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 November 2016 - Tourist Development Tax Program Authorized for Incentivizing 

Sporting Events

– $5M Initial Investment Plus $2M Annually from TDT

– Applications Managed by Visit Orlando

 October 2017 – Sports Incentive Committee Established 

– Membership and Current Members

• Mayor’s Representative (Chair) – Alvin J. Cowans

• Central Florida Hotel & Lodging Association Representative – Chris S. Mueller

• Certified Public Accountant – Torrey Patrick Hill

• Citizen Representative – Tara Carbia Early

• International Drive Resort Area Chamber Representative – John (Jay) Leonard

• Major Theme Park Representative – Rich Delange

• Visit Orlando Representative – Daniel Patrick Giordano

Sports Incentive Program Overview



 October 2019 – TDT Contribution to Sports Incentive Fund Increased to 

$4M Annually

– Visit Orlando to Manage Applications and Agreements for BCC Approved 

Funding Under 2019 Agreement

 May 2024 – Sports Incentive Funding Carved out of Visit Orlando TDT 

Allocation

– $10M Annually
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The Pride Cup 2025

– $25,000 to Kindred Pride Foundation for Marketing

– May 30 – June 1, 2025

– Various Public and Private Sports Venues in Orange County

– LGBTQ+ Multi-Sport Tournament

– 2,500 Attendees – 1,480 Room Nights - $1.4M Economic Impact

March 24, 2025 SIC Recommendations



2026 USA Fencing October North America Cup

– $40,000 to Greater Orlando Sports Commission for Bid Fees

– October 15-18, 2026

– Orange County Convention Center

– First National Event on Annual Calendar for Men and Women Fencers

– 15,700 Attendees – 5,000 Room Nights - $5.2M Economic Impact

March 24, 2025 SIC Recommendations



2025 AAU Junior National Volleyball Championships

– $400,000 to Greater Orlando Sports Commission for Bid Fees

– June 13 – July 7, 2025

– Orange County Convention Center

– Largest Youth Volleyball Event in the World

– 300,000 Attendees – 228,000 Room Nights - $260M Economic Impact

March 24, 2025 SIC Recommendations



TKO Orlando Event Series

– $18,000,000 to Greater Orlando Sports Commission for Bid Fees

– Presentation to Follow

2027 Jacksonville Jaguars Home Football Season

– Up to $11,000,000 to Florida Citrus Sports for Bid Fees

– Presentation to Follow

March 24, 2025 SIC Recommendations
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Competing Destinations

WWE’s multiyear deal with 

Indianapolis is “one of the 

biggest sporting event 

announcements in the city’s 

history,” according to James 

Briggs of the INDIANAPOLIS 

STAR. He wrote maybe “the 

biggest. Bigger than the 

Super Bowl. There, I said it. 

“WWE has “never awarded all 

three to a city as a package 

before.” Briggs wrote it is a 

“truly stunning coup for 

Indianapolis.”

WrestleMania is “nothing like 

what it was” when Indianapolis 

last hosted it at the Hoosier 

Dome in 1992. For starters, 

Indianapolis’ WrestleMania 

will include “two nights of 

action at Lucas Oil Stadum –

for double the attendance” –

with a “week of ancillary 

events, including a convention 

for fans.” 

This year’s WrestleMania in 

Philadelphia attracted an 

announced attendance of more 

than 145,000 over two nights. 

Briggs noted it is 

“impossible” to break down the 

WWE deal because financial 

terms were not disclosed. He 

wrote it is safe to say, 

though, that this package 

Presentation to the Orange County Board of County Commissioners
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Presentation to the Orange County Board of County Commissioners



Global Sporting Event Comparison

Presentation to the Orange County Board of County Commissioners

• WrestleMania ranks in the Top 10 in almost 

every major category, including but not limited 

to: reach, tradition, emotion, prestige, social 

media engagement, and economic impact, 

alongside the following biggest global 

sporting events, which include but are not 

limited to: FIFA World Cup, Olympic Games, 

Super Bowl, Wimbledon, NBA Finals, Cricket 

World Cup/IPL Final, UEFA Champions League 

Final, Tour de France, and The Masters.



Event Timing Vs Need Period

2027 UFC Fall Marquee PPV Event

Aug/Sept, 2027

2028 Royal Rumble

February, 2028

2031 WrestleMania

April, 2031



2026-31 TKO Orlando Event Series

• DATES OF EVENTS -

• Saturday Night’s Main Event – December, 2026

• UFC Fall Marquee PPV Event – Aug/Sept, 2027

• Royal Rumble – February, 2028

• WrestleMania - April, 2031

• SEVEN (7) ARENA SHOWS – Kia Center 

• THREE (3) STADIUM SHOWS – Camping World Stadium

• PROJECTED ROOM NIGHTS GENERATED – 120,000

• ECONOMIC IMPACT PROJECTED – $225M

• PROJECTED RETURN ON INVESTMENT – 12X

• MEDIA VALUE – $4B+ 

Presentation to the Orange County Board of County Commissioners
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JAGS AVERAGE HOME ATTENDANCE

BACKGROUND

22

Indianapolis Colts

Houston Texans

Tennessee Titans

Buffalo Bills

Miami Dolphins

Tampa Bay Buccaneers

New Orleans Saints

AFC West TBD (Chiefs, Chargers, Broncos, Raiders)

JAGS 2027 ‘HOME’ OPPONENTS INCLUDE

Getty Images

Getty Images

fans per game from 2022-24

67,08
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Based on available studies and data, FCS projects:

A DESTINATION FOR VISITING FANS

ECONOMIC IMPACT

23

Local economic impact per game

$20M

+ 

Overnight visitors across a full season

150k+

larger ‘visiting’ crowds than in Jacksonville

50%
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Using 2023 and 2024 viewership figures as a 

baseline, current estimates project:

MAXIMUM VISIBILITY, MAJOR IMPACT

EXPOSURE 
IMPACT

24

Estimated total TV viewers across home games

40M

Verbal mentions of destination per game 

16 

Total media value to destination per game

$3.9m

Getty Images
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Getty Images

Getty Images

Digital media highlights from the 2024 season:

YEAR-ROUND CONTENT

Pageviews on Jaguars.com

22M

Sessions in the Jaguars mobile app

3.5M

Impressions on Jaguars channel on YouTube

7.1M

EXPOSURE 
IMPACT
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REQUESTED ACTION

Recommend approval of $10 million in SIC funding supporting Orlando's bid to host the NFL's Jacksonville 
Jaguars in 2027 (min. 8 home games), plus $500,000 per game for up to 2 additional playoff matchups.

Getty Images
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Requested Action

 Approval of the Tourist Development Tax Sports Incentive Committee’s
recommendations for sports incentive funding pursuant to the terms and conditions
of funding agreements between Visit Orlando and the following applicants and
authorization for Visit Orlando to enter into such agreements as follows:

(1) $25,000 to the Kindred Pride Foundation to be used for marketing expenses for
The Pride Cup – 2025;

(2) $40,000 to the Greater Orlando Sports Commission (GOSC) to offset bid fees for
the 2026 USA Fencing October North America Cup;

(3) $400,000 to GOSC to offset bid fees for the 2025 AAU Junior National
Volleyball Championships;

(4) $18,000,000 to the GOSC to offset bid fees for a series of four WWE and UFC
events to be held between 2026 and 2031;

(5) up to $11,000,000 to Florida Citrus Sports for bid fees for the 2027 Jacksonville
Jaguars Home Football Season.
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