


	Affordable Housing Advisory Board
	AFFORDABLE HOUSING ADVISORY BOARD
	MMRB Liaison: Samuel Vilchez Santiago, (407) 459-2324
	MISSION 
	Provides assistance in the development of a housing assistance plan and housing incentive plan; assists in the development of incentives to promote affordable housing.


	STATUS OF VACANCIES
	APPLICANT
	Timothy L. Mixon

	DIST
	RACE
	4
	Not-For-Profit Provider of Affordable Housing
	5
	2
	Advocate for Low Income Persons
	4
	For-Profit Provider of Affordable Housing
	1
	Local Planning Agency
	Elected Official

	Agricultural Advisory Board
	AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD
	MMRB Liaison: DJ Culberson, (407) 247-0389
	MISSION 


	STATUS OF VACANCIES
	APPLICANT

	CURRENT BOARD
	DIST
	Equine/Livestock Industry

	RACE
	5
	5
	Plant/Foliage Nursery Industry
	Landscape/Water Management

	2
	3
	Allied Horticulture Industry

	4
	Fruit Crop Industry
	Urban Agriculture/Small Farms

	1
	Tree Producer/Arborist or At Large

	5
	Agricultural Education or At Large

	1

	Arts and Cultural Affairs Advisory Council
	ARTS AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS ADVISORY COUNCIL
	MMRB Liaison: Randy Ross, (407) 401-4409
	MISSION
	Studies potential uses of the Tourist Development Tax revenues and recommends allocation of county funding for arts and cultural affairs.


	STATUS OF VACANCIES
	APPLICANT
	John Hall

	DIST
	RACE
	5
	B
	1
	*
	*
	5
	M
	W
	3
	District 4

	M
	W
	4
	F
	W
	5
	District 6

	*
	*
	6
	*
	*
	5
	City of Orlando

	M
	W
	5
	F
	B
	United Arts of Central Florida, Inc.
	5
	M
	6
	At Large

	F
	B
	5
	F
	W

	Citizens' Commission for Children
	CITIZENS’ COMMISSION FOR CHILDREN
	MMRB Liaison: Meka Beacham, (407) 405-2943
	MISSION
	Collects information and data on the needs of children and families in Orange County and advises the Citizens’ Commission for Children Division on resources for children, youth, and families.


	STATUS OF VACANCIES
	APPLICANT
	Mildred “Milly” Dawson

	DIST
	RACE
	4
	M
	B
	6
	M
	B
	5
	M
	AI/A
	Orange County Superintendent or Designee
	DCF District Administrator or Designee 
	Juvenile Court Judge
	Orange County Health Department Director or Designee

	Commission on Aging
	COMMISSION ON AGING
	MMRB Liaison: Samuel Vilchez Santiago, (407) 459-2324
	MISSION


	STATUS OF VACANCIES
	There is one vacancy on this 11-member board due to the resignation of Anne Fulton. The terms of Paula M. Atkinson, Arlene J. Gonzalez, Mei H. Leung, George McZeal, Jr., and Natasha Player expire on June 30, 2025.
	DIST
	RACE
	2
	3
	F
	H
	O
	1
	NH
	W
	2
	M
	B
	Chairman – Community Partnerships Committee (Ex-officio)
	Area Agency on Aging CEO (Ex-officio, non-voting)
	Chairman of the City of Orlando's Mayor's Committee on Aging (Ex-officio, non-voting)

	Community Development Advisory Board
	COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY BOARD
	MMRB Liaison: Dr. Evelyn Cardenas, (319) 936-6416
	MISSION


	STATUS OF VACANCIES
	There are no vacancies on this seven-member board. The terms of Sabrina Persaud, Ross A. Piper, Lydia Pisano, and Rodney T. Rackley expires on June 30, 2025.
	DIST
	RACE
	1
	4
	5
	6

	Disability Advisory Board
	DISABILITY ADVISORY BOARD
	MMRB Liaison: Samuel Vilchez Santiago, (407) 459-2324
	MISSION


	STATUS OF VACANCIES
	There is one vacancy on this nine-member board in the at large representative category due to the removal of Kassanndra M. Santiago for non-attendance. The terms of John W. Ashton, James Byers IV, and Cathrina Grant expire on June 30, 2025.
	APPLICANT
	Jericka Knox

	DIST
	RACE
	1
	6
	1
	5
	6
	4
	3
	3
	3

	MWBE Advisory Committee
	M/WBE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
	MMRB Liaison: Nikki Mims, (407) 592-3435
	MISSION
	Assists the Board of County Commissioners and the Business Development Division in implementing the goals of the County’s Minority/Women Business Enterprise Ordinance to aid in the establishment of procedures to effectively carry out the ordinance.


