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SUBJECT: October 24, 2023 - Public Hearing Item 
Proposed Amendments to Chapter 5 (Dangerous Dogs) 

On Tuesday, September 26, 2023, staff provided a work session to the Board related 
to a requested update to the Orange County Code of Ordinances, specifically Chapter 
5, Sections 29, 31 , 32, 32.1 , and 50. The work session identified how the existing 
ordinance language is stricter than the Florida State Statute 767 .12 for dangerous dog 
classification and why that discrepancy between the language has become challenging 
from a legal standpoint. 

The work session proposed updating the ordinance language to mirror that of the 
Florida State Statute as well as an update to the appellate process, sunsetting the 
existing Classification Committee and utilizing a special magistrate. This appeal 
process is in alignment with benchmark and neighboring counties. 

Staff wi ll be requesting Board approval for ordinance updates related to the dangerous 
dog program in an effort to standardize the language, streamline the process and strive 
for consistency in results for the benefit of our citizens and their pets. 

ACTION REQUESTED Adoption o(an ordinance amending Sections 5-29, 5-31 , 5-
32, 5-32.1, and 5-50 of the Orange County Code 
concerning Animal Services and Dangerous Dog 
proceedings. 



2 ORDINANCE NO. 2023-

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING ANIMAL SERVICES 
4 AND DANGEROUS DOG PROCEEDINGS IN ORANGE 

COUNTY, FLORIDA; AMENDING SECTIONS 5-29, 5-31, 5-
6 32, 5-32.1, AND 5-50 OF ORANGE COUNTY CODE TO 

PROVIDE ADDITIONAL 
8 PROCEDURAL DUE PROCESS REQUIREMENTS FOR 

CLASSIFICATION OF DOGS AS DANGEROUS; 
10 AMENDING THE DEFINITION OF A DANGEROUS DOG 

AND PROPER ENCLOSURE OF A DANGEROUS DOG; 
12 REMOVING THE DEFINITION OF POTENTIALLY 

DANGEROUS DOG, AND ALL RFERENCES THEREIN; 
14 PROVIDING FOR AN APPOINTMENT OF A PRIMARY 

SPECIAL MAGISTRATE, AND TWO ALTERNATE 
16 SPECIAL MAGISTRATES; PROVIDING THE 

DEFINITION OF PRIMARY SPECIAL MAGISTRATE AND 
18 ALTERNATE SPECIAL MAGISTRATE; ESTABLISHING 

THE CONDUCT OF HEARINGS BEFORE THE SPECIAL 
20 MAGISTRATE; PROVIDING THE PROCEDURAL 

PROCESS FOR UNCLASSIFIED DOGS THAT CAUSE 
22 DEATH; PROVIDING FOR ALTERNATIVE 

CONFINEMENT AND QUARANTINE LOCATIONS OF 
24 DANGEROUS DOGS; EXEMPTIONS; APPEALS; 

UNLAWFUL ACTS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
26 EFFECTIVE DATE. 
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WHEREAS, Fla. Stat.§ 767.11 provides the definitions of "dangerous dog" and "proper 
28 enc losure of a dangerous dog," 

WHEREAS, Fla. Stat. §767.12(2) outlines the circumstances when a dog may not be 
30 declared dangerous, 

WHEREAS, Fla. Stat. §767.12(3) estab lishes the procedural due process requirements for 
32 dog owners prior to the "dangerous" declaration becoming final , and mandates that each applicable 

local governing authority establish provisions that conform to this section of the state statute; 

34 WHEREAS, Fla. Stat. §767.14 grants a local government authorization to place additional 
restrictions or requirements on dangerous dogs and their owners, provided that such restrictions 

36 are not breed-specific and do not lessen the statutory requ irements; 

WHEREAS, Section 5-29 of Orange County Code contains the applicable definitions as 
38 used within Chapter 5 of the same; 

WHEREAS, Section 5-32 of Orange County Code outlines the procedure and criteria used 
40 by the Animal Services Division Manager when considering whether to declare a dog as 
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dangerous; establishes the current process for challenging dangerous dog declarations, and sets the 
42 confinement and quarantine requirements for dogs under investigation; 

WHEREAS, the Orange County Board of County Commissioners desires to amend 
44 Sections 5-32 and 5-32.1 of Orange County Code to clarify the Division's procedures, to ensure 

equal due process of law to the dog owners as well as the County; 

46 WHEREAS, an amendment of this Chapter and the applicable definitions herein 1s 
necessary to comply with state law; and 

48 WHEREAS, the Orange County Board of County Commissioners finds that the 
appointment of a neutral Special Magistrate and two alternates to preside over Dangerous Dog 

50 proceedings in the County is necessary to further the County's objective of providing additional 
due process safeguards for owners of dangerous dogs; 

52 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF ORANGE 

COUNTY, FLORIDA: 

54 Section 1. Amendment to Section 5-29. Section 5-29 ("Definitions") is amended to 

read as follows, with additions being shown by underlines and deletions being shown by 

56 strikethrough: 

58 

60 

62 

64 

66 

68 

70 

72 

Section 5-29.- Definitions. 

