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easy payment” plans,
which arrive without
planning, and people can
be in big trouble.

Get help before it’s too
late

If consumers are
having debt problems,
they are bound to see
more late-night TV
commercials and inter-
net popup ads touting
for-profit debt settlement
companies. But here’s a
warning: They can often
get you into more trouble
than you realize.

The “for-profit” model
of debt settlement asks
you to stop paying your
cards. Instead, these
companies want you to
send them a lump sum
every month, which will
build up a pool of cash for
them to use in negotiat-
ing with your creditors
for areduced-balance
payoff.

And sometimes it
works. At least for a few
of your debts.

But in the meantime,
your credit is ruined
because you aren’t
making even those mini-
mum payments on a
few of your cards. Once
you’re delinquent, your
creditors may go to court
to get a civil judgment
— or even garnish your
wages in some states. It’s
a quicksand of your own
making.

Trusted credit counsel-
ing

The member agen-
cies of the NFCC provide
in-person counseling or
will discuss your issues
over the phone. Reach
the nearest local member
agency by calling
800-388-2227 or search
at NFCC.org.

There are several
levels of help available.
Professional counselors
will make recommen-
dations about adjusting
your budget and deal-
ing with debt. Or, if the
burden is too great, they
offer a debt management
program.

They work with your
creditors to accept lower
monthly payments, while
you send the agency a
lump sum every month.
The money is distributed
to creditors, who stop
pursuing you.

Simple counseling
does not go on your credit
report, while a debt
management plan does
get reported. But it has
less impact than a bank-
ruptcy. Don’t hide from
your debt. Deal with it
now, before it gets worse.
You’'ll be glad you did.

Terry Savage is a
registered investment
adviser and the author
of four bestselling books,
including “The Savage
Truth on Money.” Terry
responds to questions on
her blog at TerrySavage.
com.

Your energy bill too high? Try these ideas

By Daniel Bortz

Kiplinger’s Personal Finance

Electric bills have soared
in the past few years and
are expected to continue
to climb. Try these simple
changes to trim your bill:

See whether your utility
provider offers time-of-
use pricing: Take advan-
tage of a dynamic pricing
plan, through which a
utility supplier charges
customers higher or lower
rates depending on when
they consume electric-
ity. In some states, every
household is automat-
ically placed in a time-
of-use price plan, so you
may already be enrolled
in one without knowing
it. Contact your utility
provider to learn more.

Get a smart thermostat:
If you still have a manual
thermostat, you may want
toupgrade to a smart
thermostat, a device that
allows you to control the
temperature of your home
from an app.

Turning your thermo-
stat down 7 to 10 degrees
from its normal setting for
eight hours a day in the
winter and dialing it up
7 t0 10 degrees for eight
hours a day in the summer
can cut your heating and
cooling costs by as much
as 10% a year, according to
the Department of Energy.

Keep your HVAC systemin
tip-top shape: Maximiz-
ing your HVAC system’s
efficiency can help reduce
your home’s heating and
cooling costs. Replace

the air filters every three
months or according to the
manufacturer’s instruc-
tions. It’s also a good idea
to schedule an annual
tune-up with an HVAC
technician, who can
check for signs of aleak
or damage that could be
hindering your system’s
performance.

Block out sunlight in the
summer: Heat gain from
sun exposure can drive
up your cooling bill, so on
summer days you should

close draperies or blinds
on windows that receive
direct sunlight. Consider
medium-colored draperies
with white-plastic back-
ings, which the DOE says
can reduce heat gain by
33%, on average.

Pay attentionto gaps

or cracks around air

vents, windows and
doors: Caulking air leaks
throughout your home —
an inexpensive DIY proj-
ect — can trim your energy
bill by 10% to 20%, the
DOE says.

Install energy-efficient
lighting: “Installing LED
lights is a no-brainer,
since they provide a great
return on investment,”
says Bahareh van Boek-
hold of ILLUME Adyvising.
Incandescents consume
about 60 watts of electric-
ity, while LED light bulbs
use only about 10 watts,
on average, according to
EnergySage. LED bulbs
also last up to 25 times
longer, according to the
DOE.

