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ES.3 Existing Conditions

Within the project limits, Chuluota Road is a two-lane urban minor arterial roadway constructed as a rural
section with shoulders, drainage ditches, and right/left turn lanes at selected intersections. At the north
end of the project limits, Lake Pickett Road (CR 420) is designated as an urban minor collector to the
east, and an urban major coltector to the west. At the south end of the corridor, Colonial Drive (SR 50)
is designated as an urban principal arterial. The speed limit throughout the Chuluota Road corridor is 50
miles per hour {mph).

Along the west side of Chuluota Road, there is a five-foot sidewalk from SR 50 to the north end of
Country Lake Estates subdivision. Crosswalks and pedestrian signals are located at the SR 50 and
at Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard {South) intersections. Chuluota Road has limited bicycle facilities
except for the four-foot paved shoulders and a sidewalk spanning most of the corridor.

The existing right-of-way varies throughout the project corridor from 100-130 feet in width. The
tightest area is at the beginning of the project from SR 50 to north of the Corner Lake Plaza where
the right-of-way is 100 feet wide. With the exception of the beginning of the project, the remainder
of the project has availabie right-of-way to accommodate the proposed improvement options which
have been developed during the course of this study.

Chuluota Road’s horizontal alignment is relatively straight throughout the project limits from SR 50
to Lake Pickett Drive. The vertical profile of Chuluota Road is relatively flat with a low point north of
Corner Lake Estates. The project corridor has three signalized intersections at SR 50, Cypress Lake
Glen Boulevard (South), and Lake Pickett Road. Pedestrian signals are present at the first two
intersections.

Chuluota Road is designated as an urban minor arterial and is a critical roadway in east Orange
County’s existing transportation network since it provides for north-south connections to SR 50, Lake
Pickett Road, as well as access to neighboring Seminole County.

The only nearby transit facility is LYNX Bus Route 621 which serves SR 50 at the south end of the
project. LYNX does not provide service along Chuluota Road and the LYNX Vision 2030 Plan does
not include any future routes in the vicinity of Chuluota Road.

Improvements to Chuluota Road are consistent with the goals, objectives, and policies of the
adopted 2010-2030 Orange County Comprehensive Plan. Improvements to Chuluota Road from
Colonial Drive to Seminole County are included in the Orange County’s long term 10-year schedule
of capital improvements. The County’s Transportation Element Future Conditions Number of Lanes
2030 Map indicates Chuluota Road is to be improved to a four-lane section.

There is existing LED street lighting along Chuluota Road. In the section from SR 50 to Cypress
Lake Glen Boulevard, luminaires have placed along both sides of Chuluota Road. North of Cypress
Lake Glen Boulevard, luminaires have installed along the west side of Chuluota Road only for the
remainder of the project corridor.

Eieven Utility Agency/Owners (UAO) have been identified within the project area through the
Sunshine 811 Design Ticket and utility coordination efforts. There are numerous existing utilities
within the project corridor including overhead and underground electric, water and wastewater
mains, and communication lines.
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The Chuluota Road project area is located within the jurisdiction of the St. Johns River Water
Management District (SJRWMD). Stormwater runoff from the existing roadway is collected in roadside
swales and then discharged into adjacent wetlands and drainage systems. As part of the proposed
improvements, a storm sewer system will be installed with dedicated ponds which is expected to reduce
maintenance issues along the corridor and improve overall treatment.

ES.4 Traffic Analysis

Detailed project traffic analyses are provided in the Design Traffic Technical Memorandum (see
Appendix G) and the Design Traffic Engineering Report. These documents include an analysis of the
existing traffic conditions of the area as weil as Year 2048 forecasts of future traffic demands. Based on
these demands, four-lane roadway improvements are recommended by these traffic reports to provide
improve traffic operations by providing an acceptable level of service along the corridor. A summary of
the traffic analyses is included in Section 5 of this report and the DTTM has been included in the
appendices.

ES.5 Alternatives

To satisfy the forecasted traffic demands and provide multimodal accommodations for Chuluota Road,
the proposed typical section is recommended to include the full reconstruction of Chuluota Road and
replaced with an urban section consisting of two 11-foot travel lanes in each direction separated by a 22-
foot raised median. Type E curb and gutter will be used along the median and Type F curb and gutter is
proposed along the outside lanes.

A six-foot sidewalk will be located on one side of the roadway while a 10-foot path will generally occupy
the opposite side of the Chuluota Road. North of Cypress Lakes development, the path will be widened
to 14 feet to accommodate future plans by the County to construct the proposed Chuluota Trail system.

The proposed typical section requires a preferred right-of-way width of 120 feet, and most of the existing
right-of-way is already available to accommodate the proposed improvements without additional takings
except for the required stormwater ponds. At the south end of the project, only 100 feet of right-of-way
is available and two alignment aiternatives were evaluated to determine the preferred alignment. The
East Alignment Alternative would hold the existing west right-of-way line and shift all of the needed
widening to the east onto the old Circle K site in the NE quadrant of Chulucta Road and SR 50. This
parcel has had petroleum leaks in the past, though has completed the necessary remediation
requirements by the County. While the Contamination Screening Evaluation Report (CSER) rated this
site as low risk, there is a concern that some contamination may still linger on the property.

Consequently, the West Alignment Alternative would hold the existing east right-of-way line and shift the
proposed widening entirely to the west to avoid the old Circle K property. As a result, right-of-way takes
will be needed along the west side of Chuluota Road toc accommodate this alignment and the proposed
improvements. Based on concerns over potential contamination remaining on the old Circle K site, the
preferred alternative is the West Alignment.

A total of eight stormwater and two floodplain compensation ponds were identified and received detailed
drainage analysis including field borings. Towards the latter stages of the study, two other stormwater
ponds surfaced for consideration and were found to have certain advantages. Pond 3C on the Cross
Life Church property was estimated to be able to support most of the drainage needs along the project
thus eliminating the need for Pond 2A on the Corner Lake Middle School property. Also, since the
proposed and future improvements at Lake Pickett Road are expected to require taking the current
residence in the NE quadrant of this intersection, the County intends to proceed with a full taking of the
entire parcel for pond purposes. Together, Ponds 3C and 4C are recommended as the preferred
stormwater treatment ponds for this project.
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ES.7 Public Involvement

Critical to the success of this project is the feedback received from the local community. Thus far,
the first of two community meetings have been held to present aiternatives and project related
information to the public. Meeting summaries, along with input received regarding the project have
been included with the Public Involvement Documents in Appendix C.

ES.8 Conclusions and Recommendations

The objective of the Chuluota Road RCA is to develop and evaluate alternatives for improvement
of Chuluota Road from SR 50 to Lake Pickett Road. This process incorporates the insights from
planning, engineering, and the public involvement activities to refine the alternatives, and
ultimately advance a preferred alternative into the design phase. It is recommended that the
preferred alternative as detailed in Section 7 of this report be advanced by Orange County into the
design phase.
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proposed improvements. The corridor analysis activities include an examination of existing
traffic demands, land use and development patterns, and the presence of any environmental,
cultural, archaeological’historical, hydrologic, and natural sensitive areas within the corridor.

The existing traffic volume along Chuluota Road ranges from approximately 11,500 AADT to
15,400 AADT, and operates at LOS C to D. Traffic is expected to increase substantially in the
future influenced in part by new developments including The Grow and Sustanee to the west of
Chuluota Road. By the Design Year 2048, traffic is forecasted to reach 17,800-21,600 AADT
and operate at LOS F (see Figure 2-1 on page 10). These traffic demands on Chuluota Road
will exceed the capacity of the current two-lane facility.

1.2 Purpose of Report

The purpose of this RCA Report is to present an overview of existing conditions, document the
findings of the engineering and environmental studies conducted for this project, summarize the
results of the alternatives evaluation, and provide the identification of and the justification for the
recommended improvements. Additional information will be provided regarding the determinations
made regarding typical roadway cross sections, a summary of existing and future traffic conditions
and a comparative analysis of improvement alternatives that would satisfy existing and future
transportation demands.

Potential typical section and alignment alternatives were developed based upon the engineering and
environmental data collected, a review of Orange County Comprehensive Plan 2010-2030 Goals
and the application of current roadway design standards. The alternatives were evaluated based on
impacts resulting from the alignment locations and configurations. Each alternative was assessed
using evaluation criteria developed for that purpose. From that comparative evaluation, the preferred
typical section, roadway alignment, and stormwater management system were identified.

This RCA Study includes an analysis of existing and projected traffic conditions, development of
alignment and typical section alternatives, an evaluation of impacts to the social, natural, and physical
environment, and a public involvement program. This report has been prepared to assist Orange
County in identifying a recommended design concept alternative and wilt serve as the document of
record for support of subsequent engineering decisions for the final design, right-of-way acquisition,
and construction phases that follow.

The recommended conceptual roadway alignment plans, included in Appendix A, and the right-of-
way identification maps, included in Appendix B, are an integral part of this document and should be
reviewed in concert with this document. The plans reflect specific details concerning each area of
the project and will supplement information that is contained in this report.
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2 PURPOSE AND NEED FOR PROJECT

The purpose and need for the proposed project improvements are determined based on several
factors including traffic capacity, land use, demographics, social/economic demands, consistency
with transportation plans, and safety considerations. Each of these factors are discussed below.

2.1 Traffic Capacity

A Design Traffic Technical Memorandum (DTTM)(see Appendix G) was developed to estimate
future traffic demands under certain conditions. Several scenarios were prepared for the No Build
and Build conditions for the years 2028, 2038, and 2048.

Without improvements, Chuluota Road will operate at an unacceptable LOS F by the design year
2048 (see Figure 2-1, next page). The roadway segments were analyzed using the procedures of
the Highway Capacity Manual for signalized and unsignalized intersections. The No Build analysis
used forecasted traffic volumes applied against the existing travel lane conditions.

In the design year 2048 and without capacity improvements, only the Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard
(South) intersection is projected to operate at an acceptable level of service (LOS B). Therefore,
capacity improvements are needed to achieve an acceptable level of service along Chuluota Road.

Chuluoto Rood Roadway Conceptual Analysis Report 9
























3.1.3 Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities

Along the west side of Chuluota Road, there is a five-foot sidewalk from SR 50 to the north end of
Country Lake Estates subdivision. Crosswalks and pedestrian signals are located at the SR 50 and at
Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard (South) intersections. Chuluota Road has limited bicycle facilities
except for the four-foot paved shoulders and a five-foot sidewalk that is present for most of the corridor.
Pedestrian crossing signals are provided at the SR 50 and Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard signalized
intersections.

3.1.4 Existing Right-of-Way

The existing right-of-way along Chuluota Road varies from 100-130 feet throughout the project
corridor. Table 3-1 summarizes the existing right-of-way along the corridor.

Table 3-1
Chuluota Road Existing Right-of-Way Widths
BEGIN END SEGMENT | TYPICAL
LENGTH WIDTH
(FT) (FT)
SR 50 Corner Lake Plaza {North Driveway) 650 100
Corner Lake Plaza (North Driveway) Schoolview Way 1,200 110
Schoolview Way 3,400' North of Schoolview Way 3,400 120
Long Boat Lane/Cypress Lake Glenn
3,400' North of Schoolview Way Boulevard 1,400 110
Long Boat Lane/Cypress Lake Glenn
Blvd 1,900' North of Long Boat Lane 1,900 130
1,900’ North of Long Boat Lane 2,120 North of Leng Beat Lane 220 110
1,700' North of Long Boat Lane Lake Pickett Road 1,300 130
Total Project Length 1.9 Mi

3.1.5 Existing Horizontal and Vertical Alignment

Chuluota Road's horizontal alignment is relatively straight throughout the project limits from SR 50 to
south of Lake Pickett Drive. There is one horizontal curve located at the northern project limits
consisting of a two-degree curve to the left.

The existing ground profile of Chuluota Road is reflected below on Figure 2-2 which indicates a starting
elevation of approximately 70 feet at SR 50. The existing profile then rises to an elevation of
approximately 73 feet just south of Schoolview Way. The roadway then steadily drops between
Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard to the north of Corner Lake Drive before reaching an elevation of
approximately 69 feet. The Chuluota Road grade then rises to an elevation of approximately 73.5 feet
at Lake Pickett Road. It is noted that the information presented in the section is based on Orange
County LiDAR information which utilizes the NAVD88 datum.
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Boulevard (South), and Chuluota Road and Schoolview Way (Table 2-3) over the five-year period
with two occurring in 2016, three occurring in 2017, four occurring in 2018, seven occurring in 2019,
and eight occurring in 2020. There were fifteen injuries in nine crashes, no fatalities, and property
damage was estimated at $115,270. None of the crashes involved a DUI and nine were failure to
yield right-of-way.

Three crashes occurred at the intersection of Chuluota Road at Corner Lake Drive (Table 2-4)
over the five-year period with one occurring in 2016, none occurring in 2017, one occurring in
2018, one occeurring in 2019, and none occurring in 2020. There was one injury in one crash, no
fatalities, and property damage was estimated at $21,500. None of the crashes invoived a DU
and one was failure to yield right-of-way.

Two crashes occurred at the intersection of Chuluota Road at Cypress Lake Glen
Boulevard/Long Boat Lane (Table 2-5) over the five-year period with none occurring in 2016,
one occurring in 2017, one occurring in 2018, none occurring in 2019, and none occurring in
2020. There were no injuries, no fatalities, and property damage was estimated at $9,500. None
of the crashes involved a DUI and none were failure to yield right-of-way.

Thirteen crashes occurred at the intersection of Chuluota Road at Lake Pickett Road (Table 2-
6) over the five-year period with five occurring in 2016, five occurring in 2017, none occurring in
2018, two occurring in 2019, and one occurring in 2020. There were seventeen injuries in five
crashes, no fatalities, and property damage was estimated at $125,350. None of the crashes
involved a DUI and three were failure to yield right-of-way.