Dangerous dog shall mean any dog that, according to the 
animal services division records ; other animal control or law 
enforcement authorities; or as attested to by sworn affidavit: 

(1) Has aggressively bitten, attacked or endangered; or 
has inflicted severe injury on a human being on 
public or private property; QLincluding the 
owner' s property other than in defense of the 
owner, or the owner's home, in response to an 
action of the person injured or attacked; 

(2) Has severely injured or killed a domestic animal 
v,rhile off the ovmer's property; Has more than 
once severely injured or killed a domestic animal 
while off the owner's property; or 
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74 

76 

78 

80 

82 

84 

86 

88 

90 

92 

94 

96 

98 

100 

102 

104 

106 

108 

110 

112 

(3)Has been used primarily for the purpose of dog 
fighting or is a dog trained for dog fighting; or 

E41 ill Has, when unprovoked, chased or approached a 
person upon the streets, sidewalks or any public 
grounds in a menacing fashion or apparent attitude 
of attack; provided that such actions are attested to 
in a sworn statement by one (l) or more persons 
and dutifully investigated by the animal services 
division. 

(5) Dogs used by lav,1 enforcement officials for la\¥ 
enforcement 1,vork are exempt from dangerous dog 
classification. 

Dangerous dog registration Certificate ofregistratioH shall 
mean a county division issued registration form 
acknowledging that the owner has properly registered a 
dangerous dog in Orange County. dangerous or potentially 
da-ngerous dog registration issued pursua-nt to this article. 

Potentially Dangerous shall mean any dog that, according to animal 
services division records, other animal control or 18:\v 
enforcement authorities, or as attested to by sworn affidavit, has 
posed a threat to public safety by: 

a. Causing injury to a person or domestic animal that is less than a 
severe injury; or 

b. Without provocation, chasing or menacing a person or a domestic 
a-nimal that is less than a severe injur)'; or 

c. Without provocation, repeatedly acting in a highly aggressive 
manner within a fenced yard/ enc losure and appears to a 
reasonable person able to jump over or escape. 

d. Dogs used by lav,r enforcement officials for law enforcement 
work are e>Eempt from potentially dangerous dog classification. 

Proper enclosure of a dangerous dog shall mean that while on 
the owner's property a dangerous dog is securely confined 
indoors either indoor or outdoor. When confined indoor, the dog 
shall be, ef in a securely enclosed and locked pen or structure 
suitable to prevent the entry of yo ung children and designed to 
prevent the animal from escaping. Such pen or structure shall 
have secure sides, top, and floori ng to prevent the dog from 
escaping over, under or through the structure and shall also 
provide adequate ventil atio n and protection from the elements . 
When confined outdoor, the dog shall be confined within a 
securely constructed locked pen or structure, and contained 
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114 

116 

118 

120 

122 

124 

126 

128 

130 

132 

134 

136 

138 

140 

within a fenced or gated area that is in good repair and condition. 
Such pen or structure shall have secure sides, top, and flooring to 
prevent the dog from escaping over, under or through the 
structure and shall also provide adequate venti lation and 
protection from the elements. The dog must be unable to climb 
over, dig under, or in any way pass or reach through the structure 
and fe nced area. The owner may exercise the dog in a securely 
fenced or enclosed area that does not have a top, without a 
muzzle or leash, if the dog remains within his or her sight and 
only members of the immediate household are allowed in the 
enclosure when the dog is present. Exercise of the dog in this 
manner shall only occur within the owner's property boundaries . 

Pr&J3er e,wiesure r>ja potentially dangerous dog shall mean a 
secure ly constructed fence area, in good repair and condition, that 
the dog is unable to climb over, dig under, or in any way pass or 
reach through if the dog is to be al101,ved off leash outside the 
owner's residence. This area must have secure gates that are to be 
locked at all times when the animal is present. 

Provoked shall mean to tease, molest, torment, abuse, or assault a 
domestic animal. or to instigate behavior in a-4,g eH7at that may 
lead to the animal attacking or biting a person or another 
domestic animal. 