Adjust your water heater:
Some manufacturers

set water heaters to 140
degrees, an unnecessarily
high temperature. Lower-
ing the temperature to 120
degrees could save you
more than $400 a year and
reduces the risk of scald-
ing.

Cook efficiently: When it
comes to energy consump-
tion, it’s better to use a
toaster oven instead of a
full-size oven, especially

if you are just reheating
leftovers, says Jennifer
Amann of the American
Council for an Energy-Ef-
ficient Economy.

Wash clothesin cold
water: Heating water
makes up 90% of the
energy it takes torun a
washing machine, the
Environmental Protection
Agency says, so consider
using the cold-water cycle
for most loads; reserve hot
water for heavily soiled
clothing, linens and towels,
and white garments that
easily show dirt.
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and rewarded for the work
they do together and their
ability to synthesize their
perspectives into a whole

that is greater than the sum
of its parts,” Zaki says.
Another way to foster
collaboration is through the
use of 360-degree evalua-
tions, gathering input from
an employee’s colleagues,
as well as their manager for
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their performance reviews.
“Even if a company
doesn’t use stack rank-
ing, it will still suffer from
what I call a ‘culture of
genius; especially in Sili-
con Valley,” Zaki says. “If
aperson is really talented,
they are evaluated only
for their individual talents
and not for how they affect
the people around them.
A 360 evaluation allows
you to say, ‘What do your
colleagues think about you?
Are you helping people?
Are you a good person to
work with?’ Those can be
useful metrics as well.”

The power of collective
intelligence

A spirit of cooperation
opens the door for collec-
tive intelligence. Zaki likes
to refer to research that
Google conducted in 2012,
dubbed Project Aristotle,
to understand the charac-
teristics of its most efficient
and innovative teams.

“They thought that the
talent of individuals would

be the strongest predictor
of team success, and they
were wrong,” he says.

“It turned out that there
was a collective feature of
how people come together
that was more definitive of
their success than what any
individual brought to the
table.

It became known as
collective intelligence
— this idea that not just
people, but groups of
people, have their own apti-
tude, and that every combi-
nation of human beings is
like a super organism with
its own qualities.”

Successful teams
combine healthy compe-
tition and cooperation,
creating a vibrant back and
forth, where people share
their perspective and listen
to one another, Zaki says.

“If you build a cooper-
ative team environment,
you’re going to build a more
intelligent team environ-
ment. And you’ll be better
equipped to compete in the
world today”

Notice of Proposed Enactment

On Monday, October 07, 2024, the Orlando City Council
will consider proposed Ordinance No. 2024-40, entitled
AN ORDINANGCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ORLANDQO, FLORIDA, ANNEXING TO THE CORPORATE LIMITS
OF THE CITY CERTAIN LAND GENERALLY LOCATED NORTH
OF RAEHN STREET, EAST OF CLARK STREET, WEST OF WISE
AVENUE AND SOUTH OF VINE STREET, AND COMPRISED OF
2.1 ACRES OF LAND, MORE OR LESS, AND AMENDING THE
CITY’'S BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION; AMENDING THE CITY’S
ADOPTED GROWTH MANAGEMENT PLAN TO DESIGNATE
THE PROPERTY AS RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM INTENSITY
ON THE CITY'S OFFICIAL FUTURE LAND USE MAPS;
DESIGNATING THE PROPERTY AS MEDIUM INTENSITY
DEVELOPMENT ON THE CITY’S OFFICIAL ZONING MAPS;
PROVIDING FOR AMENDMENT OF THE CITY’S OFFICIAL
FUTURE LAND USE AND ZONING MAPS; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY, CORRECTION OF SCRIVENER’S ERRORS,
PERMIT DISCLAIMER, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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A public hearing on this ordinance will be held during
Council’s regular meeting beginning at 2:00 p.m., in
Council Chamber, 2nd floor, Orlando City Hall, 400 S. Orange
Ave., Orlando, Florida. Interested parties may appear at
the meeting and be heard with respect to the proposed
ordinance. All pertinent information about meeting
access and participation instructions will be available on
orlando.gov/councilmeeting at least 3 days prior to the
meeting. Additionally, interested parties are invited to
watch the meeting live and may participate by providing
public comment during the meeting or submitting written
public comment in advance regarding the proposed
ordinance. The opportunity to provide public comment is
available until the designated public comment portion of
the item is closed. All items received are public record.
The proposed ordinance may be inspected at the Office of
the City Clerk located on the 2nd floor, Orlando City Hall,
400 S. Orange Ave., Orlando, Florida or online at orlando.gov.
Anyone who desires to appeal an official decision made
at this meeting, if an appeal is permitted by law, may
need to obtain a verbatim record of the proceedings that
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal
is based. The City of Orlando is committed to reasonably
accommodating the communication needs of persons with
disabilities. Persons with disabilities who need reasonable
accommodations to participate in this meeting, contact no
later than 24 hours in advance of the meeting, the Office of
the City Clerk at 407.246.2251 or cityclerk@orlando.gov.