Seven crashes occurred along the segment of Chuluota Road between SR 50/Colonial Drive
and Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard/Schoolview Way (Table 2-7) over the five-year period with
one occurring in 2016, one occurring in 2017, two occurring in 2018, none occurring in 2019,
and three occurring in 2020. There were three injuries in one crash, no fatalities, and property
damage was estimated at $55,900. None of the crashes involved a DUl and three were failure
to yield right-of-way.

Three crashes occurred along the segment of Chuluota Road between Corner Lake Drive and
Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard/Long Boat Lane (Table 2-8) over the five-year period with one
occurring in 2016, none occurring in 2017, one occurring in 2018, none occurring in 2019, and
one occurring in 2020. There were three injuries in three crashes, no fatalities, and property
damage was estimated at $23,000. None of the crashes involved a DUl and none were failure
to yield right-of-way.

Crash Summary

One hundred and thirteen crashes (113} occurred along the study segment of Chuluota Road
from SR 50 (Colonial Drive) to Lake Pickett Road during the five-year time period with twenty-
one occurring in 2016, twenty-two occurring in 2017, twenty-five occurring in 2018, twenty-two
occurring in 2019, and twenty-three occurring in 2020.

Thirty-three (29%) of the crashes were rear end, twenty-one (19%) of the crashes were angle,
seventeen (15%) of the crashes were left turn, seventeen (15%) of the crashes were sideswipe,
eight (7%) of the crashes were off-road, five (4%) of the crashes were right turn, four (4%) of the
crashes were head-on, three (3%) of the crashes were bicycle, two (2%) of the crashes were
backed-into, one {1%) of the crashes was a rollover, one (1%) of the crashes was a pedestrian,
and one (1%) of the crashes was an animal. A breakdown of the collision type is shown in the
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in the project site vicinity. Therefore, it may not reflect the actual soil and groundwater conditions,
particularly where development has modified the naturai soil conditions or surface and near surface
drainage.

Field Exploration Program

The subsurface exploration for this preliminary evaluation consisted of 34 auger borings to a depth of five
(5) feet each and 17 Standard Penetration Test (SPT) borings to a depth of 20 feet, at 200-foot interval as
requested by Orange County. The borings were established in the unpaved areas along the northbound
and southbound shoulders of Chuluota Road. All borings were staked in the field by a representative of
NADIC with the aid of a Global Positioning System (GPS) device.

Approximate boring locations are shown on Figures 4A and 4B in the Appendix D. The results of the
exploration program in the form of soil profiles are shown on Sheets A2 through A4 in Appendix D.

Hand Auger Borings

Hand auger borings were performed to a general depth of five (5) feet below the existing grade by manuaily
twisting and advancing a bucket auger, three-inch diameter, six-inch long into the ground in four (4) to six
(6) inch increments. These borings were performed in general accordance with the American Society of
Testing and Materials (ASTM) Test Designation D-1452. Groundwater levels were measured in the borings
upon completion and 24 hours later; each borehole was sealed with native soils.

Standard Penetration Test Borings (SPT)

The SPT borings performed were conducted in general conformance with the American Standard Testing
Method (ASTM) test designation D-1586. The borings were advanced by the rotary wash method with
bentonite-based mud as the circulating fluid to stabilize the borehole. The SPT borings were generally
performed continuously from the ground surface to 10.5 feet and at 5-foot depth intervals thereafter.

After seating the sampler six inches, the number of successive blows required to drive the sampler 12
inches into the soil constitutes the test result commonly referred to as the “N” value. Adjacent to the SPT
boring profiles are the “N” values. The "N” value has been empirically correlated with various soil properties
and is considered indicative of the relative density of cohesionless soils and the consistency of cohesive
soils. All recovered samples were visually classified in the field with representative portions of the samples
placed in airtight jars and transported to our office for review by a Geotechnical Engineer for confirmation
of the field classification and laboratory testing. Groundwater levels were measured in the borings and
upon completion, each borehole was sealed with native soils.

3.7.2 General Subsurface Conditions

The soils encountered along the project alignment are shown on Sheets A2 through A4 in the Appendix
D. The soil survey encountered three (3) generalized soil strata within the project limits to the maximum
depth explored in the boring. The soils encountered in the borings are classified using the AASHTO Soil
Classification System (i.e. A-3, A-2-4, etc.). Soil classification and stratification are based on visual
examination, interpretation of the boring logs by a geotechnical engineer and laboratory resuits of
selected soil samples. The soil profiles indicate subsurface conditions encountered only at the specific
boring locations at the time of the field exploration.

The soil borings along the roadway alignment encountered two (2) generalized soil strata within the
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3.8 Potential Contamination Issues

A preliminary evaluation was conducted for the Chuluota Road study corridor to determine the risk of
encountering petroleum or hazardous substance contamination of soil, groundwater, surface water, or
sediment that could adversely affect property acquisition, permitting, and construction of this project.
The preliminary data collection activities included a review of publicly available regulatory files and a
review of available historical data sources. See Appendix F for the Contamination Screening Evaluation
Report.

Eight (8) potential contaminated sites were identified within the study corridor and were assigned a No
and Low Risk status (Table 2-15). Five (5) facilities were assigned a No risk assessment and three (3)
were assigned Low risk assessment. No facility was assigned a Medium or High risk.

Table 3-5
Potential Contamination Sites

FLROOO | Columbia 18501 This facility is an OCPS which uses a

157024 | Elementary |Cypress Lake |VSQG Very Small Quantity Generator. As of
School Glen Bivd Jun 2021, there are no Compliance
Orlando, Monitoring and Enforcement (violation)
FL 32820 records associated with this facility.

Based on records review and site
reconnaissance, a risk of no was

assigned.
2 FLRO0OO | Corner Lake [1700 RCRA | No This facility is an OCPS which uses a
156539 | Middle Chuluota RD, |VSQG Very Small Quantity Generator. As of
School Orlando FINDS/ Jun 2021, there are no Compliance
FL 32820- FRS Monitoring and Enforcement (violation)
1401 records associated with this facility.

Based on records review and site
reconnaissance, a risk of no was

assigned.
3 #80558/ AMOCO OIL | 16891 E RCRA As of Jun 2021, there are no
/910178 [STATION/ COLONIAL NON- Low Compliance Monitoring and
7 CIRCLE K |DR GEN Enforcement (violation) records
2708972 ORLANDO UST associated with this facility. This facility
r FL 32820 has five (5) USTs (3, 12,000; 1 15,000

and 1, 20,000-gallon gasoline). The
three (3) 12,000-gallon tanks were
installed May 1, 1991 and the 15,000-
and 20,000-gallon tanks were installed
in August 1, 2004. Based on the
records reviewed, the site is assigned a

risk rating of Low Risk
4 852140 | CIRCLE K | 16959 E LST, Low This facility had four (4) 10,000-gallon
0 #7502 COLONIAL | UST, USTs installed February 1, 1985.
DR (E RCRA Discharged occurred 11/6/1988.
HWY 50) VSQG Pollutant: unleaded gas and leaded gas

5 contaminated groundwater. Discharge
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SITE, Cleanup started 4/30/2007. Site
WELL rehabilitation completion report
SURV submitted 9/21/2021. On 9/23/2021,
EILLA OCEPD submitted to FDEP the SRCO
NCE package for review and form
processing. Per OCEPD the site
qualifies for Site  Rehabilitation
Completion pursuant to Substation 62-
780.680(1). Based on the records
reviewed, the site is assigned a risk
rating of Low Risk
5 110056 | RANGER CHULUQTA | FINDS | No This facility is located near the
345192 | CONSTRUC | RD AT IFRS intersection of Chuluota Road and Lake
TION LAKE Pickett Road. FDEP approved a NOI
INDUSTRIE | PICKETT permit on 12/09/2013 (updated
SINC RD 01/11/2016), for stormwater
discharged. Based on records review
and site reconnaissance, the facility
was assigned a risk rating of no.
6 101487/ | HONEY 16877 EAST | SWF/L | No This facility is located about 311 feet
86888 BEE COLONIAL | F South West of the project corridor ROW.
RANCH DRIVE It is identified as a closed solid waste
LCD/ #322 facility (yard waste facility). Based on
MONARCH | ORLANDO records review and site reconnaissance,
MULCH, FL 32820 the facility was assigned a risk rating of
LLC no.
7 FLROOO | TRACTOR 16849 E RCRA | No This facility is located about 512 feet
210625 | SUPPLY COLONIAL | VSQG Southwest of the project corridor ROW.
COMPANY | DR it is identified as a tractor supply facility.
#560 ORLANDO As of June 2021, there is no compliance
FL  32820- monitoring and enforcement (violation)
1910 records associated with the facility.
Based on records review and site
reconnaissance, the facility was
assigned a risk rating of no.
8 981011 | CORNER 16825 E AST Low This facility has one (1) 1,000-gallon
4 LAKE COLONIAL aboveground storage system (AST) |t
PLAZA DR has a spill bucket containment and a
(PUBLIX) ORLANDO rupture alarm that provides electronic
#897 FL 32820 release detection. Based on records
review and site reconnaissance, the
facility was assigned a risk rating of Low
Risk.

At Site 4, the Circle K gas station is no longer operational, though this property has received some cleanup
operations in the past. On September 23, 2021, Orange County Environmental Protection Division (OCEPD)
found that recent cleanup work by Atlas was performed in conjunction with Rule 62-780.680 FAC. OCEPD
has indicated the site qualifies for a Site Rehabilitation Completion Order (SRCO) pursuant to Subsection 62-
780.680(1) and they will submit a Site Rehabilitation Completion Order (SRCO) package to FDEP for review
and formal processing.

Despite the cleanup efforts, County staff has some remaining concerns about the extent of the remediation
efforts and would prefer to avoid encroaching onto the Circle K property with the proposed improvements.
Accordingly, the project improvements will be shifted to the west side of Chuluota Road to avoid any right-of-
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3.12.2  Water Quality

The water quality of the receiving water for this drainage basin is Corner Lake, which was reviewed by
Orange County in February of 2021. The water sampling location, Station ID BE3, is located at the center
of the lake. Please refer to Table 3-7 for a partial summary of the routine samples taken at approximately
0.5 meters of depth within the lake.

According to the sample results, Corner Lake is not classified as an impaired water body by the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP). The Chuluota Road project area is located in the Big
Econlockhatchee River Basin within the jurisdiction of the St. Johns River Water Management District
(SJRWMD). The Econlockhatchee River System is considered an Outstanding Florida Waters (OFW).

Table 3-7
Water Quality
Station Result Result Analysis

iD WBID | Category Characteristic Value Units Date
Routine Nitragen, Nitrite (NO2)

BE3 140023 Sample + Nitrate (NO3) as N 9.00 ugfl 5/18/2021
Routine

BE3 140023 Sample Phosphorus as P 13.00 ug/t 5/18/2021
Routine

BE3 140023 Sample pH 6.00 5/18/2021
Routine Sulfur, sulfate (S04) as

BE3 140023 Sample S04 5.52 mg/l 5/18/2021

BE3 | 140023 | Routine Turbidity 1,60 NTU 5/18/2021
Sample

BE3 140023 gc’“”r;e Total Suspended 3 mg/l 5/18/2021

ampie Solids (TSS)

3.12.3 Existing Permits
Over 15 permits were researched to obtain stormwater and environmental design information for existing

systems within the project corridor. Please refer to Table 3-8 for a summary of permits referenced during
the development of the proposed stormwater management systems for Chuluota RCA.
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Table 3-8

Existing Permits

Project Agency/Permit . _
Name Type Permit No. Date Issued Description
Lake Picket Proposed intersection
Road oM e | 1019084 1111412011 improvements of Chuluota
Realignment Road at Lake Pickett Road
Lukas Estates SJWMD/ ERP Construction plans for Lukas
Subdivision Standard General 57286 -1 5/24/2000 Estates
Corner Lake SJWMD/ ERP Retention pond plans for
Middie School | Standard General | 2 297~ V1311997 1 corner Lake Middle School
Proposed Drainage
Comerlake | SJWMD/ERP 63516 - 8 11/18/2014 | Modifications for the Corner
Plaza Standard General
Lake Plaza
The construction of a
surface water management
system, which
Corner Lake SJWMD/ ERP consists of a 243-acre
Estates Standard General 81542-9 711072000 single-family residential
subdivision to be known as
Corner Lake
Estate Subdivision
The proposed County Road
CR 419 (CR) 419 expansicon project
Improvement SJWMD/ ERP 58045 - 1 12/1/1999 P proj
conducted by Orange
Plans Standard General County

Other existing environmental resource permit documents that were reviewed included:
#21001 Cypress Lakes (multiple phases)

#27857 Corner Lake Middle School

#57286 Lukas Estates
#63516 Corner Lake Estates
#63516 Corner Lakes Plaza
#81542 Country Lake Estates
#83067 BP Amoco (Retail Shopping Center)
#101908-1 and -2 Mandalay Subdivision & Estates / Lake Pickett Road

Realignment

#101908-4 Lake Pickett Road and Chuluota Road Intersection Improvements

Proposed development plans that were reviewed included:
ERP#21001 Cypress Lakes Phase | (Parcel P), aka YardCo
ERP#166225 YardCo - East Colonial
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» FDOT 60% Roadway Plans for SR 50, 239203-7-52-01
* Cross Life Church

 The Grow Farm & Garden Community

e FEast Orange Trail

3.12.4 Floodplains and Floodways

Based on the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Maps

(FIRM’s) dated September 25, 2009, portions of the study area are located within Zone A (100 Year)
floodplain (see Appendix H). There are no Zone AE floodplains within the study area. The Zone A
floodplains occur:

» East of Chuluota Road across from Corner Lake Middle School. This Zone A floodplain is
isclated.

= North and South of Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard. This Zone A floodplain ultimately drains to
Lake Pickett.

Please refer to the Pond Siting Report for a depiction of the floodplains in the study area. There will be
floodplain impacts within the project corridor that will be mitigated by providing compensatory volume in
proposed floodplain compensation ponds. Calculations supporting the floodplain compensatory volume
required have been included in Appendix H. A floodplain compensatory pond (FC-1) is proposed across
from Corner Lake Middle School, and a floodplain compensatory pond (FC-2) is proposed adjacent to
wetlands south of Lake Pickett Road and east of Chuluota Road.