Special magistrate means a person authorized to hold hearings 
for the purpose of determining whether the division manager 's 
initial determination of a dog as dangerous shall be upheld . This 
definition shall also app ly to alternate special magistrate. 
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Section 2. Amendment to Section 5-31. Section 5-31 ("An imal Services Divi sion 

142 Manager") is amended to read as follows , with additions being shown by underlines and deletions 

being shown by strikethrough: 

144 Sec. 5-31. - Animal Services Division Manager. 

(f) The division manager and animal services officers may capture, seize or pick up: 
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(3) Any dangerous or potentially dangerous dog not in compliance with the 
written notification of their classification; 

( 4) Any dog being considered for dangerous or potentially dangerous 
classification; 

Section 3. Amendment to Section 5-32. Section 5-32 ("Classification of dogs as 

dangerous or potentially dangerous; confinement and quarantine of animals; exemption; appeals; 

152 unlawful acts") is amended to read as fo llows, with additions being shown by underlines and 

deletions being shown by strikethrough: 

154 

156 

158 

160 

162 

164 

166 

168 

170 

172 

174 

176 

178 

180 

182 

Sec. 5-32. Classification of dogs as dangerous; or potentially 
dangerous; confinement and quarantine requirements of 
dangerous dogs; animals; exemptions; exemption; 
requirements for owners of dangerous dogs; conduct of special 
magistrate hearings; and appeals. unlawful aets. 

(a) The animal services division shall investigate incidents 
involving any dog that may be dangero us or potentially 
dangerous and shall, if possible, interview the owner and 
require a sworn affidavit from any person, all interested parties, 
including any animal control officer or law enforcement 
officer, desiring to have a dog classified as dangerous. er 
potentially dangerous. The discretion to classify a dog as 
dangerous lies with the division manager or in the event of 
their unavailability, their designee. An animal that is subject to 
a dangerous or potentially dangerous dog investigation will be 
impounded at animal services pending the outcome of the 
investigation. If the division manager or designee classifies a 
dog as dangerous, it shall not be released to its owner until the 
requirements in subsection (h)l-8 are met. and resolution of 
any hearings related to the dangerous or potentially dangerous 
dog classification. Alternative impoundment locations will 
on ly be considered for extenuating circumstances and are 
subject to the division manager or designee's discretion and 
approval. An alternative impoundment location will not be 
considered for a dog that is already subject to dangerous dog 
restrictions and offends a second time. A dog that is the subject 
of a dangerous dog investigation shall not be relocated or have 
its ownership transferred until the conclusion of the 
investigation or any legal or quasi-judicial proceedings related 
to the classification of a dangerous dog. Before ownership of a 
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186 

188 

190 

192 

194 

196 

198 

200 

202 

204 

206 

208 

210 

212 

214 

216 

218 

220 

222 

224 

226 

228 

dangerous dog is transferred, the new owner shal l comply with 
all dangerous dog requirements, including payment of any 
outstanding fees, and provide the name, address, and telephone 
number of the new owner to the division . The new owner must 
compl y with all dangerous dog restrictions and requirements in 
this section, even if the animal is moved from one local 
jurisdiction to another within the state. A dog that is fac ing a 
humane euthanasia penalty because ofreoffend ing shall not be 
relocated or have its ownership transferred. No dog that is the 
subject of a dangerous dog investigation may be relocated or 
ownership transferred pending the outcome of an investigation 
or any hearings related to the determination of a dangerous dog 
or potentially dangerous classification. 

(b) By resolution, the board of county commissioners will appoint 
an animal serv ices classification committee a primary special 
magistrate and two alternate special magistrates, and delineate 
-its their duties and responsibilities. 

(c) The division manager or designee shall make an initial 
determination as to whether there is suffic ient cause to classify 
the dog as dangerous. The division manager or designee shall 
classify any dog as dangerous if he or she determines that the 
dog meets the requirements for a dangerous dog as specified in 
section 5-29 of this article. A dog shall not be classified as 
dangerous if the threat, injury or damage was sustained by a 
person who, at the time, was unlawfully on the property, or 
while lawfully on the property, provoked the dog or its owner 
or a fam ily member or a guest of the owner. No dog may be 
classified as dangerous if the dog was protecting or defending 
the human being within the immediate vicinity of the dog from 
an unjustified attack or assault. Any dog that is owned, or the 
service of which is employed by a law enforcement agency, is 
exempt from the dangerous dog classification. Any dog used as 
a service dog for blind, hearing impaired, or disabled persons 
that bites another animal or a human is exempt from any 
quarantine requirement fo llowing such bite if the dog has a 
current rabies vaccination that was administered by a I icensed 
veterinarian. The division manager shall make an initial 
determination as to v,rhether there is sufficient cause to classify 
the dog as dangerous or potentially dangerous. The division 
manager shall classify any dog as a dangerous or potentially 
dangerous dog in the event he/she determines that the dog 
meets the requirements for dangerous or potentially dangerous 
dog as specified in section 5 29, Orange County Code. A dog 
shall not be classified as dangerous or potentially dangerous if 
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248 
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260 