	STATUS OF VACANCIES 
	There are no vacancies on this seven-member board. The terms of Jairo Batista, Celeste Cornileus, and Rod D. Thompson expire on June 30, 2025.
	DIST
	RACE
	2
	2
	2
	2
	6

	Neighborhood Grants Advisory Board
	NEIGHBORHOOD GRANTS ADVISORY BOARD
	MMRB Liaison: Randy Ross, (407) 401-4409
	MISSION
	Reviews and approves criteria and application forms for grant programs; oversees the application review process; approves recommended grant recipients; hears appeals; monitors the progress of grant recipients.


	STATUS OF VACANCIES
	There are no vacancies on this seven-member board. The terms of Erica Atterbury, Kourtney N. Dinkins, Daniel J. Elliott, and Jonathan Hacker expire on June 30, 2025.
	DIST
	RACE
	2
	4
	5
	6
	2

	Orange Blossom Trail Development Board
	ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL DEVELOPMENT BOARD
	MMRB Liaison: Lynetta Johnson, (310) 722-5919
	MISSION


	STATUS OF VACANCIES
	There is one vacancy on this nine-member board due to the removal of Jeff Robinson III for non-attendance.
	APPLICANT
	Morgan Hostetler

	DIST
	RACE
	4
	3
	6
	5

	Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
	PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD
	MMRB Liaison: DJ Culberson, (407) 247-0389
	MISSION 
	Considers present and future needs of the park system, including possible expansions or major capital improvements; recommends park programs to the Board of County Commissioners.


	STATUS OF VACANCIES  
	There are no vacancies on this 11-member board. The terms of Kelly J. Dudek, Pastor David L. Outing, Patrick Panza, and Debra Stevens will expire on June 30, 2025.
	DIST
	RACE
	District 1
	1
	District 2
	District 3
	3
	District 4
	4
	District 5
	District 6
	Mayor’s At Large
	Senior Citizen Representative
	1
	Youth Recreational Activities Representative
	Natural Resource/Environmental Representative
	2
	Bicycle and Pedestrian Concern Representative
	5

	Sustainability Advisory Board
	SUSTAINABILITY ADVISORY BOARD
	MMRB Liaison: Nikki Mims, (407) 592-3435
	MISSION:
	Reviews progress and provide recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners on implementation of the Sustainability Plan and any adjustments to the Sustainability Plan.


	STATUS OF VACANCIES
	There are no vacancies on this nine-member board. The terms of Clifford Hughley, Dr. Shauna M. Junco, Ian Lahiff, and Susanne M. Torriente expire on June 30, 2025.
	DIST
	RACE
	Economic Development or Business
	Environmental Protection, Natural Resources Mgmt, or Urban Tree Canopy Mgmt
	Social Services or Community Health
	5
	Arts and Cultural Affairs or At Large
	Urban Planning or Transportation Planning
	Education or At Large
	Housing and Community Development Leadership
	Smart Infrastructure or Resiliency
	Renewable Energy or High-Performance Buildings

	Tourist Development Council
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
	MMRB Liaison: DJ Culberson, (407) 247-0389
	MISSION


	STATUS OF VACANCIES
	There are two vacancies on this nine-member board in the owner subject to the tax and owner or non-owner representative categories due to the final term expirations of David Bartek and Jesse Martinez.
	APPLICANT
	Frederick W. Sawyers
	Raman P. Rama

	DIST
	RACE
	Orange County Mayor (Ex officio)
	Elected Municipal Officials
	1
	1
	Non-Owner/Operator - Not Subject to the Tax
	6
	1
	2