3.12.5 Existing Cross Drains

Three existing cross drains are located within the study area as indicated in Table 3-9 below. An analysis
was performed for each cross drain the needed sizes.

Table 3-9
Existing Cross Drains
Existing
Culvert | Station Cond't’o'?s
# Size/
Type
CO#2 | 74+92 1 42" CMP
CD#3 | 107+75 1 24" RCP

3.12.6 Drainage Basin Descriptions

Four major existing roadway basins are delineated along the corridor with nine subbasins altogether,
as described below). These basins generally outfall into roadside ditches, which convey the
stormwater to adjacent wetlands or to existing storm drain systems. These existing drainage systems
provide positive outfalls for the basins. There is no existing stormwater treatment or attenuation of
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FLUCFCS 56300 - Reservoirs — This land use type best classifies stormwater management ponds
located adjacent to the study corridor and designated SW 2, 2a, 3 through 6, and 10 through 16 in
Appendix F, Figures 6-1 and 6-2.

FLUCFCS 6170 — Mixed Wetland Hardwoods -This land use type best describes WL-1, located
south of Cypress Lake Glenn Boulevard, east of Chuluota Road. This system is vegetatively comprised
of a canopy of Cypress (Taxodium spp.), sweet bay (Magnolia virginiana), wax myrtle (Myrica cenfera),
red bay (Persea borbonia), southern magnolia (Magnolia grandifiora), pines (Pinus spp.), Virginia
chain fern, swamp fern, and greenbrier. This wetland system was placed under conservation
easement (OR Book 07308, Page 2152) in support of the Cypress Lakes subdivision.

FLUCFCS 6210 - Cypress — This land use type best describes wetlands WL-2, WL-4, WL-5, and WL-
6, which are located east of Chuluota Road. These systems are vegetatively compromised of cypress,
pines, wax myrtle, Australian pine (Casuarina spp.), sweet bay, dahoon holly, camphor tree
(Cinnamomum camphora), Brazilian pepper (Schinus terebinthifolia), saltbush (Baccharis halimifolia),
swamp fern, pennywort, and greenbrier.

FLUCFCS 6300 — Wetland Forested Mixed — This {and use type best characterizes wetlands WL-7,
WL-8, and WL-9. These systems are vegetatively compromised of loblolly bay (Gordonia lasianthus),
swamp bay (Persea palustris), red bay, sweet bay, laurel oak (Quercus laurifolia), slash pine (Pinus
elfiottii), pond pine (Pinus serotina), red maple (Acer rubrum), cypress, dahoon holly (lex cassine),
camphor tree, wax myrtle, primrose willow (Ludwigia peruviana), cogon grass (Imperata cylindrica),
elderberry (Sambucus nigra), Virginia chain fern, swamp fern, arrowhead (Sagittaria spp.), grapevine
{Vitis rotundifolia), and greenbrier.

Wetlands 7 and 8 were placed under a conservation easement (OR Book 6409, Page 5387) in support
of the Corner Lake development, and a portion of WL-9 was placed under conservation easement
(OR Book 06808, Page 2737) in support of the Corner Lake Kash-n-Karry development.

FLUCFCS 6410 — Freshwater Marshes - This land use best describes wetiand WL-3, located north
of Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard and east of Chuluota Road. This system is vegetatively compromised
of scattered sweet bay, cypress, primrose willow, and wax myrtle with waterlily (Nymphaea spp.),
pennywort, rush (Juncus spp.), and open water.

Secondary Impacts

With respect to secondary impacts, such impacts may occur from construction may include lighting,
collisions with wildlife from vehicles, and impacts to water quality.

Generally, secondary impacts to the habitat function of wetlands will not be considered adverse if
buffers, with a minimum width of 15 feet and an average width of 25 feet, are provided adjacent to the
wetlands that will remain. Buffers must be maintained in their natural/undisturbed condition, provided
the construction or use of these features does not adversely impact wetlands. Wetlands or other
surface waters cannot be filled to create upland buffers.

Secondary impacts associated with stormwater pond locations and roadway alignment will need to be
further evaluated during the final design phase to ensure the proposed hydroperiod of the stormwater
management system does not adversely affect the hydrology of an adjacent wetland systems.

Estimated Wetland and RHPZ Impacts

Estimated wetland and RHPZ impacts are shown on Table 3-10 on the following page. Note, the
shown impacts are for all possible improvement options — the final estimated impacts will be
determined after the preferred roadway and pond improvements have been identified.
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Table 3-10, Approximate Wetland Impacts

Wetland/Other FLUCFCS ilrigﬂ?ns::t Proposed Proposed Pond RHPZ
Surface Water ID  Code Impact (ac)* Pond ID Impacts {ac)* Uplands {ac)*
WL-1 6170 0.33
WL-2 6170
WL-3 6410 0.16
WL-7 6210 Pond 3A 073 1.09
WL-7 6210 Pond 3B 0.11 0.18
WL-8 6300 Pond 2B 0.97*
WL-9 8250 Pond 1B 1.22* 0.07
SW-1 5130 273
Upland FC Pond 1 0.05*
TOTAL 3.22 3.08 1.34

* Impact acreages are based on approximate limits through aerial interpretation and limited ground-truthing
activities.
** Impacts to a system or upland area under a recorded conservation easement. Additional mitigation is likely
required to offset the mitigation

value that was offset by the easement.
*** Upland-cut surface waters would not be jurisdictional unless inhabited by protected wildlife species.

Mitigation bank service areas and mitigation credit availability for Econlockhatchee River Nested Basins
include Lake X Ranch, TM-Econ Phase i-lll, and TM-Econ Phase IV. Orange County owned TM-Econ Phase
IV is available for use, and the preferred option for required mitigation. Table 3-11 provides a summary of TM-
Econ Phase |V's service areas and available credits.

Table 3-11, Summary of Available Mitigation Credits from TM-Econ MB Phase
IV for Chuluota Road RCA

Mitigation Bank Bank Service Area *Credits Available

(18) St. Johns River (Canaveral Marshes to Wekiva), (19) 227.84 State (Includes

TM-Econ MB Phase IV, Econlockhatchee River Nested, (23) Lake Jesup, part of (20) Southern RHPZ credits)

O Count t. Johns River. B Creek, Lake Hart, Lake Myrtle, and East Lake
range County 5t Johns River. Boggy Cree ake ! y (3 371836 Federal

*Based on coordination with OCEPD personnel on May 3, 2022.

3.13.2 Federal and State Listed Species

FNAI is a non-profit conservation organization that maintains a database of recorded occurrences of rare
habitat types and imperiled plant and wildlife species. FNAI classifies imperiled species on a 5-tiered rarity
ranking system, both globally and state-wide, and also includes federal and state protection statuses for such
species. FNAI is not a regulatory or law enforcement agency, however, FNAI's database was consulted for
this study due to their comprehensive records of species occurrence.

The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) lists and regulates the economic
use of flora identified as endangered, threatened, or commercially exploited. Typical economic uses include
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Scientific Name Common Protection Occurre.nce Consultation Habitat
Name Status I ENE] Area
Audubon's .
Polyborus pig(rcus Crested FT Low Yes Open country, dry prairie, and ruderal
audubonii areas
Caracara
Laterallus Eastern black FT Low - Salt and freshwater marshes
jamaicensis rail
Rostrﬁa{pus Everglqde snail FE Moderate Yes Freshwater marshes, vegetated fringes of
sociabilis kite shallow lakes and ponds
Athene cunicularia Florida Sparsely vegetated sandhills, dry prairies,
; . ST Low
floridana burrowing owl and ruderal areas
Antigone , .
canadensis Florida sandhill aT High B Shallow wetilelmds, freshwater marshes,
; crane and wet prairies
pratensis
Aphelocoma | Florida scrub- FT Low Yes Scrub and scrubby flatwoods
coeruluscens jay
Egretta caerulea |Litlle blue heron ST Moderate Marshes, ponds, and rivers
. .| Red-cockaded .
Picoides borealis woodpecker FE Low Yes Open, mature pine flatwoods
Egreita tricolor |Tricolored heron ST Moderate Marshes, ponds, and rivers
Roseate Coastal mangroves, Brazilian pepper on
Flatalea ajaja spoonbill ST No - man-made dredge spoil islands, and
P willow heads of freshwater
Mycteria Fresh and brackish forested wetlands,
americana Wood stork FT Moderate swamps, ponds, and marshes

Occuwrrence Potential = No. Low, Moderate, High
Consultation Area = Identified within consuftation area as depicted by FWS and/or FWC GIS Dala

Code Key: FE = Federally Designated Endangered, ST = State-Designated Threatened, FT = Federalfly Designated Threalened, FT
S/A = Federal Designated Threatened due to Similar in Appearance

Data Source. FWS ECOS (FWS 2021): FNAI (FNAI 2022}
Florida's endangered species, and threatened species (FWC 2021)
“Protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act

Bald Eagle

Although the bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) is delisted, the species remains protected through the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act. Florida has one of the densest
concentrations of nesting bald eagles in the lower 48 states, with several clustered around significant lake,
river, and coastal systems throughout the state (FWC 1999-2021). Bald eagles typically nest and roost in
forested habitats that consist of mature canopy trees along habitat edges, aliowing an unobstructed view of
surrounding areas. Daytime roosts are often found in the highest trees and adjacent to shorelines. High-quality
foraging habitat for bald eagles has a diversity and abundance of prey, access to shallow water, and tall trees
or structures (FWC 1999-2021).

The AEW Program monitors nest sites during nesting season. Data provided on the AEW website is updated
through the 2020-2021 nesting season (Audubon Society 2021). MSE biologists queried the AEW database
for known bald eagle nest sites within a 1-mile radius of the study corridor. One bald eagle nest, nest ID OR074,
was identified approximately 0.5 mile west of Chuluota Road (See Appendix F, Figure 7). This nest has not
been monitored, and its status is unknown at this time.

No nest sites were observed during site reviews. It is anticipated that the proposed project will not adversely
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impact the bald eagle or nesting trees. It is recommended that the database for documented bald eagle nest
sites be queried, and a site review be conducted during the design and permitting phase of this project to verify
nesting statuses at that time.

Federally Protected Wildlife Species
American Alligator

FWS considers the American alligator (Afligator mississippiensis) threatened due to similarity in appearance
to the federally endangered American crocodile (Crocodylus acutus). The American alligator inhabits fresh
and brackish marshes, ponds, lakes, rivers, swamps, bayous, and large spring runs; it is found in salt marsh
and estuarine habitats in some parts of the state (Scott 2004). Alligators play a vital role in creating and
maintaining microhabitats {gator holes), which can offer refuge to a host of species in water source habitats.
A nest consists of a mound of compacted earth and vegetation, usually 4-7 feet in diameter, with nesting
season occurring in the spring (Scott 2004). The alligator has a wide variety of food sources, including fish,
ducks, wading birds, raccoons, and turtles.

The American alligator is known to inhabit a wide variety of aquatic habitats, including stormwater management
ponds. Although this species was not observed during ground-truth activities, there is potential for the species
to cross between wetland systems under Chuluota Road through drainage culverts.

The proposed roadway improvements include widening travel lanes throughout the study corridor and
maintaining hydrologic connections (culverts) to systems located east and west of Chuluota Road, thus
allowing the movement of this species. Roadway improvements within this study area are not likely to
adversely affect this species or its habitat.

Audubon’s Crested Caracara

FWS lists the crested caracara (Polyborus plancus audubonii) as threatened. This species is typically found in
dry or wet prairies with scattered cabbage palms and improved/unimproved pasturelands (FWS 2019a). Nest
sites are typically found in the tallest cabbage palm in the area or other structures free of dense vegetation.
Caracara birds are opportunistic feeders, with their diets consisting of insects, fish, snakes, turtles, birds, and
mammals (rabbits, skunks, prairie dogs).

The study corridor lies within the northern limits of FWS's consultation area for this species (See Appendix F,
Figure 8) and supports suitable habitat within the northern limits of the corridor. Although suitable habitat
consisting of improved pastures and scattered cabbage palms is present, this species was not observed during
site reviews. If proposed impacts to cabbage palms are identified during final design, FWS may request that a
formal survey be conducted using FWC's “Recommended Management Practices and Survey Protocols for
Audubon’s Crested Caracaras (Caracara chernway audubonii) in Florida” (FWC 2001). Surveys should be
conducted between January and March, when nesting is at its peak and adults are likely to be feeding
nestlings, or between March and April, when chicks have fledged the nest and adults are active.

No crested caracaras were observed during site review, and it is anticipated that the proposed roadway
improvements will not adversely affect the crested caracara; however, additional surveys may be necessary
based on final design.

Florida Scrub-Jay

FWS lists the Florida scrub-jay (Aphelocoma coerulescens) as threatened. This species is typically found in
sand pine, xeric oak scrub, and scrubby flatwoods with sandy soils and fire-dominated habitat types. The
scrub-jay's diet consists mainly of acorns, arthropods, berries, seeds, and a wide variety of insects
{(Woolfenden and Fitzpatrick 1996).

The study corridor lies within the consultation area for the Florida scrub-jay (See Appendix F, Figure 9);
however, no suitable habitat is present within the study corridor. It is anticipated that this species will not be
adversely impacted, and a formal survey following FWS's protocol is not anticipated for this species.
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Red-Cockaded Woodpecker

FWS lists the red-cockaded woodpecker (RCW) (Picoides Borealis) as endangered. The RCW is known to
inhabit mature pine forests to bore out cavities in living pines (FWS 2020). Cavity trees can be in clusters of
trees found on an average of 10 acres. The size of the RCWs territory is dependent upon habitat suitability.
The RCW's diet consists primarily of insects (egg, larval, and adult stages) found on or in pine trees. Large,
older pine trees are preferred, as the RCW's foraging method includes flaking away bark and probing under
bark (FWS 2020).