262 

264 

266 

268 
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272 

274 

the threat, injury, or damage was sustained by a person v,1ho, at 
the time, was unlawfully on the property, or 1.vhile lawfully on 
the property, tormented, abused or assaulted the animal or its 
owner or a family member or a guest of the owner. No dog 
may be classified as dangerous or potentially dangerous if the 
dog 1,vas protecting or defending a human being 1.vithin the 
immediate vicinity of the dog from an unjustified attack or 
assault. The division manager shall provide 1n'fitten notice to 
the owner or keeper of such animal by registered mail , certified 
hand delivery, or service in conformance with the provisions of 
F.8. oh. 4 8, relating to service of process. The written notice 
shall include the basis for declaring the dog dangerous or 
potential ly dangerous, a description of the dog, and the 
responsibility of the owner or keeper for maintenance of the 
dog. If the owner decides to appeal the initial determination of 
dangerous or potentially dangerous, they may request a hearing 
before the animal services classification committee to show 
cause why such dog should not be declared dangerous or 
potentially dangerous. The request for a hearing must be filed , 
in v,'fiting, with the division manager within seven (7) working 
days after receipt of written notice of the division manager's 
determination or action. The 1,vritten hearing request must 
briefly state the grounds therefore and list the names and 
addresses of any witnesses the owner intends to call at the 
hearing. If the division manager receives a timely written 
request for a hearing regarding a dangerous or potentially 
dangerous dog classification, he/she shall immediately refer the 
request, completed investigation, and initial determination to 
the classification committee. The classification committee shall 
schedule a hearing to be held not more than t\venty one (21) 
1,vorking days and no sooner than five (5) 1,vorking days after 
the division manager's receipt of the request from the owner. 

(d) The division manager or designee shall provide written notice 
of the initial determination and sufficient cause finding to the 
owner or keeper of such animal by certified mail, hand 
delivery, or service in conformance with the provisions of F.S. 
ch. 48, relating to serv ice of process. The written notice shall 
include the basis for declaring the dog dangerous, a description 
of the dog, the responsibility of the owner or keeper for 
maintenance of the dog, and a notice informing the owner that 
they may contest the division manager' s decision. If.the 
classification committee upholds the division manager's 
determination that a dog is dangerous or potentially dangerous, 
the division manager shall send a written notice of such 
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classification, by registered mail or certified hand delivery, to 
the ovmer of the animal classified as dangerous or potentially 
dangerous. If the classification committee upholds the division 
manager's determination that the dog is dangerous or 
potentially dangerous, or if the classification committee is 
unable to meet the time frames set fo rth in this section, or is 
unable to make a decision, the ovmer may file a written request 
1.vith the clerk of the court for a de novo evidentiary hearing in 
the county court, pursuant to F.S. § 767.12, to appeal the 
classification ·.vithin ten (10) business days after receipt of the 
classification committee's determination of dangerous or 
potentially dangerous dog classification. The owner must 
confine the dog in accordance with subsection 5 32(e) as 
defined pending a resolution of the appeal. 

(e) If the owner decides to contest the initial determination of 
dangerous, they may request a hearing before the special 
magistrate to show cause why such dog should not be declared 
dangerous. The request for a hearing must be filed, in writing, 
with the division manager or designee within seven (7) 
calendar days after receipt of written notice of the division 
manager's initial determination and suffici ent cause finding. 

.L. All evidence intended to be used by the dog 
owner at the hearing, including the names and 
addresses of all witnesses the owner intends to 
call to testify, must be submitted to the div ision 
at least three (3) business days prior to the 
hearing. Evidence that is submitted outside of 
that timeframe may be excluded at the 
discretion of the special magistrate. The animal 
services division shall present evidence to 
support the initial determination of dangerous 
and sufficient cause finding. The owner may 
present ev idence to show cause why such dog 
should not be declared dangerous. The special 
magistrate shall consider all relevant evidence 
that is presented at the hearing and shall make a 
final decision, by preponderance of the 
evidence, to determine if the dog shall continue 
its classification as dangerous or if the defenses 
outlined in subsection (c) preclude such 
classification. Formal rules of evidence shall not 
apply, but fundamental due process shall be 
observed and shall govern the proceedings. 
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336 

338 
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362 
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2. The special magistrate, county attorney or their 
designee, animal services staff, attorney for the 
dog owner, or the dog owner may inquire of any 
witness that testifies. Third party attendees will 
be allotted three (3) minutes to speak at the 
hearing if they wish to do so. The special 
magistrate may lessen the time at his or her 
discretion if the testimony is repetitive or 
irrelevant. 