NOTICE OF CHANGE TO
THE ORANGE COUNTY
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND
REZONING - PUBLIC HEARINGS

0On Tuesday, October 8, 2024, beginning at 2:00 PM., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be
heard, the Orange County Board of County Commissioners (BCC) shall conduct public hearings
in the Orange County Administration Center at 201 S. Rosalind Ave., 1st Floor, in downtown
Orlando, FL, regarding the adoption of the proposed 2023-3 Regular Cycle Amendment to the
Orange County Comprehensive Plan (“CP”), as it has been amended, as authorized by Chapter
163, Florida Statutes, and a related rezoning request for the following matters:

A. Privately Initiated Future Land Use Element Map Amendment to Change the Designation
of Lands within Areas Identified on Map Set Forth Below and Concurrent Rezoning Request
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1. 2023-3-A-1-1: Requested Future Land Use Map Amendment to apply the Village
(V) FLUM designation to the subject property through the expansion of the Horizon
West Village H Special Planning Area boundary and assign the Apartment District
and Wetland Special Planning Area land use designations to the site & LUP-23-
06-183: Rezoning: No County-Assigned Zoning Classification to PD (Hartzog Road
Attainable Housing Community PD/LUP). Also requested is one (1) waiver from
Orange County Code Section 38-1476(a) to use alternative parking ratios for the
project of 1.3 spaces for studio and 1 bedroom units, in lieu of the requirement for
1.5 spaces for efficiencies and 1 bedroom units, and 1.8 spaces for 2 bedroom and
larger units, in lieu of the requirement for 2.0 spaces for 2 bedroom and larger units.
Parcel ID#s: 08-24-27-0000-00-010/036/038 and 08-24-27-0000-10-000; Generally
located south and west of Hartzog Rd., west of SR 429, and east of Avalon Rd. - 114.23
gross ac.

In conjunction with the adoption of the above Comprehensive Plan Amendment, the BCC
will consider adoption of the following Ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING IN ORANGE COUNTY,
FLORIDA; AMENDING THE ORANGE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, COMMONLY
KNOWN AS THE “2010-2030 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN,” AS AMENDED, BY ADOPTING
AN AMENDMENT PURSUANT TO SECTION 163.3184(3), FLORIDA STATUTES, FOR THE
2023 CALENDAR YEAR (THIRD CYCLE); AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
ABBREVIATIONS INDEX: IND-Industrial; G-Commercial; 0-Office; LDR-Low Density
Residential; LMDR-Low-Medium Density Residential; MDR-Medium Density Residential;
MHDR-Medium-High Density Residential; HDR-High Density Residential; PD-
Planned Development; EDU-Educational; CONS-Wetland/Conservation; PR/QS-Parks/
Recreation/Open Space; 0S-Open Space; CONS-Conservation; PRES-Preservation;
R-Rural/Agricultural; RS-Rural Settlement; RS 1/1-Rural Settlement 1/1; RS 1/2-Rural
Settlement 1/2; RSLD 2/1-Rural Settlement Low Density; INST-Institutional; ACMU-
Activity Center Mixed Use; ACR-Activity Center Residential; GC-Growth Center; V-Village;
PD-Planned Development; LP-Lake Pickett; USA-Urban Service Area; WB-Water Body;
CP-Comprehensive Plan; FLUM-Future Land Use Map; FLUMA-Future Land Use Map
Amendment; FLUE-Future Land Use Element, TRAN-Transportation Element; GOPS-
Goals, Objectives, and Policies; 0BJ-Objective; PD-Planned Development District; LUP-
Land Use Plan; SR-State Road; AG-Acres