Aithough the study corridor lies within the RCW consultation area (See Appendix F, Figure 10), no suitable
habitat was identified during site reviews. It is anticipated that this species will not be adversely impacted,
and formal surveys will likely not be needed.

Snail Kite

FWS lists the snail kite (Rostrhamus sociabilis plumbeus) as endangered. The snail kite is found near
extensive, open freshwater marshes and lakes with shallow water and a low density of emergent vegetation
of natural and artificial systems (FWS 1986). The apple snail (Pomacea pafudosa) is the snail kite's primary
food source, making the snail kite's survival dependent on the hydrology and water quality of watersheds
associated with the Everglades, Lake Okeechobee, Kissimmee Valley, and the upper St. Johns River (FWS
1986).

The study corridor lies within the FWS consultation area for this species; however, it is outside of the FWS
designated “critical habitat” (See Appendix F, Figure 11). Neither the snail kite nor apple snails were observed
within the study corridor. If stormwater pond locations or alignments shift during the final design, it is
recommended that a site review be conducted for the species. It is anticipated that the proposed project will
not adversely impact the snail kite or its habitat.

Wood Stork

FWS lists the woaod stork (Mycteria americana) as threatened. This species is typically found in freshwater
marshes, swamps, lagoons, ponds, flooded fields, depressions in marshes, and brackish wetlands. The core
foraging areas (CFA) for this species include areas of very shallow water, generally 6-10 inches in depth,
where there is an abundance of small fishes and other aquatic life. These small fishes may include
mosquitofish, sailfin mollies, flagfish, and several species of sunfish. Wood storks may also prey on frogs,
salamanders, snakes, crayfish, insects, and baby alligators (Scott 2004). Suitable foraging habitat is defined
in “The Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Jacksonville Ecological
Services Field Office, and State of Fiorida Effect Determination Key for the Wood Stork in Central and North
Peninsular Florida” (USACE, FWS, FWC 2018) as "any area containing patches of relatively open (25%
aquatic vegetation), calm water, and having a permanent or seasonal water depth between 2 and 15 inches.”

FWS has identified a 15-mile radius CFA around known wood stork colonies. This CFA is deemed essential
for reproductive success. The study corridor is within the 15-mile CFA of two wood stork colonies (See
Appendix F, Figure 12):

» Lake Mary Jane last active 2019 (FWS 2010-2019), located approximately 12.7 miles south.
» Orlandc Wetland Park last active 2018 (FWS 2010-2019), located approximately 8.9 miles east.

Impacts to suitable foraging habitat are not anticipated to resuit from the proposed project. Using the “Effect
Determination Key for the Wood Stork in Central and North Peninsular Flonda" {USACE, FWS, FWC 2018) to
evaluate the project’s effect on the wood stork, the following were concluded:

* The project corridor is more than 2,500 feet from a colony.
* The proposed work will not affect suitable foraging habitat.

Because of these conditions, the proposed project received a determination of “no effect” (See Appendix F,
Attachment A}.
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State-Protected Wildlife Specias

Gopher Tortoise

FWC lists the gopher tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus) as threatened. The gopher tortoise inhabits
subterranean burrows in dry upland habitats, such as longleaf pine sandhills, xeric oak hammocks, scrub, pine
flatwoods, dry prairies, and coastal dunes. Gopher tortoises can also be found in pastures, ruderal fields, and
grassy roadsides. To be suitable for gopher tortoises, the habitat must have well-drained sandy soils for digging
burrows, herbaceous piants, and open sunny areas for nesting and basking.

Periodic natural fires play an important role in maintaining tortoise habitat by opening the canopy and
promoting growth of herbaceous plants used for forage. If natural fires are suppressed, the habitat becomes
unsuitable for gopher tortoises (Cox, Inkley and Kautz December 1987). Gopher tortoise burrows are an
important habitat to many native species. It is estimated that 39 invertebrates and 42 vertebrate species use
gopher tortoise burrows to some degree (Cox, Inkiey and Kautz December 1987). Of those species, protected
species that frequently inhabit gopher tortoise burrows include the Florida pine snake, eastern indigo snake,
and burrowing owl. This commensal relationship warranted field investigation for such species within the study
corridor.

Although suitable habitat for the gopher tortoise was found within the northern limits of the corridor, no burrows
were identified during the site review; however, this area is not precluded from gopher tortoises entering the
property and establishing burrows. During final design, and prior to construction activities, it is recommended
that a survey for gopher tortoise burrows be conducted in accordance with FWC's “Gopher Tortoise Permitting
Guidelines” (FWC 2008/Revised Effective July 2020). Should gopher tortoise burrows be identified,
coordination with FWC will be required.

Florida Sandhill Crane

FWLC lists the Florida sandhill crane (Antigone canadensis pratensis) as threatened. The Florida sandhill crane
is a non-migratory bird found in freshwater marshes, prairies, and pastures. Florida sandhill cranes tend to
avoid areas with taller vegetation or dense forest canopies and prefer habitat with short vegetation (e.g., less
than 20 inches high in uplands) (FWC 2019). The sandhill crane is often found foraging in a variety of open
habitats, including roadsides. Their diet consists of berries, seeds, insects, mice, small birds, snakes, lizards,
and frogs. Shallow freshwater marshes with an average water depth of 4-13 inches are critical for nesting and
roosting (FWC 2019). Additionally, uplands adjacent to nesting marshes are important for young untit they are
able to fly (FWC 2019).

Suitable foraging and nesting habitat was found within the study corridor, and the species was observed
foraging within uplands and wetlands adjacent to Chuluota Road, but no active nest sites were observed. FWC
recommends conducting a survey following the Florida Sandhilf Crane Survey Protocol {See Appendix F,
Attachment B) between December and August for active nest sites. If no active nests are detected, no
additional coordination with FWC is required. The Florida sandhil crane was observed foraging within the right-
of-way and WL-3 during site reviews.

Wading Birds

FWOC lists the little blue heron (Egretta caerulea) and tricolored heron (Egretta tricolor) as threatened. These
species are typically found in marshes, ponds, lakes, meadows, mudflats, lagoons, streams, mangrove
lagoons, and other bodies of shallow water. Their diet consists of various types of fish, amphibians, and
invertebrates. Nesting generally occurs in both coastal and freshwater environments in swamps and mangrove
forests. They share nesting sites with other wading birds to form rookery colonies (Rodgers, Jr., Kale, |l and
Smith 1996).

These species were not observed during ground-truth activities. Measures to mitigate impacts to wetlands can
be designed to provide additional benefits to wetland dependent species potentially impacted by this project.
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Non-Protected Wildhife Species

In addition to federally and/or state-protected wildlife, the study corridor supports habitat for non-protected
species. Wildlife species observed during site reviews include the following: great egret (Ardea alba), red-
shoulder hawk (Buteo lineatus), brown anole (Anolis sagrei), mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos), and black
vulture {Coragyps atratus). Areas within the study corridor may provide resting, nesting, and foraging
opportunities for wetland dependent wildlife species and migratory birds.

3.13.4 Wetland and/or Surface Water Regulatory Overview and Permitting
Requirements

Federal, state, and local government agencies are charged with protecting jurisdictional wetlands and
surface waters, and protected wildlife species, and their habitats. A discussion of each agency's general
requirements in protecting such features is provided below.

Federai Requ.rements

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

The Department of the Army, through its regulatory division, regulates the discharge of dredge or fill material
into waters of the United States (WOTUS) under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA), and in navigable
waters of the United States under Sections 9 and 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (RHA) (USACE
n.d.). The term “navigable waters of the United States” is defined to include all waters that are subject to the
ebb and flow of the tide, and/or are presently used, or have been used in the past, or may be susceptible
for use to transport interstate or foreign commerce (33 Code of Federal Regulations. Part 329. n.d.). Since
1970, the USACE and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) have defined wetlands under the CWA
as “areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and duration sufficient
to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted
for life in saturated soil conditions” and “wetlands [that] generally include swamps, marshes, bogs, and
similar areas” (EPA n.d.).

On June 22, 2020, the Navigable Waters Protection Rule (NWPR) became affective codifying the definition
of “water of the United States” under the CWA. The NWPR includes four categories of jurisdictional waters
and provides specific exclusions for many water features that traditionaily had been regulated (Federal
Register Vol. 85, No 77. April 21, 2020). In this final rule, “waters of the United States” include the following:

Territorial seas and traditional navigable waters

Perennial and intermittent tributaries that contribute surface flow to such waters
Certain lakes, ponds, and impoundments of jurisdictional waters (dams)
Wetlands adjacent to other jurisdictional waters

To determine if a wetland system meets jurisdiction under the USACE rules and regulations, an applicant
may submit for an Approved Jurisdictional Determination (AJD). USACE will review wetland and/or other
surface water systems within limits of a project and verify presence/absence of waters of the United States
under the NWPR . If federal jurisdiction is determined, impacts to wetland systems would require coordination
with USACE to obtain one of the following three types of permits (USACE Jacksonville n.d.):

Nationwide Permits (NWP) — NWPs are used to allow filling of wetlands and other jurisdictional
waterbodies in situations where impacts to systems will have minimal adverse environmental
effect. NWWPs allow certain categorical activities to take place so long as the activity does not
exceed impact thresholds.
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o NWP 14 - Linear Transportation Projects — This permit is available for projects such as
roadways, highways, railways, trails, airport runways, and taxiways. For issuance of an NWP-
14, a project must have 0.5-acre or less of impacts to USACE-regulated waters, for non-tidal
waters.
General Permits {GP) — GPs are issued on a nationwide or regional basis for a category of activities
that are substantially similar in nature and cause only minimal individual and cumulative impacts.
GPs are reviewed every 5 years and have been developed to reduce the burden of the regulatory
program on the pubiic and ensure timely issuance of permits.
Standard Permits (SP) — SPs are required when the proposed project does not meet the criteria of a
GP or NWP. SPs require a 21-day comment period under public notice.

Federal Delegation

In December 2020, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) approved the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection's (FDEP) application to adopt the federal 404 program, known as the "State 404
Program’. State assumption over the 404 program intends to streamline permitting procedures, in which
both federal and state permits are required for impacts to jurisdictional wetland and surface waters.

FDEP, under Chapter 62-331, assumed jurisdiction over dredging and filling in waters of the US regulated
by the State (Section 373.4145, FS) effective December 22, 2020. Section 404 of the CWA allows for
authorization of activities within certain waters (state-assumed waters) to be issued by FDEP. State-
assumed waters are all waters of the US that are not retained USACE. Retained Waters are those waters
which are presently used or are susceptible to use in their natural condition or by reasonable improvement to
transport interstate or foreign commerce shoreward to their ordinary high-water mark, including all waters which
are subject to the ebb and flow of the tide shoreward to their mean high-water mark, including wetlands adjacent
thereto. The Corps will retain responsibility for permitting for the discharge of dredged or fill material in those
waters identified in the Retained Waters List, as well as all waters subject to the ebb and flow of the tide
shoreward to their mean high-water mark that are not specifically listed in the Retained Waters List, including
wetlands adjacent thereto landward to the administrative boundary. The administrative boundary demarcating
the adjacent wetlands over which jurisdiction is retained by the USACE is a 300-foot guideline established from
the ordinary high-water mark or mean high tide line of the retained water” (FDEP 2020).

If impacts to state-assumed wetland systems are proposed, coordination with FDEP would be necessary to
obtain the necessary permit, however, regulations should be reviewed during final design and permitting to
determine which agency will review the project under federal regulations.

During the design phase, wetlands and other surface water systems will need to be delineated in accordance
with federal regulations to accurately determine impacts. Unavoidable direct and secondary impacts to “waters
of the United States” may be offset through appropriate mitigation.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

FWS regulates protected wildlife species under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973. FWS typically
becomes involved during the wetland permitting process through a Section 7 Consultation with USACE. In
accordance with the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 USC 661-666¢), consultation with FWS and FWC
is necessary when “waters of any stream or other body of water are proposed or authorized to be impounded,
diverted,. ..or otherwise controlled or modified” under a federal permit.

Section 10 of the ESA is designed to regulate a wide range of activities affecting endangered or threatened
organisms and their habitats (protected resources). With some exceptions, the ESA prohibits activities
affecting these protected species and their habitats unless authorized by a permit from FWS or the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). Permitted activities are designed to be consistent with the conservation of
the species and this action is undertaken when USACE permitting is not required.
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During consultation with FWS, the agency will evaluate the project and provide one of the following
determinations for each species identified within the project area:

No effect — USACE has determined that the project will not adversely impact the species and no further
coordination with FWS is required.

May affect — USACE has determined that the proposed project may impact a protected resource.
USACE will consult with FWS to take either of the following actions;
o Request concurrence with “may affect, but not likely to adversely affect.”
o Request initiation of formal consultation for determinations of *may affect, likely to adversely

affect.”

Both requests should include written analysis explaining the determination in the form of a
Biological Assessment (BA) or a Biological Evaluation (BE)} (FWS 2016).

Desktop analysis and site reviews did not identify critical foraging, resting, or nesting habitat within the study
corridor for federally protected wildlife; therefore, coordination with FWS is not anticipated. If proposed pond
locations or alignments shift during final design, additional site reviews and surveys may be warranted.

State Requrements
St. Johns River Water Management District

The state of Florida defines wetlands as “those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface water or
groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and under normal circumstances, do support, a
prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soils” (Chapter 62-340.200 FAC). SIRWMD
regulates impacts to wetlands and/or other surface waters, pursuant to Part IV Chapter 373 of the Florida
Statute (FS), and in accordance with Chapter 62-330 FAC for area of the Chuluota Road RCA. SJRWMD
requires an Environmental Resource Permit (ERP) that authorizes activities in a manner that prevents flooding,
manages surface water, and protects water quality, wetlands, and other surface waters.