Within fourteen (14) calendar days after a dog has been classified 
as dangerous or potentially dangerous, the 0 1,vner of the dog must 
obtain a certificate of registration and dangerous or potentially 
dangerous dog identification tag for the dog from the animal 
services division. The dog shall 1.vear the identification tag at all 
times. The certificate of registration shall be renevred annually. 
Certificates of registration shall only be issued to persons who are 
at least eighteen (18) years of age and who present to the animal 
services division sufficient e:vidence of: 

(1) A current certificate of rabies :vaccination for the dog. The current 
rabies vaccination tag shall be displayed on the dog at all times. 

(2) An approved enclosure to confine a dangerous or potentially 
dangerous dog and the posting of the premises with a clearly 
visible warning sign at all entry points that informs both children 
and adults of the presence of a dangerous or potentially dangerous 
dog on the property. 

(3) Permanent identification of the dog, such as a tattoo on the inside 
thigh or electronic implantation. 

(4) Landlord's written aclmowledgment that a dangerous or potentially 
dangerous dog will be housed on property owned by landlord. 

(5) Completion of the county's responsible pet ownership class. 

(f) If the division manager or their designee receives a timely 
written request for a hearing regarding a dangerous dog 
classification, he or she shall immediately refer the request, 
completed investigation, and initial determination to the county 
attorney or their designee for presentation to the special magistrate. 
The division manager or designee shall schedule a hearing to be 
held before the special magistrate not more than twenty-one (21) 
calendar days and no sooner than five (5) calendar days after the 
division manager or designee ' s receipt of the request from the 
owner. 
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1. If the owner fails to timely request a hearing 
before the special magistrate to contest the 
dangerous dog classification or proposed penalty, 
the initial determination of the division manager 
shall become final. The owner shall have thirty (30) 
calendar days to comply with the requirements 
outlined in subsection (h)]-8 . If compli ance with in 
that timeframe is not met, the dog shall be deemed 
abandoned, as defined in section 5-29 and F.S. 
§705.19. There shall be no exceptions to th is 
prov1s1on. 

2. The hearing may be continued by the special 
magistrate one (l) time, for good cause, by written 
request from the dog owner. If the dog owner 
requests to continue the hearing, the owner 
voluntarily waives their right to have the case heard 
within the timeframe outlined above. In the unlikely 
event that the primary special magistrate or the 
alternate special magistrates are unavailable to hear 
the case within the timeframe outlined above, the 
initial determination shal l be rescinded by the 
division manager or designee, and all fees paid, 
excluding quarantine fees and fees for any medical 
services rendered, shall be refunded to the dog 
owner. A copy of an order of continuance shall be 
made avai lable to al l parties and witnesses. A 
continuance shall not occur if the hearing requested 
before the special magistrate is one to contest the 
penalty of euthanasia. 

A dog classified as dangerous or potentially dangerous must be 
pennanently steri lized within fourteen (14) calendar days 
following such classification by the division manager, or in the 
event of a timely appeal of such classification, within fourteen (14) 
calendar days following affirmation of the dangerous or potentially 
dangerous dog classification by the classification committee or 
1tvithin fourteen (14) calendar days of the classification as a 
dangerous or potentially dangerous dog being upheld by a county 
OOUfl,-

(g) If the special magistrate upholds the division manager 's 
determination that the dog is dangerous, the special magistrate 
shall prepare a written final order within five (5) business days to 
be given to the division manager or designee, and the division 
manager or designee shal I send a copy of said order by certified 
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432 

434 

436 

438 

440 

442 

444 
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448 

mail with return receipt req uested, to the owner of the dog 
classified as dangerous. The dog owner may appeal a final 
administrative order to the circuit court within thirty (30) days 
from receipt of the final order in accordance with F.S. §767.12(4) 
and the Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. The owner must 
comply with all dangerous dog requirements and restrictions 
outlined in subsection (h)l-8 of this article, including confinement 
to a proper enclosure for a dangerous dog as defined in section 5-
29 while any legal or quasi-judicial proceeding regarding the dog' s 
classification is pending. No dog impounded pursuant to a 
dangerous or potentially dangerous dog investigation or 
classification shall be released to its owner or keeper until all 
requirements in subsections 5 32(e) and (f) are met. 

