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Florida Statutes

Golf Cart - Definition

F.S. 316.003 (27) and F.S. 320.01 (22)

A motor vehicle designed and 
manufactured for operations on a golf 
course for sporting or recreational 
purposes that is not capable of exceeding 
speeds of  20 MPH



Florida Statutes

F.S. 316.212 (1) provides that operation of golf carts on 
public roads is prohibited except when:

• Local government determines that golf carts may safely travel 
on or cross the public road or street, and designates the public 
road for use by golf carts and posts appropriate signs

• Local government must consider factors such as speed, 
volume, and character of motor vehicle traffic using the road 
before determining may be operated on the road

F.S. 316.2125 permits golf carts to be operated within 
any self-contained retirement community unless the 
local government prohibits such operation in the 
interest of safety



Florida Statutes

F.S. 316.212 (5), (6), and (7) sets forth general 
operational requirements for a golf cart:

• May be operated only between sunrise and sunset, unless the 
local government has determined that a golf cart may be 
operated between sunset and sunrise and the golf cart is 
equipped with headlights, brake lights, turn signals and 
windshield

• A golf cart must be equipped with brakes, steering apparatus, 
safe tires, a rear view mirror, and red reflectorized devices in 
front and rear

• A golf cart may not be operated on public roads by anyone 
under the age of 14



Florida Statutes

F.S. 316.212 (8) says that a 
local government may enact 
an ordinance relating to:

• Golf cart operation and 
equipment that is more 
restrictive than enumerated in                                                                           
F.S. 316.212 (5), (6) and (7)

• Golf cart operation on 
sidewalks



Brevard County

Ordinance 2014-33

Adoption on November 21, 2014

Travel on designated roads, multi-use sidewalks & paved trails

Operation between sunrise and  sunset, unless equipped with 
head/brake lights, turn signals & windshields

May not be operated on public roads by anyone under the age 
of 14 years old

No registration process

2014-2019 YR – 10 crashes

– 6 Non-injury crashes

– 4 Injury crashes

Enforcement by F.S. 316.212



Collier County

Ordinance 2006-57

Adoption on 2006

Travel on identified streets 

Operation between sunrise &  sunset. 
Exception for Christmas Holiday and 
Mardi Gras

Standard golf cart equipment

Must be 16 years old and hold ID or  valid 
driver’s license 

Registration by Community District

2014-2019 YR – 22 crashes

• 12 Non-injury crashes

• 10 Injury Crashes

Enforcement by F.S. 316.212



Lee County

Ordinance 13-08

Adoption on April 23, 2013

Travel on identified streets and shared 
use paths only

Operation between sunrise & sunset

Standard golf cart equipment

Person must possess a driver’s license 

No registration process

2014-2019 YR – 50 crashes
• 2 Non-injury crashes

• 46 Injury crashes

• 2 Fatalities

Enforcement by F.S. 316.212



Manatee County

Ordinance 1987-05

Adoption on February 3, 1987

Travel on identified streets 

Operation between sunrise and  
sunset, unless equipped with 
head/brake lights, turn signals & 
windshields

Not operated by a person under 
14 years old

Registration by Public Works 
Department

2014-2019 YR – 18 Injury crashes

Enforcement by F.S. 316.212



Nassau County

Ordinance 2008-17

Adoption on November 24, 2008

Travel on designated roads

Operation between sunrise & sunset 

May not be operated by anyone 
under the age of 16 years old

Standard golf cart equipment

Registration is process by County 
Engineering Services

2014-2019 YR – 8 injury crashes

Enforcement by F.S. 316.212



Pinellas County

Ordinance 2011-04
Adoption on April 7, 2011

Travel on designated roads

Operation between sunrise and  sunset, unless equipped with 
head/brake lights, turn signals & windshields

Must possess a valid driver’s license

Additional golf cart equipment includes an orange warning flag, 
and a "SLOW MOVING VEHICLE" sign in the rear

No registration process

2014-2019 YR – 9 crashes

• 1 Non-injury crash

• 8 Injury crashes

Enforcement by F.S. 316.212



Sumter County (The Villages)

Ordinance 2003-19

Adoption on October 28, 2003

Travel on self-contained retirement 
community 

Operation between sunrise & sunset 

May not be operated by anyone 
under the age of 16 years old

Standard golf cart equipment

No registration process 

2014-2019 YR – 267 crashes

– 47 Non-injury crashes

– 220 Injury crashes

Enforcement by F.S. 316.212



Summary Crash Data

45 Total Crashes

County
Total No. Crashes 

2014-2019
Brevard 10

Collier 22

Lee 50

Manatee 18

Nassau 8

Sumter 267

Hendry 1

Columbia, Franklin, Marion, 
Santa Rosa, Suwannee, Taylor, 

Wakulla 
No reported crashes

Crash data category reported for Low Speed Vehicles



Orange County Crash Data

45 Total Crashes



Osceola County

Ordinance 2019-54

Adoption on June 3rd, 2019

Travel on designated roads

Operation between sunrise & sunset, 
unless equipped with head & brake 
lights, turn signals & windshields

Must have a valid driver’s license

Operators must meet minimum liability 
insurance

Standard golf cart equipment 

No registration process

HOA will pay for signage installation

Enforcement by F.S. 316.212



Recommended Ordinance Provisions 

1. Community request process

2. Golf cart standards and equipment

3. Driver’s safety restrictions

4. Liability and insurance 

5. Enforcement 

6. Registration

7. County approval process



Recommended Ordinance Provisions 

1. Community request process

–Submit application/petition

• Requires 2/3 community approval

– Voluntary HOA or other incorporated entity

– Mandatory HOA acts on behalf of community

–Submit Traffic Engineering report

• Funded by the community 

• List roads requested for use for golf carts 

– Speed, volume, traffic control, and safety 

• Appropriate golf cart pavement markings & signage

• Signed & sealed by a Professional Engineer



Recommended Ordinance Provisions 

2. Golf cart standard and equipment

–Standard equipment must be supplemented by 
head/brake lights, turn signals, seat belts & windshields

3. Driver’s safety restrictions

–Drivers must be 16 years or older and must have a 
learner’s permit or driver’s license

–No children under age of 6 years old 

–Every occupant must be restrained by a seat belt

–Hours of operations are from sunrise to sunset



Recommended Ordinance Provisions 

4. Liability and insurance 

–Owners must carry liability insurance

–County disclaimer of liability

5. Enforcement

–County will include enforcement provisions

–Any violation may be cited by OCSO as a non-criminal 
traffic infraction

• Moving violation fine 

• Other violation fine 

–HOA may use off-duty officers to supplement OCSO



Recommended Ordinance Provisions 

6. Registration

–County to register and issue decals

–Golf cart owner to pay processing fee

–Provide checklist for safe operation/equipment 
requirements

7. County approval process

–Final resolution requires BCC approval



Board Direction

Draft an ordinance allowing golf carts on 
designated County roadways

OR

Continue to not permit golf carts on 
County roadways