Locat Gousarnmeant
Orange County Environmental Protection Division

The Orange County Environmental Protection Division {OCEPD) is a local government agency that regulates
wetlands pursuant to Article X — Wetland Conservations Areas Section 15 {Orange County Government 2019).
This ordinance classifies wetland systems by size, hydrologic connection, and use of the system by protected
wildlife species. All wetland systems within unincorporated Orange County, Florida, are classified using the
following criteria:

» Class | — System has a hydrologic connection to natural surface water bodies, or lake littoral zone; is
40 acres or larger in size; or provides critical habitat to federal- and/or state-protected wildlife species

* Class |l — System consists of isolated wetlands or formerly isolated wetlands that have been altered to
have a direct connection to other surface water drainage, and the system is greater than or equal to 5
acres or is not otherwise classified as a Class | wetland

» Class lll - System is isolated wetland less than 5 acres and does not qualify as a Class | or Class ||
system

Class | wetland systems receive the greatest protection and may be impacted only when no alternative exists
for the reasonabie use of the land where there is an overriding public benefit. Class Il wetiand systems may
be impacted except when contrary to public interest. Class Il wetland systems may be impacted in every case.

OCEPD evaluates secondary impacts like that of SURWMD with a 15-foot minimum, 25-foot average width
into a system. In addition, direct and secondary impacts may be offset through appropriate mitigation.
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3.13.5 Wildlife Corridors

As part of the RCA ecological evaluation, the opportunity of implementing wildlife crossings within the study
corridor was evaluated. Wildlife crossings are typically associated with linear projects when natural habitat is
located on both sides of a proposed crossing and that habitat is protected from site conversion by having a
preservation or conservation status. These crossings allow for terrestrial wildlife to move uninterrupted and
safely through a roadway corridor.

Evaluation Criteria

The study corridor was analyzed for opportunities of implementing wildlife crossings. The analysis included a
review of the following:

¢ Biodiversity Resource Priorities (BRP)
¢ |dentification and location of conservation fands and/or public lands
e Current and future development plans

The CLIP was developed between FNAI, University of Florida GeoPlan Center and Center for Landscape
Conservation Planning, and FWC. CLIP is a collection of spatial data that identifies statewide opportunities for
protecting biodiversity, landscapes, and water resources in Florida. CLIP is available for use as a resource
planning tool for state, regional, and local agencies in natural resource protection by providing a broad picture
of natural resources to support conservation opportunities (NatureServe 2021). CLIP is organized into a set of
core natural resource data layers that are combined into five resource categories, with the first three making
up the Aggregated CLIP Model:

Biodiversity figures have been included in Appendix F. Based on a desktop review of the BPR data (See
Appendix F, Figure 15) areas within this RCA received a ranking between 2 and 5. Areas throughout the
study corridor have been bisected through land development (e.g., roads, residential areas, commercial),
suggesting a wildlife crossing location may not be feasible.

Current and Future Corridor Conditions

Chuluota Road is currently a two-lane road with some sidewalks and maintained right-of-way. The Chulucta
Road corridor includes residential and commercial development, stormwater management areas, and areas
of natural, undeveloped forested uplands and wetlands land use types. Undeveloped lands are located east
and west of Chuluota Road but are bisected by development and roadways. Continuous uninterrupted natural
habitat is not present within the study corridor.

Proposed Wildlife Crossing
Twao critical evaluation criteria were considered when determining the implementation and placement of wildlife
crossings:

» The presence of natural habitat on both sides of the roadway that is protected from site alteration.
» The ability to construct a fence to guide wildlife to that crossing.

Therefore, if a potential wildlife crossing focation currently has natural habitat on both sides of the roadway, is
under private ownership, and the property owner prohibits the construction of a fence, or reserves the right to
move or remove the wildlife fence in the future, the long-term viability of the location is greatly diminished.

Applying the above criteria, review of biodiversity data for the study corridor, existing natural habitat, and site
reviews, one potential wildlife crossing location was evaluated south of Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard (North)
(Figure 18).

Wildlife Crossing Location 1 — This site is located near an existing 42-inch cross culvert that has natural habitat
consisting of forested uplands and wetlands on both sides of the roadway, with the east parcel under
conservation. The west side of the roadway in this area is owned by Cross Life Church which is in discussions
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with the County regarding a total take to accommodate Pond 3C. In addition, the following items were noted
at this location:

* BPR - This area is identified with a ranking of 4 west of and 3 east of Chuluota Road.

« Conservation — FL-SOLARIS CLEAR data indicates land under conservation easement is located
east of the study corridor, with the remainder of the location not under conservation.

+ Current and Future Land Use — This location consists of undeveloped of forested uplands and
wetlands located on both sides of Chuluota Road. However, the eastern boundary of conservation area is
bordered by existing development.

Based on the information and analysis presented above, and wildlife known to inhabit this area, a wildlife
crossing is not justified due to the lack of sustainable natural communities and a continuous corridor for wildlife
movement. However, this location should be reviewed further during finat design once discussions between
the church and County have been concluded.
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4 DESIGN CONTROLS AND STANDARDS
4.1 Roadway Design Criteria

Sources used to determine the design criteria for the Chuluota Road RCA include the FDOT Design
Manual, the FDOT Design Standards for Design, Construction, Maintenance and Utility Operations on
the State Highway System, the FDOT Manual of Uniform Minimum Standards for Design, Construction
and Maintenance for Streets and Highways (Florida Greenbook), and the Manual of Uniform Traffic
Control Devices (MUTCD). Specific design criteria used for the development of the proposed design
are identified below:

s Design Speed: 40 mph (Posted 40 mph) from SR 50 to Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard (South),
and 45 mph from Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard (South) to Lake Pickett Road (Posted 45 mph)

¢ Functional Classification;: Urban Minor Arterial

¢ Desired Level of Service: LOS of “D” or better

e Lane Widths: Travel lane - 11 feet

o Sidewalk Width: 6 feet

¢ Multiuse Path: 10 feet from SR 50 to north of Cypress Lakes development, 14 feet from north
of Cypress Lakes to Lake Pickett Road which will accommodate the proposed East Orange
Trail

¢ Median Width: 22 feet, raised

¢« Curb Type: Type E (median) Type F (outside)

* Border Width: Varies

¢ Lateral Offset/Utility Strip: Four feet from Back of Curb

+« Pavement Design: (to be determined)

+ Landscape Budget: (to be determined during design, though typically $75,000/mile)

4.2 Drainage Design Criteria

The Chuluota Road project area is located within the Big Econlockhatchee River Basin within the
jurisdiction of the St. Johns River Water Management District (SIRWMD). The Econlockhatchee
River System is considered an QOutstanding Florida Waters (OFW). Compensation will be required
for all flood water displaced by development below the 100-year flood elevation. Compensating
storage is to be accomplished between the normal seasonal high-water elevation and the 100-year
flood elevation.

The design of the stormwater management facilities for the project will be governed by the rules set
forth by SIRWMD and Orange County. Water treatment and attenuation requirements will comply
with the guidelines as defined in the SIRWMD ERP Manual. The stormwater management facilities
have been sized to meet the criteria of the SUIRWMD and the Orange County Public Works
Department Engineering Manual. The following drainage design criteria has been used for the sizing
of the proposed stormwater management ponds:

+ For a project or portion of a project located within an open drainage basin, the allowable
discharge is based on the SUIRWMD'’s 24-hour, 25-year rainfall maps and the NRCS Type ||
Florida Modified 24-hour rainfall distribution.

* The Orange County Municipal Code indicates that “[flor predevelopment time of concentration
between zero and thirty (30) minutes, use six-hour storm duration for design” and “[f] or
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predevelopment time of concentration over thirty {30) minutes, use twenty-four-hour storm

duration for design.” The 25-year 6-hour rainfall total is 5.75 inches, and the 24-year 24-hour

rainfall total is 8.4 inches (based on intensity of rainfall derived from FDOT rainfall charts, per
municipal code). For this project, a design storm of the 25-year, 24-hour rainfall was used for
pond sizing to meet the SIRWMD criteria and to be conservative.

* The post-development volume of direct runoff must not exceed the pre-development volume
of direct runoff for the 25-year frequency, 96-hour duration storm for systems discharging to
landlocked lakes which are adjacent to properties of more than one ownership. These systems
shall not cause an increase in the total pre-development flood stage. [SUIRWMD Permit
Information Manual (PIM) Part lll, Chapter 3, Section 3.2.1{c)]

* A stormwater facility shall be designed as an open space amenity which is consistent with the
urban design concepts of the particular CVC. Stormwater facilities serving nonresidential
development may be located outside of the area designated for commercial or office
development.

+ Except as stated below, a retention or detention facility shall be designed with a maximum
side slope of 5.1, so that fencing is not required. A wet-bottom retention pond with a side siope
steeper than 5:1 may be permitted as an integral element of the urban design or architectural
theme of the development.

+ Pool depths should be a minimum of six feet below the design "normal” water level.

+ A wet-bottom retention pond shall be landscaped in accordance with the following criteria:

o Up to two and one-half acres. At least ten percent of the land above the design high-water
level, excluding maintenance berms, shall be landscaped with plant materials other than
ground cover over at least fifty percent of the required area, and at least fifty percent of
those plant materials shall be native species; or a littoral zone band at least five feet in
width for at least fifty percent of the shoreline shall be established with native aquatic or
semi-aquatic plant species.

o From two and one-half to five acres. At least five percent of the land above the design
high-water level excluding maintenance berms shall be landscaped with plant materials
other than ground cover over at least fifty percent of the required area, and at least fifty
percent of those plant materials shail be native species; or a littoral zone band at least five
feet in width for at least thirty-five percent of the shoreline shall be established with native
aquatic or semi-aquatic plant species.

o More than five acres. A littoral zone band at least five feet in width for at least twenty
percent of the shoreline shall be established with native aquatic or semi-aquatic plant
species.

* A wet-bottom retention pond shall be designed as a barrier-free aesthetic amenity.

+ A skimmer shall be provided on a wet-bottom stormwater management facility to minimize the
accumulation of trash and pollutants.

* Any wet-bottom retention pond visible from any existing arterial right-of-way shall provide an
aquatic planting in a continuous band on the side of the pond remote from the right-of-way to
screen the bank area between the normal water elevation and the high-water elevation. This
littoral zone planting shall be at least four feet wide and average six feet wide.

* A dry-bottom stormwater management facility shall be designed with at least five percent of
the area above the peak stage elevation landscaped with plant materials other than ground
cover over at least fifty percent of the required area, and at least fifty percent of those plant
materials shall be native species.

* A dry-bottom stormwater management facility shall be unfenced with a side slope of 5:1.

+ Any dry-bottom stormwater management facility visible from any existing arterial right-of-way
shall provide screening in the form of a hedge, berm, wall, or combination in a continuous
band on the side of the facility proximate to the right-of-way to screen the bank area of the
facility.
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5 TRAFFIC CONDITIONS

The chapter presents a summary of the existing traffic conditions as well as the future traffic
projections for the major intersections and roadway segments along Chuluota Road as
documented within the Draft Design Traffic Technical Memerandum (DDTTM) developed as part
of this study and completed in April of 2022.

In analyzing the existing operating conditions, traffic counts were first conducted at pertinent
roadway segments and intersections. The following intersections along Chuluota Road were
evaluated as part of this study:

» Chuluota Road at Lake Pickett Road (Signalized)

= Chuluota Road at Long Boat Lane / Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard {Unsignalized)

¢ Chuluota Road at Corner Lake Drive (Unsignalized)

o Chuluota Road at Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard (Signalized)

e Chuluota Road at 500 ft North of SR-50/ Publix shopping Center south driveway
(Unsignalized)

e Chuluota Road at Colonial Drive/SR 50 (Signalized)

Level of Service (LOS) analyses were then conducted for both intersections and roadway segments
using the existing traffic counts, existing signal timing data, and roadway and intersection geometry.
The intersection LOS analysis was performed based on the Highway Capacity Manual
methodologies as commuted using the Synchro software. The roadway segment LOS analysis was
conducted based on the generalized Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) volumes for urbanized
areas from the latest FDOT Q/LOS Handbook. The following sub-sections describe in more detail
the overall process and results.

5.1 Existing Conditions
5.1.1 Traffic Counts

All existing traffic count data was collected during the month of September 2018. The data collected
included:

¢ 72-Hour Classification Counts {13 locations)
¢ 10-Hour intersection turning movement counts for A M. and P .M. peak hours (6 intersections)

The weekday turning movement counts were collected for the intersections along Chuluota Road
between the peak hours of 7:00-9:00 a.m. and 12:00-8:00 p.m.

All traffic count data coliected were adjusted utilizing the latest {2020) FDOT seasonal adjustment
factors for Orange County to provide 2021 annual average conditions. Daily classification counts
were adjusted to AADT using FDOT peak season adjustment factors only, as no axle adjustment
was necessary. The traffic data collection locations are summarized in Figure 5-1.
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5.1.2 Traffic Characteristics

The following design traffic characteristics were established using traffic flow characteristics
obtained from the traffic count data:

o K30 - represents the relationship between the travel demand occurring during the 30th
highest hour of the year and the average annual daily traffic.

+ D30 - represents the directional factor occurring in the traffic flow during the 30th highest
hour.

o T-factor - represents the percentage composition of medium sized and heavy trucks
occurring in the traffic stream.

The existing traffic characteristics were established using the traffic counts collected. Specific
traffic characteristics are listed below:

» K - the proportion of AADT occurring during the peak study hour for the study roadway

* D - the proportion of traffic in the design hour of the design year traveling in the peak
direction

« T-daily — the percentage of buses and trucks occurring during a day (24-hours)

¢ T-peak — the percentage of buses and trucks occurring during the design hour

These measured K, D, and T-daily factors are annotated in Table 5-1. This table also includes
FDOT and Orange County K and D factors for comparisons purposes.

The following design traffic characteristics were established using traffic flow characteristics
obtained from the traffic count data and the FDOT Project Traffic Forecasting Handbook (PTFH):

« Standard K - the design peak hour factor utilized for the design traffic volumes within a
Large Urbanized Area.

« D - represents the directional factor occurring in the traffic flow during the peak hour.