(h) The owner of a dog declared as dangerous must sign a 
registration form, pay all impoundment, registration and quarantine 
fees, and obtain a dangerous dog identification tag for the dog from 
the animal services division. The dog shall wear the identification 
tag at all times. The registration shall be renewed annually upon a 
satisfactory home inspection and payment of all renewal fees. 
Registration shall only be issued to the dog owner, provided that 
the individual is at least eighteen (18) years of age. The 
requirements and restrictions to keep and maintain a dangerous 
dog are: 

l. A current certificate of rabies vaccination for the 
dog. The current rabies vaccination tag shall be 
displayed on the dog at all times. 

2. An approved enclosure to confine a dangerous 
dog and the posting of the premises with clearly 
visible "bad dog" signs, to be obtained from the 
division, at all entry points that informs both 
chi ldren and adults of the presence of a dangerous 
dog. 

3. Permanent identification of the dog, such as 
electronic implantation. 

4. Permanent steri lization of the dog. 

5. Landlord' s written and notarized 
acknowledgement that a dangerous dog is permitted 
to be housed on the property owner by the 
Landlord. This form shall be obtained from the 
animal services division. This requirement will not 
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478 
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app ly if the property where the dangerous dog is to 
be confined is owned by the owner of the dog. 

6. Completion of the division 's respons ible pet 
ownership class. 

7. Possession and use of a muzzle that is made in a 
manner that will not cause injury to the dog or 
interfere with its vision or respiration but wi ll 
prevent it from biting a person or animal. The dog 
must wear the muzzle at all times when outside of 
an approved enclosure and off of the owner' s 
property. 

8. Possession and use of a non-retractable leash 
with a maximum length of 4 (four) feet, that is 
controlled by a competent adult when the dog is 
outside of an approved enclosure and off of the 
owner's property. 

Owners of dangerous dogs shall have thirty (30) calendar days 
from receipt of the spec ial magistrate ' s final order or the 
conclusion of an appeal to the circuit court to comply with these 
requirements. If compliance within that timeframe is not met, the 
dog shall be deemed abandoned, as defined in section 5-29 of this 
article and F.S. §705.19. No dog shall be released to its owner 
unless the above requirements are met within this timeframe. 

The owner shall notify the animal sencices division within twenty 
four (24) hours when a dog that has been classified as dangerous or 
potentially dangerous: 

(1) Is loose or unconfined; 

(2)Has bitten a human being or attacked another animal ; 

(3)Is sold, or given away, or dies; or 

(4)Is moved to another address . 

Prior to a dangerous or potentially dangerous dog being so ld or 
given away, the owner shall provide the name, address and 
telephone number of the ne\V owner to the animal services 
division. The new owner must comply 1,vith all of the requirements 
of this article and F.8. §§ 767.10 through 767.15, even if the dog is 
moved from one (1) local jurisdiction to another within the state. 
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An animal control authority must be notified by the owner of a dog 
classified as dangerous or potentially dangerous that the dog is in 
its jurisdiction. 

(i) The owner shall notify the animal services division within 
twenty-four (24) hours when a dog has been classified as 
dangerous: 

1. Is loose or unconfined; 

2. Has bitten a human being or attacked another animal; 

3. Is sold, or given away, or dies; or 

4. Is moved to another address; or 

Prior to a dangerous dog being sold or given away, the owner shall 
provide the name, address and telephone number of the new owner 
to the animal services division. The new owner must comply with 
all of the requirements of this article and F.S . §§ 767.12 and 
767.13, even if the dog is moved from one local jurisdiction to 
another within the state. An animal control authority must be 
notified by the owner of a dog classified as dangerous that the dog 
is in its jurisdiction. When a dog has been declared dangerous in 
another jurisdiction and is relocated to Orange County, the owner 
of the dangerous dog or dogs shall have thirty (30) calendar days 
from receipt of written notification from the division to comply 
with all restrictions and requirements outlined in subsection (h)l-8 . 
Failure to comply within that timeframe is a violation of this 
article. It is a violation for the ovmer of a dangerous dog to permit 
the dog to be outside an approved enclosure unless the dog is 
muzzled and restrained by a substantial chain or leash, not to 
e)rneed four (4) feet in length, and under the control of a competent 
adult. The muzzle shall be made in a manner that 1,vill not cause 
injury to the dog or interfere with its vision or respiration, but shall 
prevent it from biting any person or animal. When being 
transported, such dogs shall be safely and securely restrained 
within a vehicle. 

