
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION 
MMRB Liaison: Dr. Evelyn Cardenas, (319) 936-6416 

 

 
 

MISSION 
 
Recommends revisions to regulations affecting the continuing protection of the environmental 
quality of the air, water, and land in Orange County; holds public hearings on appeals of staff 
decisions regarding environmental permits. 

   
STATUS OF VACANCIES 
 
There are three vacancies on this seven-member board in the agricultural interests and at large 
representative categories due to the resignation of Billy Butterfield and the removal of Jared A. 
Gasper for non-attendance. The terms of Karin Leissing, Margaret Shan Atkins, Peter Fleck, 
Kelly Eger-Smith, and Richard A. Horn have expired. 
 
THE MMRB RECOMMENDS: 
 
Consideration of the reappointment of Karin Leissing in the licensed professional engineer 
representative category with a term expiring December 31, 2026 and Margaret Shan Atkins in 
the recognized conservation organization representative category, Kelly Eger-Smith in the 
environmental specialist representative category, and Peter J. Fleck in the regulated private 
business or municipality representative category with terms expiring December 31, 2025; the 
appointment of Dawson L. Amico to succeed Billy Butterfield in the agricultural interests 
representative category with a term expiring December 31, 2025; and the appointment of J. 
Gordon Spears to succeed Jared A. Gasper in the at large representative category with a term 
expiring December 31, 2026. 
 
APPLICANT OCCUPATION RACE ETHN GEN DIST 
      
Dawson L. Amico Hospitable Harvests/Business 

Owner/Consultant 
O 
 

NH M 1 

      
J. Gordon Spears Retired O NH M 5 
      
SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS: 
 
Dawson L. Amico: Mr. Amico is a business owner and consultant with Hospitable Harvests. He 
studied environmental science at the University of Central Florida. 
 
J. Gordon Spears: Mr. Spears is retired. He has a bachelor’s degree in environmental design 
from Auburn University. He previously served on the Affordable Housing Advisory Board and the 
Planning and Zoning Commission. 



 
CURRENT BOARD 

 
 ORIGINAL TERM     
 APPOINTMENT EXPIRES RACE ETHN GEN DIST 
       

Licensed Professional Engineer      
Karin Leissing 12/31/22 12/31/24 A/PI NH F 4 
       
Agricultural Interest       
Billy Butterfield 12/03/19 12/31/23 W NH M 3 
[RESIGNED]       
       
Recognized Environmental Conservation Organization    
Margaret Shan Atkins 09/12/23 12/31/23 W NH F 5 
       
Regulated Private Business or Municipal Representative  
Peter J. Fleck 10/12/21 12/31/23 W NH M 1 
       
Richard A. Horn 12/14/21 12/31/24 W NH M 3 
       
Environmental Specialist      
Kelly Eger-Smith 03/07/23 12/31/23 W NH F 1 
       
At Large Citizen Representative  
Jared A. Gasper 03/07/23 12/31/24 W NH M 4 
[REMOVED]       
       
Vacant        









 

Current Applicants for the Environmental Protection Commission as of 3/5/2025 

Name Sex Race 
Hispanic 
Origin 

District/County Application Date 

Alvarez, Sergio M Other Hispanic  Orange County District 5 1/15/2025 

Amico, Dawson Lance M Other Not Hispanic  Orange County District 1 1/1/2025 

Ballard, Emily M. F Caucasian Not Hispanic  Orange County District 3 2/10/2025 

Bersani, Angelo M Caucasian Not Hispanic  Orange County District 1 3/19/2024 

Betts, Laura F Caucasian Not Hispanic  Orange County District 1 7/10/2023 

Brandon, Brian P. M Caucasian Not Hispanic  Orange County District 2 4/22/2024 

Dalton, Kyle Edward Unlisted Unlisted Unlisted  Orange County District 3 9/25/2024 

Figueroa, Stacy A. F Caucasian Not Hispanic  Orange County District 1 5/23/2024 

Graham, Quibulah F African American Not Hispanic  Orange County District 6 4/10/2024 

Grocholske, Matthew D. M Caucasian Not Hispanic  Orange County District 5 12/9/2024 

James, Majorie D. F African American Not Hispanic  Orange County District 2 8/6/2024 

Lafata, Rachael F Caucasian Hispanic  Orange County District 5 5/30/2023 

Miller, Kathryn Metzinger F Caucasian Not Hispanic  Orange County District 5 9/19/2024 

Munizzi, Daniel S. M Caucasian Not Hispanic  Orange County District 5 4/17/2023 

Nemes, Sarah F Caucasian Not Hispanic  Orange County District 4 8/15/2023 

Plate, Richard R. M Caucasian Not Hispanic  Orange County District 3 12/30/2023 

Reinhart, Debra R. F Caucasian Not Hispanic  Orange County District 5 1/3/2025 

Spears, J. Gordon M Other Not Hispanic  Orange County District 5 1/5/2025 

Stamm, David John M Caucasian Not Hispanic  Orange County District 1 6/27/2024 

Thomas, Neal E. M Caucasian Not Hispanic  Seminole County 3/27/2024 

Willhoit, Robert Reilly M Caucasian Not Hispanic  Orange County District 4 5/7/2024 
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