« T-daily - the percentage of buses and trucks occurring in the traffic stream during a day
(24-hours).

» T-peak — the percentage of trucks and buses occurring during the design hour

Table 3-2 presents the recommended design traffic characteristics for Chuluota Road and the
intersecting side streets. The design traffic characteristics are used to develop design hour
volumes (DHV) and directional design hour volumes (DDHV}. The recommended T-daily factor is
used to determine the Equivalent Single Axle Loadings (ESALs) for the project corridor for
pavement design and the recommended T-peak factor is used in the intersection operational
analysis.
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Table 5-2

Chuluota Road Roadway Conce ptual Analysis - From Colonial Drive /SR 50 to Lake Pickett
Recommended Roadway Design Characteristics

Recommended Design Characteristics *

Roadway/Segment K" "p" "Tdaily" "Tpeak"
Factor Factor Factor Factor

Mainline Characteristics
Chuluota Rd (CR 419}
SR 50to Lake Pickett Rd 9.00% | 55.00% |  6.96% 3,48%
Side Street Characteristics
Colonial Dr (SR 50) 9.25% | 55.00% 6.96% 3.48%
Cypress Lake Glen By 5.00% | 61.80% 6.96% 3.48%
Corner Lake Dr 5.00% | 53.85% 6.96% 3.48%
Lake Pickett Rd 5.00% | 63.16% 6.96% 3.48%
Notes:

* K Factor for Chuluota Road and side streets are based on FDOT Standard K values recommended
foran urban arterial fromn the 2019 Project Traffic Forecasting Hondbaok .

* D Factor for Chuluota Road is based on the averoge of the field dote collected for Chuluote Road.

D' foctor calculation is 55.00% = 51.73% +53.00% +53.37% ) /3

* D Factor for SR 50 side street is based on the measured vaiues from FDOT.

* D Factor for the other side streets are based on the measured vaiues for the side street,

* The Tdaily Factor for Chuluote Road and Side Streets are based on the averoge of the field data
coliected for Chuluota Road.

* The Tpeak Factor is the Tdaily factor divided by 2

The K factor was based on the FDOT PTFH Large Urbanized Area Arterials & Highways Standard
K factor. Existing D factors were compared to historical FDOT D factors for Chuluota Road for the
last six years and alsoc compared to the range of acceptable factors found in the FDOT PTFH.
Side street D factors were based on existing D percentages. The Chuluota Road T and DHT
factors were based on the average of the existing traffic count percentages. Minor street T and
DHT factors were also based on the Chuluota Road factors.

The recommended D Factor was determined to be 52.7% (12/14/21 summary- Table 4) based on
a review of the detailed data collected along Chuluota Road per the prescribed RCA scope. Per
the County staff direction, the D Factor for the study segment volumes were increased to 55%.

5.1.3 Existing Geometry

Figure 5-2 provides the current (year 2022) intersection geometry for all the intersections
evaluated in the study. The existing intersection geometries were used in evaluating the need for
potential geometric improvements to accommodate future travel demand.

5.1.4 Existing Year Traffic Volumes
The adjusted 2021 AADT's for the individual roadway segments within the project study limits are

provided in Table 5-3. Figure 5-3 provides the existing AM and PM turning movement counts for
each of the intersections counted.
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Based upon this analysis, all Chuluota Road roadway segments currently operate within
acceptable levels of service. The segment of SR 50, west of Chuluota Road, is the only segment
in the study corridor that currently operates at over-capacity conditions. FDOT has programmed
improvements to widen this section of SR 50 to six lanes.
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Intersections

The study intersections were analyzed under existing conditions using the procedures of the
Highway Capacity Manual, 6th Edition for signalized and unsignalized intersections. This
analysis used existing traffic volumes, existing geometric conditions, and existing signal timings.
Table 5-4 includes the summary resuits for the a.m. and p.m. peak hour intersection delay and
level of service. Analysis sheets are included in Appendix G. As can be seen, all the existing
study intersections currently operate at satisfactory levels of service, with the exception of

Corner Lakes Plaza driveways.

Table 5-4

Chuluota Road Roadway Conceptual Analysis - From Colanial Drive/SR 50 to Lake Pickett Road
Existing Intersection Delay and LOS for the Study Intersections

AM Peak Hour PM Peak Hour
Study Intersections Traffic Delay Pelay
Cantrol {Sec/Veh) LOS {Sec/Veh) LOS
Chuluota Road

Lake Pickett Rd Signal 19.3 B 22.8 C
Long Boat Ln-Cypress Lk Glen Bv (N} STOP' | 8.1/85|18.8/40.2 AfA|C/E 85/84]250/425 A/A|DJE
Corner Lake Dr 5TOP ? 87]213 AlcC 8.8 24.0 AlC
Cypress Lake Glen Bv {5) Signal 13.2 B 116 8
Publix Plaza Dwy STOP ? 9.1)16.2 AlC 9.9]119.8 A|F
SR 50-Colonial Dr STOP 51.9 E 59.6 E

Notes:
"-NB/SB Left Turn Major Street Movement | £8 / WB Minor Street Movements
*-NB Left Turn Major Street Movement | EB Minor Street Movement

5.2 Future Analysis Scenarios

5.2.1 Design Period

Orange County estimates that the opening year target for the widening of Chuluota Road is 2028.
Given this anticipated schedule, the following periods were used to provide design traffic forecasts
for the Chuluota Road Roadway Conceptual Analysis study:

» Opening Year 2028
« Mid Design Year 2038
» Design Year 2048

5.2.2 Analysis Scenarios

Design traffic volumes were developed for two traffic conditions, No-Build and Build. The No-Build
condition for Chuluota Road, between SR 50 and Lake Pickett Road, assumes that the subject
facilities will maintain existing lane geometry and intersection configurations. The Build condition
includes Chuluota Road from SR 50 and Lake Pickett Road being widened to a four-lane roadway.

The build scenario of four-laning Chuluota Road between SR 50 and Lake Pickett Road
(RCA/Study Phase), is included in the adopted Orange County Capital Improvements Plan (CIP).
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Other major network improvements included in the CFRPM 7 future year networks for the RCA
study included the following for both the No-Build and Build scenarios:

Opening Year Network

* SR 50: East of Old Cheney Hwy to Chuluota Rd- widen to 6 lanes
» SR 50: Chuluota Rd to SR 520- widen to 6 lanes

Mid-design Year Network

¢ Chuluota Road/CR 419: Snow Hill Rd to the Orange County line- widen to 4 lanes
*  Woodbury Road: Lake Underhill Road to SR 50- widen to 4 lanes
¢ McCulloch Road: North Orion Boulevard to North Tanner Road- widen to 4 lanes

Design Year Network

e Richard Crotty Parkway: Goldenrod Road to Dean Road- new four-lane roadway

5.3 Future Year Traffic Projections

5.3.1 Future Corridor Travel Demand

The development of traffic projections for Chuluota Road requires the examination of historical
traffic growth, proposed development within the corridor vicinity, and a basic understanding of the
traffic circulation patterns and characteristics of the corridor. In arriving at the volume forecasts
for the Chuluota Road Corridor, various growth rates were examined. The following sections
discuss the resulting growth rates from various methodologies and the recommended growth
factor used in this analysis.

5.3.2 Trend Analysis

Traffic projections using historical growth patterns derived from annual traffic count reports form
the basis of the Trends Analysis methodology. Trends analysis uses linear regression techniques
relating traffic volumes with time. Statistical validity of trends-based analysis increases with
increasing number of sample years, and increasing R2 value. R2 values of 70% or greater are
recommended. It should be noted that future travel demand estimated from trends analysis is
based solely on historical traffic, economic and development growth patterns. Similarly, the trend
analysis method relies on historical traffic counts and does not consider traffic diversion to other
roadways due to road capacity improvements within the surrounding roadway system.

The trends growth rate analysis was based on a calculation of historic growth rates from the
following Orange County traffic count stations:

» #8142- Chuluota Road south of Long Boat Lane

s #306- Chuiluota Road south of Lake Pickett Road
e #304- Chuluota Road north of Lake Pickett Road
o #313- SR 50 west of Chuluota Road

o  #314- SR 50 east of Chuluota Road

o #307- Lake Pickett Road west of Chuluota Road
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The historic traffic count showed a 4.5% annual growth rate from year 2016 to year 2019. Count
volumes collected over the COVID-19 pandemic conditions for year 2020 were excluded. The
trend analysis worksheets are included in Appendix G.

The annual growth rate determined over year 2016 — 2019 does not reflect any activities in
advance of two major development projects in the region - the Grow’s land use program includes
2,088 residential units and 172,000 square feet of commercial uses, while the Sustanee’s planned
program will consist of 2,400 residential units to the north of SR 50 and west of Chuluota Road.
Once development of these projects begin, traffic growth trends are expected to increase until the
assumed build-out for these projects by year 2038.

5.3.3 FSUTMS Model

The current, adopted Central Florida Regional Planning Model (CFRPM 7) travel forecast model
was used to produce future traffic volumes for the Chuluota Road RCA study corridor. As part of
the process to develop the future CFRPM 7 traffic volume forecasts, a summary of coding
assumptions relating to the study area network and the edits to the future socio-economic data
inputs were summarized for review by Orange County staff. Based on input from County staff, a
summary of the CFRPM 7 coding assumptions for the network and socio-economic data was
prepared. This model was used to forecast volumes for two scenarios, Build and No-Build
conditions. The Build condition reflects the widening of Chuluota Road from SR 50 to Lake Pickett
Road. The No-Build condition represents maintaining existing roadway geometry (two lanes)
along Chulucta Road from SR 50 to Lake Pickett Road.

The key network coding modifications to the adopted CFRPM 7 future year networks were
included as follow to reflect the current programmed and planned roadway improvements,
correlating to the Chuluota Road RCA opening year (2028), mid-design year {2038), and design
year (2048) volumes for both the No-Build and Build scenarios:

Opening Year Network

» SR 50: East of Old Cheney Hwy to Chuluota Rd- widen to 6 lanes
» SR 50: Chuluota Rd to SR 520- widen to 6 lanes

Mid-design Year Network

» Chuluota Road/CR 419: Snow Hill Rd to the Orange County fine- widen to 4 lanes
» \Woodbury Road: Lake Underhill Road to SR 50- widen to 4 lanes
*  McCulloch Road: North Orion Boulevard to North Tanner Road- widen to 4 lanes

Design Year Network

» Richard Crotty Parkway: Goldenrod Road to Dean Road- new four-lane roadway

The CFRPM 7 model includes updated future land use data (ZDATA files) for the future years, as
developed by MetroPlan Orlando in coordination with the city & county governments within the
model boundaries. In order to confirm that specific major developments will be reflected in the
Chulucta Road RCA future traffic volumes, the traffic analysis zones (TAZ's) corresponding to
major developments were reviewed to ensure that the land use growth is included in the appropriate
TAZ's. This included a review of the TAZ centroid connectors. The CFRPM 7 ZDATA reasonably
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reflected the land use data for the major existing uses in the study area (UCF, Central Florida
Research Park, Waterford Lakes).

The additional future development land use plans that were also included were for The Grow and
Sustanee programs. Both future developments are located, generally, north of SR 50, south of the
Orange/Seminole county line, east of North Tanner Road, and west of CR 419. Based on a
research of County documents, The Grow and Sustanee programs were identified and summarized
below:

The Grow
Land Use Amount
Single Family 1,967 SFDU's
Multi Family 121 MFDU's
Retail & Office 172,000 SqFt

Source: The Grow PD Plan {June 2016)

Sustanee
Land Use Amount
Single Family 2,400 SFDU’s

Source: Sustanee PD Transportation Facilities
Analysis {March 2021)

Based on direction from Orange County, both development plans were assumed to be built-out by
year 2038 and incorporated accordingly in the CFRPM 7 TAZ ZDATA.

Model assignments were completed for the Chuluota Road Build networks through year 2048 for
the Build and No Build Alternatives. As produced by the CFRPM 7, the average growth rate for the
Build Alternative to Opening Year 2028 was 11.99% per year, decreasing to 4.39% per year by
mid-year 2038, and 3.00% per year for Design Year 2048. The growth rates are based on the
existing traffic counts, e.g., the growth rate from 2021 to 2048 was 3.00% per year for a total growth
of 80.90%.

The average growth rate for the No Build Alternative produced by the CFRPM 7 assignments were
7.74% per year to Opening Year 2028, decreasing to 3.07% per year by mid-year 2038, and 1.96%
per year for Design Year 2048.

Similarly, growth rates were estimated for SR 50 east and west of Chuluota Road. As the existing
volume on SR 50 is significantly higher than Chuluota Road, travel on SR 50 was expected to
reflect growth at a lower percentage rate. The average growth rate per year for SR 50 to Opening
Year 2028 is 6.8%, decreasing to 2.69% by mid-year 2038, and 2.21% for Design Year 2048 for
the Build Alternative.

Based on traffic growth rates produced by the CFRPM 7 assignments, the future volumes for both

the Build and No Build Alternatives resuited in over-capacity conditions for the existing two-lane
configuration of Chuluota Road by year 2048.
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The model accounts for the built-out land uses in the surrounding area. Most of the land use
growth in the area will occur within the area north of SR 50 and west of Chuluota Road- The Grow
and Sustanee are assumed to be build-out by year 2038. Waterford Lakes and Avalon Fark, to
the southwest, have been built-out for some time. The summary of the development of the
recommended future traffic growth rates for the Chuluota Road RCA Design Traffic Technical
Memorandum which is included in Appendix G.

Bureau of Economic and Business Research (BEBR)

Population projection data obtained from BEBR pubiished by the University of Florida were also
used for comparison purposes. The BEBR population projections suggest limited growth over the
long-range horizon in the Chuluota Road corridor or Orange County. The Orange County-wide
estimate obtained from BEBR reported an annual growth rate of 2.03% to year 2025, 1.71% per
year through year 2035, and 1.49% per year through year 2045.