U) It is a violation of this article for the owner of a dangerous dog 
to allow the dangerous dog to be off leash and unmuzzled when 
not kept inside an approved enclosure for a dangerous dog. It is a 
violation of this article for the owner of a dangerous dog to allow 
the dog to be left alone and unsupervised outside an approved 
enclosure for a dangerous dog. When being transported, such dog 
or dogs shall be safely and securely confined within a vehicle. This-
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section does not apply to dogs used by law enforcement officials 
for lmv enforcement work. 

(k) If any dog is not declared dangerous by the division manager or 
designee, or if the classification determined by the division 
manager or designee is not upheld in further legal or quasi-judicial 
proceedings, the dog will be released to the custody of the owner. 
In such event, the owner shall not be liable for impoundment costs 
of the dog; but shall be responsible for all quarantine fees, and any 
additional fees arising from any veterinary services that were 
rendered to the dog either at the request of the owner, or if 
immediate medical care was necessary while the dog was in the 
care of the animal services division. These fees may be waived at 
the division manager or designee ' s discretion. It is a violation of 
this article for the owner of a potentially dangerous dog to allow 
the potentially dangerous dog to be off leash 1,vhen not kept inside 
the owner's residence or within a securely fenced area. It is a 
violation for the owner of a potentially dangerous dog to allow the 
dog to be left alone and unsupervised outside the ovmer's 
residence. When being transported, such dogs shall be safe ly and 
securely restrained 1Nithin a vehicle, using an approved tether 
system. 

(I) The division manager, their designee or an animal services 
officer may issue notice of propensity letters to owners of dogs, 
subsequent to an initial bite or documented aggressive behavior 
toward a person or domestic animal. Owners of previously 
declared dangerous or potentially dangerous dogs shall have sbEty 
(60) calendar days from the adoption of this article to comply with 
all requirements for the registration of a dangerous or potentially 
dangerous dog as stated in subsection 5 21(d). Failure to comp ly 
within sixty (60) days 1.vill result in the issuance of a Category I 
violation, pursuant to section 5 50. In addition, the dangerous or 
potentially dangerous dog shall be impounded and held for ten (10) 
calendar days after the ovmer is given written notification 
under section 5 32, and thereafter destroyed in an expeditious and 
humane manner. This ten day time period shall allow the owner to 
request a hearing under section 5 32. The owner shall be 
responsible for payment of all boarding costs and other fees as may 
be required to humanely and safely keep the dog during any appeal 
procedure. 

(m) The victim of any dog bite or attack may appeal the decision 
of the division or the classification committee if the dog is not 
declared dangerous . 
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Section 4. 

(n) If any dog is not declared dangerous or potentially dangerous 
or if the classification determined by the division manager is not 
upheld in further appeal procedures, the dog will be released to the 
custody of the owner. In such event, the ovmer shall not be liable 
for costs of impoundment of the dog and the quarantine fees. 

(o) The division manager may issue notice of propensity letters to 
owners of dogs, subsequent to an initial bite or documented 
aggressiYe behavior toward a person or domestic animal. 
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Amendment to Section 5-32.1. Section 5-32.1 ("Attack or bite by dangerous dog; 

576 penalties; confiscation; destruction") is amended to read as fo llows, with additions being shown 

by underlines and deletions being shown by strikethrough: 

578 

580 

582 

584 

586 

588 

590 

592 

594 

596 

598 

600 

602 

Sec. 5-32.1. - Attack or bite by dangerous dog; attack by unclassified dog that causes 

death; penalties; appeals; confiscation; destruction. 

(a) If a dog that has previously been declared dangerous under th is 
~ attacks or bites a person or domestic animal without 
provocation, the owner of the dog, upon conviction, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in F.S. § 
775.082 or F.S. § 775.083. In addition , the dangerous dog shall 
be immediately confiscated by the animal services divis ion, 
placed in quarantine, if necessary, for the proper length of time, 
er impounded and held for ten (10) calendar working days after 
the owner is given written notification under section 5-32ffi of 
this article and F.S. §767.12 , and thereafter destroyed in an 
expeditious and humane manner. This ten-day time period shall 
allow the owner to request a hearing before the special magistrate 
under section 5-32(£) and F.S. §767.12. The owner shall be 
responsible for payment of all boarding costs and other fees as 
may be required to humanely and safely keep the dog until the 
conclusion of any legal or quasi-judicial proceedings. during any 
appeal procedure. 

