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TO: Mayor Jerry L. Demings
-AND-
County Commissioners

‘ 4
THRU: Venerria L. Thomas, Director QA\.U\Nin*/(

Community and Family Services Department

FROM: Trellany White, Acting Division Manager
Community Action Division
(407) 836-9342

SUBJECT: Consent Agenda Iltem - July 11, 2023
Florida Department of Economic Opportunity State Budget Allocation
for Orange County Community Action

The Florida Department of Economic Opportunity DEO, has provided state budget
allocations for Orange County’s Community Services Block Grant Program (CSBG),
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) and the Low-Income
Household Water Assistance Program (LIHWAP) that all are administered by the
Community Action Division. The budget allocations for CSBG and LIHEAP are for the
State fiscal year July 1, 2023, through June 30, 2024 and the LIHWAP budget
allocation is for the period of July 1, 2023 through December 31, 2023.

The CSBG funds the Community Action Family Self Sufficiency Program that helps
low-income individuals obtain increased employability skills and earn higher wages
thereby moving the family toward economic self-sufficiency. LIHEAP and LIHWAP
are federal grants designed to assist low-income families and individuals whose
income is at or below 150% of the Federal Poverty Level with past due energy and
water bills. The LIHWAP program is a temporary federal grant program designed to
assist low-income families. On an annual basis federal funds are sent to DEO from
the Department of Human Services, which are released to the County to serve
eligible households.

The DEO wishes to establish the annual grant budget to Orange County and align
the allocations with the State budget authority and State fiscal year schedule July 1,
2023 through June 30, 2024 rather than federal fiscal year schedule October 1, 2023
through September 30 2024. The actual award releases will be provided separately
in a Notice of Funding Availability on a quarterly basis. DEO will provide a new
annual agreement that is forthcoming and will be aligned to the state fiscal year
which starts on July 1, 2023 and ends on June 30, 2024.
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Staff is requesting Board authorization for the Mayor or designee to approve the
State estimated budget allocations with any increases or decreases necessary and
execute the forthcoming annual contract for fiscal year 2023-2024 along with any
necessary modifications, amendments, and extensions of this agreement that may
occur in the future.

ACTION REQUESTED: Approval of State budget allocations for Orange
County Community Services Block Grant in the
estimated amount of $1,131,115, Low-Income Home
Energy Program in the estimated amount of
$5,187,011, and Low-Income Household Water
Assistance Program in the estimated amount of
$396,707 from the Department of Economic
Opportunity for state fiscal year period July 1, 2023
through June 30, 2024 and authorization for the Mayor
or designee to execute the forthcoming annual
agreement and any necessary modifications,
amendments, and extensions.
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