Traffic Forecasts Ultilized for Analysis

The growth rates obtained from the above three sources, combined with the consideration of
short-range and long-range development along and surrounding the study corridor, were
reviewed to derive the recommended growth rate for the study area. As the result of Orange
County staff's review of the summary of the recommended future traffic growth rates to apply for
the Chulucta Road RCA Design Traffic, direction was provided by Orange County to apply the
following:

No Build Alternative

» Existing year 2021 to Opening Year 2028 rate: 1.96% per year traffic growth
« Existing year 2021 to Interim Year 2038 rate: 1.96% per year traffic growth
» Existing year 2021 to Design Year 2048 rate: 1.96% per year traffic

Build Alternative

e Existing year 2021 to Opening Year 2028 rate: 4.0% per year traffic growth
» Existing year 2021 to Interim Year 2038 rate: 4.0% per year traffic growth
» Existing year 2021 to Design Year 2048 rate: 4.0% per year traffic growth

5.3.4 Mainline Traffic Volume Projections

Figure 5-4 and Figure 5-5 show the future year Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) traffic
projections for the opening year 2028, interim year 2038, and design year 2048 along Chuluota
Road and the side streets for the No-Build and Build Scenarios, respectively. Information
regarding the methodology used to develop future traffic projections are contained within the
DTTM, Appendix G.
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5.3.5 Intersection Turning Movement Volume Projections

Figures 5-6 to Figure 5-8 show the intersection turning movement volumes projections for the
opening year 2028, interim year 2038, and design year 2048 for the No-Build scenario along the
Chulucta Road study corridor.

Figures 5-9 to Figure 5-11 show the intersection turning movement volumes projected for the
opening year 2028, interim year 2038, and design year 2048 for the Build scenario along the
Chuluota Road study corridor. information regarding the methodology used to develop future
traffic projections is contained within the DTTM.
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54 Future Year Levels of Service

5.4.1 Future Signal Requirements

Under the No-Build and Build scenarios, the unsignalized intersections along Chuluota Road were
evaluated for future signal requirements. The need for future signal requirements at these
unsignalized locations was assessed using signal warrants #1, #2, #3, #4 and #7 as specified in
the latest MUTCD.

The future intersection volumes at the unsignalized intersections were estimated using the same
hourly percentages from the existing turning movement counts grown using the projected 2048
design hour volumes for the minor streets and the approved annual growth rates for Chuluota
Road, to obtain the No-build and Build eight highest hourly volumes.

As noted in the existing conditions section, the minor street approaches all have auxiliary turn
lanes or the approach is wide enough (18/19 feet wide and vehicles were observed to treat the
approach as having a de facto left turn lane), so the minor street was evaluated as a single lane
approach using the left turn volumes compared to the threshold volumes as well as a two-lane
approach. In addition, the major street left turn volumes were also evaluated under a single-lane
approach compared to the threshold volumes.

The future Build Scenario signal warrant summary is provided in Table 5-5 on the next two pages.
As shown in the table, Warrant 2 and Warrant 3 were not met for the Chuluota Road and Long
Boat Lane/Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard intersection for design year 2048.

Because the projected turning movement traffic volumes for the Chuluota Road and Long Boat
Lane/Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard intersection are conservatively high (the subdivisions are built
out), a traffic signal is not recommended to be included as part of Buiid Alternative design at this
time. However, the need for a traffic signal in the future should be monitored. The summary of
the future signal warrant worksheets for the design year 2048 (and 2028 and 2038 where
appropriate) are provided in the DTTM, Appendix G.
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Table 5-5

Signal Justification — Traffic Volume Analysis
Chuluota Rd at Cypress Lake Glen Bv (N}

Approach Volumes Qualiying Warrant (1}
Wednesday Major Roadway Minor Roadway Minor Sircet Approach
41520 Chuluota Road EM| LongBoatlane | Cypress Lake GlenBivd | NS | Major Street Left Tum Lane One Lane Analysis 4} Two Lane Analyss (§
Time Northbound Southbound | Pads Eastbound Westbound Peds|  OneLane Analysis {3) Left Tum Lane Voume Total Approach Volume
From: | To: |Left| Thru | Right | Total | Left| Taru | Right; Total | (2) |Left Thru |Right | Total | Left| Thru |Right | Tofaly (2) | 1A (1B 2 | 3 [ & T JIAJMB[ 2|3 j 4 [ Tfm[®B)2[3[¢)7
B L T |0 |22 (M2 8 (97| 0 15|00 300 |3 [63[0 |4 (070D
TR |9 (%36 48272 |30 S {09720 %[ X X 13
R VAR R P R N R R A KLX] XX 1iX X
el mie s wlmie oo solslwlo|®ls|
T3o0M M0 405 B (285 2 (MOt 2|0 |3 @iz R IBIO X X
16 L 7 [ [om ] ee fa2 | fan s Ta 2o s [t [ s ] 0] X
1704 |8 [aot o fea [~ e ] 3 fssl6 |0 3 [0 |3 [s5] 1[5 |ma]3 A X
B 9 |23 6 (a3 2040 T[0T 8% (uyo X
Warrant 3 axmum ey n enicle Hours & Warrant 7 Number of Craghes: !;!
Number o rous ratzsamansmet| 0 | 0 {0 Lo Jo Lo el lololrlejolo]olz
Requred Verice Hours of Dakey | Pedestrians ; Accidents o megt wamant [N |58 51758
Requred rumber of hous tomestwarant] 8 [ 8 (4 |1 |4 (8 |8 [B 4 [ 1[4 )8|8B8 4] 1 [4]8
Minirvum Hours of Delay { Pedestrian / Volume Hours WarrantMet?{ Ko | No | No | Ko [ No | No | Mo | No{No | No | No [No|No | No i No | %o | No | No
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5.4.3 No-Build Scenario

The No-Build geometry and traffic control for Chuluota Road from SR 50 to Lake Pickett Road
as shown in Figure 5-11 maintains the same capacity of through-lanes and auxiliary turn lanes
as the existing roadway and intersection geometries. Figure 5-4 (presented earlier) provides the
No-Build AADT for the study roadway segments.

Figure 5-6 to Figure 5-8 (presented earlier) and Table 5-7 show the opening year, interim year,
and design year LOS results for the No-Build scenario along the Chuluota Road project corridor.

Opening Year 2028

The projected year 2028 LOS for the Chuluota Road RCA roadway segments and study
intersections are summarized in Figure 5-6 and Table 5-6 for the peak hour conditions. The East
Colonial Drive (SR 50) signalized intersection is projected to operate at LOS [ for the AM and
PM peak hours. The other two (2) signalized intersections (Schoolview Way/Cypress Lakes Glen
Boulevard, and Lake Pickett Road) are projected to operate at LOS D or better for the AM and
PM peak hours. Of the three (3} full access unsignalized intersections, Corner Lake Drive and the
Publix Store north access driveway are projected to operate at LOS D or better for the minor
street movements, and LOS A for the major street movements. The Long Boat Lane/Cypress
Lake Glen Boulevard and Publix Store south access are projected to operate at LOS E or F for
the minor street movements, and LOS A for the major street movements.

Interim Year 2038

As shown in Figure 5-7 (presented earlier) and Table 5-6, the PM Peak Hour, the SR 50 and Lake
Pickett Road signalized intersections are projected to operate at LOS F. Schoolview Way/Cypress
Lakes Glen Boulevard (signalized) is estimated to operate at LOS B for the peak hours. The
unsignalized intersections at Corner Lake Drive, Long Boat Lane/Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard
and Publix Store south access are projected to operate at LOS E or F for the minor street
movements, and LOS A or B for the major street movements over the peak hours. The Publix
Store north access is projected to operate at LOS C or D for the minor street movements, and
LOS A or B for the major street movements over the peak hours,

Design Year 2048

The projected year 2048 LOS for the Chuluota Road RCA study intersections are summarized in
Figure 5-8 above and Table 5-6 for the peak hour conditions. The East Colonial Drive (SR 50)
signalized intersection is projected to operate at LOS D for the AM and PM peak hours. The other
two signalized intersections {Schoolview Way/Cypress Lakes Glen Boulevard (South), and Lake
Pickett Road) are projected to operate at LOS D or better for the AM and PM peak hours.

Of the three full access unsignalized intersections, Corner Lake Drive and Publix Store north
access are projected to operate at LOS D or better for the minor street movements, and LOS A
for the major street movements. The Long Boat Lane/Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard, and Publix
Store south access are projected to operate at LOS E or F for the minor street movements, and
LOS A for the major street movements.
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Chulucta Road Roadway Conceptual Analysis - From Colonial Drive /SR 50 to Lake Pickett Road
Projected Intersection Delay and LOS for the Study Intersections - No -build Scenarios

Table 5-6

Future No-build AM Peak Hour - Existing 2-Lane Chuluota Road Cross Section
Study Intersections Traffic Opening Year 2028 Mid Year 2038 Design Year 2048
Control Delay (Sec/Veh) LoS Delay (Sec/Veh) LOS Delay (Sec/Veh) LOs
Chuluota Road
Lzke Pickett Rd Signal 239 C 322 C 54.1 D
Long Boat Ln-Cypress Lk Glen By (N} sTOP! B.2/8.6]20.6/41.9 AJA|C/E 8.5/8.9|26.4/104.2 A/A|D/F 8.9/9.2|36.8/245.8 ASAJESF
Corner Lake Dr STOP? 89249 AlC 93349 AlD 98526 AJF
Cypress Lake Glen Bv (5] Signal 12.5 B 13.1 B 14.3 B
Publix Plaza Dwy [N) STOP? 9.2]15.7 AlC 9.7}183 AlC 10.2| 264 B|D
Publix Plaza Dwy {5) STOP ? 9.2]17.0 AlC 9.6 20.2 AlC 10.1] 24.8 B|C
SR 50-Colonial Dr Signai 47.6 D 61.9 E 89.7 F
Future No-build PM Peak Hour - Existing 2-Lane Chuluota Road Cross Section
Study Intersections Traffic Opening Year 2028 Mid Year 2038 Design Year 2048
Control Delay (Sec/veh) LOS Delay {Sec/Veh) LOS Delay (Sec/Veh) LOS
Chuluota Road
Lake Pickett Rd Signal 44.7 D 84.4 F 1323 F
Long Boat Ln-Cyprass Lk Glen By (N) STOR! 8.7/8.6/28.9/57.7 A/ALD/F 9.1/9.0/41.1/125.8 AJA|ESF 9.6/9.4]60.6/292.3 AJA|E/F
Carner Lake Dr STOP? 9.3] 270 AlD 991377 AE 10.5] 54.7 B|F
Cypress Lake Glen Bv ($) Signal 12.7 B 14.0 B 17.0 B
Publix Plaza Dwy [N) STOP? 9.7]205 AlC 10.3 | 25.8 BiD 109338 B|D
Publix Plaza Dwy (S) STOP ® 97466 AE 10.3] 97.6 8¢ 1.2 243.1 BIF
SR 50-Calonial Dr Signal 514 D 71.9 £ 125.7 F
Notes:
' - NB / 5B Left Turn Major Street Movement | EB / WB Mina- Street Mavements
?.NB Left Turn Ma or Street Movement | EB Minor Streat Movement
*. EB Minor Street Mavement
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5.4.4 Build Scenario

The proposed Build geometry and traffic control for Chuluota Road from SR 50 to Lake Pickett
Road as shown in Figure 5-13 includes a four-lane section and turn lanes as required. Figure 5-
5 (presented earlier) provides the Build AADT for the study roadway segments.

Figure 5-9 to Figure 5-11 (presented earlier) show the opening year, interim year, and design year
LOS results for the Build scenario along the Chuluota Road project corridor.

Opening Year 2028

The projected year 2028 LOS for the Chuluota Road RCA study intersections are summarized in
Figure 5-9 for the peak hour conditions. The three (3) signalized intersections (SR 50, Schoolview
Way (South)/Cypress Lakes Glen Boulevard, and Lake Pickett Road) are projected to operate at
LOS D or better for the AM and PM peak hours. The three (3) full access unsignalized
intersections, Corner Lake Drive, Long Boat Lane/Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard, and Publix Store
north access are projected to operate at LOS D or better for the minor street movements, and
LOS A for the major street movements. The Publix Store south access (right turn in-out-only) is
projected to operate at LOS C for the minor street movements and for the major street
movements.

Interim Year 2038

As shown in Figure 10, the, the SR 50 signalized intersection is projected to operate at LOS E for
the AM peak hour and LOS F for the PM peak hour by year 2038. The other signalized
intersections (Schoolview Way/Cypress Lakes Glen Boulevard and Lake Pickett Road) are
projected to operate at LOS C or better for the AM and PM peak hours. The unsignalized
intersections at Corner Lake Drive, Long Boat Lane/Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard and Publix
Store south access are projected to operate at LOS D or better for the minor street movements,
and LOS C for the major street movements over the peak hours. The Publix Store north access
is projected to operate at LOS C (AM peak hour) and F (PM peak hour) for the minor street
movements, and LOS C for the major street movements over the peak hours.

Design Year 2048

The projected year 2048 LOS for the Chuluota Road RCA roadway segments and study
intersections are summarized in Figure 11 for the peak hour conditions. As shown, the year 2048
segment conditions are LOS F between SR 50 and Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard. From that
point to the north limits of the study corridor, the LOS is D or better. The East Colonial Drive (SR
50) signalized intersection is projected to cperate at LOS D for the AM and PM peak hours.