Any interested party may appear at any of the public hearings and be heard regarding
the consideration of the above described Comprehensive Plan Amendment and rezoning
request, and submit written comments to the address below prior to the public hearing.
Any of the public hearings may be continued on the date of the public hearing to a future
date or dates. Any interested party is hereby advised that the date, time, and place of any
continuation of the public hearing shall be announced during the public hearing and that
no further notices regarding these matters will be published.

To obtain more detailed information, or to inspect the proposed amendment package,
or any part thereof, any interested party may appear between 8:00 AM. and
5:00 PM., Monday through Friday, at the Orange County Planning Division, 201 S.
Rosalind Ave., 2nd Floor, Orlando, FL, 32801, or telephone during those same hours at
407-836-5600, or send an email to planning@acfl.net.
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADAY), if any person with a disability
as defined by the ADA needs special accommodation to participate in this proceeding, then
not later than two (2) business days prior to the proceeding, that person should contact the
Orange County Communications Division, 3 Floor, Orange County Administration Center,
201 S. Rosalind Ave., Orlando, FL, or telephone that department at (407) 836-6568.
PARA MAS INFORMACION, REFERENTE A ESTAS AUDIENCIAS PUBLICA, FAVOR COMMUNICARSE
CON LA DIVISION DE PLANIFICACION URBANA AL NUMERO, 407-836-5600.
POU PLIS ENFOMASYON AN KREYOL, SOUPLE RELE (407) 836-3111.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

On Tuesday, October 8, 2024, beginning at 2:00 P.M.,
or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, the
Orange County Board of County Commissioners
(BGC) shall conduct a public hearing in the Orange
County Administration Center at 201 S. Rosalind Ave.,
1st Floor, in downtown Orlando, FL, to consider the
following proposed ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO COMPREHENSIVE
PLANNING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA; AMENDING THE
ORANGE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, COMMONLY
KNOWN AS THE “2010-2030 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN,”
AS AMENDED, BY REPEALING AND REPLACING
ORDINANCE NO. 2024-19 WITH A NEW ORDINANCE
ADOPTING SMALL SCALE DEVELOPMENT AMENDMENTS
PURSUANT TO SECTION 163.3187, FLORIDA STATUTES;
AND PROVIDING EFFECTIVE DATES.

Any interested party may appear at the public hearing
and be heard regarding the consideration of the above
described ordinance and submit written comments to
the address below prior to the public hearing.

The public hearing may be continued on the date of the
public hearing to a future date. Any interested party is
hereby advised that the date, time, and place of any
continuation of the public hearing shall be announced
during the public hearing and that no further notice
regarding this matter will be published.

To obtain more detailed information, or to inspect the
proposed ordinance, any interested party may appear
between 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
at the Orange County Planning Division, 201 S. Rosalind
Ave., 2nd Floor, Orlando, FL, 32801, or telephone during
those same hours at (407) 836-5600, or send an email
to planning@ocfl.net.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), if any person with a disability as defined by the
ADA needs special accommodation to participate in
this proceeding, then not later than two (2) business
days prior to the proceeding, that person should contact
the Orange County Communications Division, 3rd Floor,
Orange County Administration Center, 201 S. Rosalind
Ave., Orlando, FL, or telephone that department at
(407) 836-6568.

PARA MAS INFORMACION, REFERENTE A ESTAS
AUDIENCIAS PUBLICA, FAVOR COMMUNICARSE
CON LA DIVISION DE PLANIFICACION URBANA AL
NUMERQO, (407) 836-3111.

POU PLIS ENFOMASYON AN KREYOL,
SOUPLE RELE (407) 836-3111.