(b) Pursuant to F.S . § 767.13 , if a dog that has been previously 
declared dangerous under th is article aggressively attacks and 
causes severe injury to or death of any human or domestic 
animal, the owner of the dog, upon conviction, is guilty of a 
felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in F.S . §§ 
775.082, 775.083 or 775 .084. In addition , the dog shall be 
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immediately confiscated by the animal services division, placed 
in quarantine, if necessary, for the proper length of time or held 
for ten (10) calendar working days after the owner is given 
written notification under_section 5-32ffi and F.S. §767.12 , and 
thereafter destroyed in an expeditious and humane manner. This 
ten-day time period shall allow the owner to request a hearing 
under section 5-32(f) and F.S. §767.12. The owner shall be 
responsible for payment of all boarding costs and such other fees 
as may be required to humanely and safely keep the dog until the 
conclusion of any legal or quasi-judicial proceedings. during any 
appeal procedure. 

(c) If the owner files a written appeal to the circuit court under F.S. 
§767.12(4) to contest the proposed penalty of humane euthanasia, 
the dog must be held and may not be destroyed whi le the appeal 
is pending. Pursuant to F.S. § 767.13 , if a dog that has not been 
declared dangerous under this article attacks and causes severe 
injury to or death of any human, the dog shall be immediately 
confiscated by the animal services division, placed in quarantine, 
if necessary, for the proper length oftime or held for ten (10) 
calendar days after the owner has been given 1,1,rritten notification 
under section 5 32, and thereafter shall be destroyed in an 
e~cpeditious and humane manner. This ten day time period shall 
allow the owner to request a hearing under section 5 32. The 
owner shall be responsible for payment of all boarding costs and 
any other fees as may be required to humanely and safely keep 
the dog during any appeal procedure. In addition if the owner of 
the dog had prior knowledge of the dog's dangerous propensities, 
yet demonstrated a reckless disregard for such propensities under 
the circumstances, the ovmer of the dog is guilty of a 
misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in 
F.S . § 775 .082 or 775.083. 

(d) If a dog attacks or bites a person who is engaged in or attempting to 
engage in a criminal activity at the time of the attack, the owner 
is not guilty of any crime specified under this section. 

(e) Pursuant to F.S . § 767.135, if a dog that has not been declared 
dangerous under section 5-32 of this article attacks and causes 
the death of any human, the dog shal l be immediately confiscated 
by the animal services division, placed in quarantine, if 
necessary, for the proper length of time or held for ten (l 0) 
working days after the owner has been given written notification 
under section 5-32(e), and thereafter shall be destroyed in an 
expeditious and humane manner. This ten-day time period shall 
all ow the owner to request a hearing before the special 
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magistrate . under section 5-32(£). If the owner files an appeal to 
the circuit court to contest the decision of the special magistrate, 
the dog must be held by animal services and may not be 
destroyed while the appeal is pending. The owner shall be 
responsible for payment of all boarding costs and any other fees 
as may be required to humanely and safely keep the dog during 
any appeal procedure. 

(f) Pursuant to F.S. 767.136(1), If the owner of the dog had prior 
knowledge of the dog's dangerous propensities, yet demonstrated 
a reckless disregard for such propensities under the 
circumstances, the owner of the dog is guilty of a misdemeanor of 
the second degree, punishable as provided in F.S. § 775.082 or 
775.083. 
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660 Section 5. Amendment to Section 5-50. Section 5-50 ("Vio lations; construction of article) is 

amended to read as follows , with additions being shown by underlines and deletions being shown 

662 by strikethrough: 

664 

666 
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674 

Sec. 5-50. - Violations; construction of article 

Section 6. 

(a) It is a Category I violation of this article for any person to : 

(2) Fail to comply with the provisions or requirements of any written 
notification of classification for a dangerous dog; or a potentially dangerous 

~ 

(3) Fai l to notify the animal services division that a dangerous or potentially 
dangerous dog has been brought into the county. 

( 4)Fail to control a previously declared dangerous dog or potentially 
dangerous dog, resulting in an unprovoked attack or bite. 

Filing of Ordinance and Effective Date. 

This Ordinance shall take effect pursuant to general law. 
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ADOPTED THIS DAY OF _______ , 20_ 

ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

By: Board of County Commissioners 

By: _________ _ 

Jerry L. Demings 

Orange County Mayor 

ATTEST: Phil Diamond, CPA, County Comptroller 

As Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners 

By: ____________ _ 

Deputy Clerk 
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