The other two (2) signalized intersections (Schoolview Way/Cypress Lakes Glen Boulevard, and
Lake Pickett Road) are projected to operate at LOS D or better for the AM and PM peak hours.
Of the three (3) full access unsignalized intersections, Corner Lake Drive and the Publix Store
north access driveway are projected to operate at LOS D or better for the minor street movements,
and LOS A for the major street movements. The Long Boat Lane/Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard
and Publix Store south access are projected to operate at LOS E or F for the minor street
movements, and LOS C for the major street movements.
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Table 5-7

Chuluota Road Roadway Conceptual Analysis - From Colonial Drive/5R 50 to Lake Pickett Road

Projected Intersection Delay and LOS for the Study Intersections - Build Scenarios

Future Build AM Peak Hour - Proposed 4-Lane Chuluota Road Cross Section
Study Intersections Traffic Opening Year 2028 Mid Year 2038 Design Year 2048
Control Delay {Sec/Veh) LOS Delay (5ec/Veh) LOS Delay (Sec/\Veh) LOS
Chuluota Road
Lake Pickett Rd Signal 18.0 B 1.1 C 84 C
Long Boat Ln-Cypress Lk Glen Bv {N) STOP' 8.4/8.8/15.9/17.9 AJA|C/C 9.2/9.5|20.5/25.0 A/A|C/D 10.1/10.4]27.1/39.4 B/B|D/E
Corner Lake Or STOP? 89| 16.2 AlC 9.8]21.4 AlC 10.9 | 29.9 B|D
Cypress Lake Glen Bv {5) Signal 21.4 C 22.3 C 23.0 C
Publix Plaza Dwy (N) STOP? 9.7]158 AlC 10.8 | 20.4 B| C 124|271 B|D
Publix Plaza Dwy (5} STOP? 11.2 B 12.5 B 14.3 B
SR 50-Colonial Dr Signal 351 D 66.5 E 132.4 F
Future Build PM Peak Hour - Proposed 4-Lane Chuluota Road Cross Section
Study Intersections Traffic Opening Year 2028 Mid Year 2038 Design Year 2048
Control Delay (Sec/Veh) LOS Delay {Sec/Veh) LOS Delay [Sec/Veh) LOS
Chuluota Road
Lake Pickett Rd Signal 18.5 B 20.8 C 26.1 C
Long Boat Ln-Cypress Lk Glen Bv [N) STOPR' 9.0/8.8/18.0/18.0 AAIC/C 10.0/9.7]24.3/25.0 B/A|C/D 11.3/10.7]3.4/38.2 B/B| D/E
Corner Lake Dr STOR ? 9317.0 AlC 105|226 8|C 12.1]311 B|D
Cypress Lake Gien Bv (5) Signal 17.8 B 18.8 B 20.7 C
Publix Plaza Dwy (N} STOP 2 106]29.3 B|D 12.2 | 54.1 B|F 14.4 | 191.0 BiF
Publix Plaza Dwy {5) STOP ! 12.1 B 13.9 B 16.3 C
SR 50-Colonial Dr Signal 38.4 D B8.5 F 1915 F

Nates:

' NB/SBieft Turn MajorStreet Movement | EB / WB M nar Street Move ments
T NB teft Turn Major Steet Movement | EB Minor Street Moveme nt

- EB Minor Street Movement

Based on the intersection level of service analyses, the Build scenario has a moderate
reduction in delay and better LOS, with degradation of levels of service by the Design Year
2048 as shown in Table 5-7. The Synchro printouts for the intersection LOS for the Opening
Year, the Mid-Design Year, and Design Year for design hour for the No- Build and Build
scenarios are provided in Appendix G.

5.5 Recommended Improvements

Based on the evaluation of operating conditions for the design year 2048 Build scenario,
this study provides the following recommendations to improve the traffic flow along Chuluota
Road from SR 50 to Lake Pickett Road:

+ Widen Chuluota Road from SR 50 to Lake Pickett Road to provide a four-lane facility
» Include the intersection geometries along Chuluota Road as shown in the proposed
build geometry in Figure 5-13

In addition to the above improvements, this study used Synchro to develop the queue length
requirements at the signalized intersections along the study corridor. In case of the
unsignalized intersections, calculated queue lengths were based on the 95th percentile
queue lengths from the Synchro analysis using HCM methods. Actual design and
implementation of these storage length requirements will be a function of design and the
physical practicality of their construction. Further information on the intersection storage
requirements can be found in DTTM.
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6 ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS

The objective of the alternatives analysis process is to identify technically and environmentally
sound alternatives to provide a safe transportation facility that meets the purpose and need of the
project, is acceptable to the community, minimizes impacts on the environment, and is cost
effective. The process results in the selection of a Preferred Alternative, which can be advanced
to the design phase. This section summarizes the alternatives considered for this project.

6.1 Constraints
6.1.1 Right-of-Way Constraints

The existing overall right-of-way width varies from 100-130 feet throughout the project corridor.
The tightest area is at the beginning of the project from SR 50 to the north end of the Corner Lake
Plaza where the right-of-way is 100 feet wide. Throughout the remainder of the project, the
existing right-of-way varies from 110-130 feet wide. The proposed typical section requires a
minimum right-of-way width of 120 feet to allow for right turn ianes. Thus, where only 100 feet of
existing right-of-way is available, additional takings are needed to address the overall
improvements.

Another constraint along the project is the old Circle K property in the NE quadrant of Chuluota
Road and SR 50. Although remediation has occurred on this property, the County has concerns
over the possibility that there may be some lingering contamination issues. Accordingly, the
County would prefer the proposed improvements avoid the property which will result in shifting
the improvements to the west side of Chuluota Road, thus resulting in right-of-way takings.

In addition, another issue along the corridor is the presence of the FP&L 110-foot easement which
crosses Chuluota Road and Corner School Drive north of Schoolview Way. The proposed
improvements will require widening under the FPL lines for both of these roadways. Depending
on the extent of the proposed improvements, additional coordination with this utility will likely be
needed to coordinate the design and construction of the project elements.

6.1.2 U-turn Accommodations

The County has expressed a desire to provide for the ability of trucks (WB-40) to make U- turns
along the corridor. As shown on Figure 6-1, the typical right-of-way width required at a median
opening to accommodate this movement is approximately 160 feet.
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development throughout an entire year, the preferred full median opening is recommended to be
located at this intersection.

To address the loss of access at Schoolview Way and to increase operational efficiencies along
Chuluota Road, it would be beneficial to modify the Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard (South)
intersection by adding a short east-west roadway connection between Chuluota Road and Corner
School Drive. This modified intersection would provide a safer operation by focusing turning
movements for both inbound and outbound movements at a single, signalized intersection.

The existing Schoolview Way connection would remain, though only right-in, right-out movements
would be aliowed.

6.2.3 Wildlife Crossing South of Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard (North)

As previously discussed in Section 3.13.5 Wildlife Corridors, provisions for a wildlife corridor or
crossing as part of the Chuluota Road improvements was reviewed near the existing 42-inch
cuivert crossing south of Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard (North). Based on the information and
analysis presented in this section, and wildlife known to inhabit this area, a wildlife crossing is not
justified due to the lack of sustainable natural communities and a continuous corridor for wildlife
movement. However, this location should be reviewed further during final design.

6.3 Alternatives Development

Given that the Chuluota Road corridor already has sufficient existing right-of-way that can
accommodate the proposed typical section, the alternatives are somewhat limited and would
include the following:

e Ng-Build Alternative
+ Transportation Systems Management and Operations (TSMO)
e Build Alternatives
o Build Preferred Alternative — Note, since sufficient existing right-of-way is available for
most of the project, the proposed improvements can be built within the existing right-
of-way, thus eliminating a need for a left/right/center alignment analysis.

6.3.1 No-Build Alternative

The No-Build Alternative assumes that no modifications or improvements will be implemented for
Chulucta Road within the limits of the study. The primary advantages of the No-Build Alternative
are that it does not directly require any capital or expenditure of funds and it produces no physical
or social impacts.

Certain advantages would be associated with the implementation of the No-Build Alternative:
« No acquisition of right-of-way as well as no design, right-of-way, or construction costs
s No inconvenience to the traveling public and property owners during construction
» No impacts to utilities
s No impacts to the adjacent natural, physical, and human environment

The potential disadvantages of the No-Build Alternative include:

* Is not consistent with the Orange County Comprehensive Plan
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¢ Does not improve multimodal mobility, particularly for pedestrians and bicyclists
¢ Results in reduced LOS and increased traffic congestion

¢ May increase crashes, property damage, injuries, and fatalities due to
increased congestion

Potentially higher user costs due to increased levels of congestion

6.3.2 Transportation Systems Management and Operations (TSMO)

TSMO alternatives involve low-cost improvements designed to maximize the utilization and
efficiency of the existing facility through improved system and demand management. The various
TSMO options generally include miner projects such as ftraffic signal and intersection
improvements, access management, and transit improvements.

However, the additional capacity required to meet the projected traffic demands along Chuluota
Road in the design year cannot be met solely through the implementation of TSMO improvements
only. Additional capacity is needed to meet these demands by means of expanding the existing
section from two lanes to a four-lane facility.

6.3.3 Build Alternative

The proposed typical section requires a preferred right-of-way width of 120 feet, and since most
of the existing right-of-way has at least this width, a typical left/right/center alignment analysis is
not needed. However, at the south end of the project, the existing right-of-way is only 100 feet
wide, thus requiring takings. Consequently, two alignment alternatives were evaluated.

The East Alignment Alternative would hold the existing west right-of-way line and shift all of the
needed widening to the east onto the old Circle K site in the NE quadrant of Chuluota Road and
SR 50. This parcel has had petroleum leaks in the past, though this property has completed the
necessary remediation requirements by the County. While the CSER rated this site as low risk,
there is a concern by the County that some contamination may still linger on the property.

Consequently, the West Alignment Alternative was developed that wouid hold the existing east
right-of-way line and shift the proposed widening entirely to the west to avoid the old Circle K
property. As a result, right-of-way takes will be needed along the west side of Chuluota Road to
accommedate this alignment.  Based on concerns with the East Alignment, the preferred
alternative is the West Alignment.

A total of eight stormwater and two fioodplain compensation ponds were identified and received
detailed drainage analysis including field borings. Towards the latter stages of the study, two
other stormwater ponds surfaced for consideration and were found to have certain advantages.
Pond 3C on the Cross Life Church property was estimated to be able to support most of the
drainage needs along the project thus eliminating the need for Ponds 1A and 2A.

Also, since the proposed and future improvements at Lake Pickett Road are expected to impact
the current residence in the NE quadrant of this intersection, the County intends to proceed with
a full taking of the entire parcel for pond purposes. Together, Ponds 3C and 4C are
recommended as the preferred stormwater treatment ponds for this project. The preferred
improvements are shown in Appendix A.

6.3.3.1 Typical Sections
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7 PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE

This section presents the results of the preliminary design analysis that was conducted for the
preferred alternative identified in Section 6.4. The proposed project improvements will address
the increased mobility demands and safety needs along the corridor, while minimizing impacts
to the social, natural, and physical environment.

7.1 Design Traffic Volumes

The Chuluota Road Roadway Conceptual Analysis Design Traffic Technical Memorandum
(DTTM) in Appendix G documents the existing traffic conditions and the analysis of the No-Build
and Build scenarios. The existing and future traffic conditions and the associated analyses are
summarized in Section 5 of this report.

All roadway segments and intersections will operate at an acceptable level of service in the
design year of 2048 except for SR 50 and the Long Boat Lane/Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard
intersections, the latter only during certain hours of the day.

7.2 Typical Section and Alignment

The proposed typical section is shown on Figure 7-1 and the preferred alignment is shown on
the concept plans contained in Appendix A. The roadway design elements incorporated into the
preferred alternative include the following:

= Four 11-foot travel lanes
» A six-foot sidewalk located on one side of the roadway and 10-foot to 14-path on the
other side

s A 22-foot raised median with Type E curb and gutter .

« Type F curb and gutter along the outside lanes with four-foot utility strips between the
back of curb and the sidewalk or path

» A grass strip between the path or sidewalk with the right-of-way line of varying width

e The proposed right-of-way is typically 120 feet wide

In general, the preferred alignment will generally bisect the existing right-of-way, though at the
south end of the project, the proposed centerline has been shifted to the west to avoid impacts to
the old Circle K property. The resulting intersection will have a significant deflection at SR 50 and
East River Falcons Way (approximately 15 degrees).
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predevelopment time of concentration over thirty (30) minutes, use twenty-four-hour storm
duration for design.” The 25-year 6-hour rainfali total is 5.75 inches, and the 24-year 24-hour
rainfall total is 8.4 inches (based on intensity of rainfall derived from FDOT rainfall charts, per
municipal code). For this project, a design storm of the 25-year, 24-hour rainfali was used for
pond sizing to meet the SUIRWMD criteria and to be conservative.
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The post-development volume of direct runoff must not exceed the pre-development
volume of direct runoff for the 25-year frequency, 96-hour duration storm for systems
discharging to landiocked lakes which are adjacent to properties of more than one
ownership. These systems shall not cause an increase in the total pre-development flood
stage. [SJRWMD Permit Information Manual {PIM) Part lll, Chapter 3, Section 3.2.1(c)]
A stormwater facility shall be designed as an open space amenity which is consistent with
the urban design concepts of the particular CVC. Stormwater facilities serving
nonresidential development may be located outside of the area designated for commercial
or office development.

Except as stated below, a retention or detention facility shall be designed with a maximum
side slope of 5:1, so that fencing is not required. A wet-bottom retention pond with a side
slope steeper than 5:1 may be permitted as an integral element of the urban design or
architectural theme of the development.

Pool depths should be a minimum of six feet below the design "normal" water level.

A wet-bottom retention pond shall be landscaped in accordance with the following criteria:

o Up to two and one-half acres. At least ten percent of the land above the design
high-water level, excluding maintenance berms, shall be landscaped with plant
materials other than ground cover over at least fifty percent of the required area,
and at least fifty percent of those plant materials shall be native species; or a littoral
zone band at least five feet in width for at least fifty percent of the shoreline shall
be established with native aguatic or semi-aquatic plant species.

o From two and one-half to five acres. At least five percent of the land above the
design high-water level excluding maintenance berms shall be landscaped with
plant materials other than ground cover over at least fifty percent of the required
area, and at least fifty percent of those pilant materials shall be native species; or
a littoral zone band at least five feet in width for at least thirty-five percent of the
shoreline shall be established with native aguatic or semi-aquatic plant species.

o More than five acres. A littoral zone band at least five feet in width for at least
twenty percent of the shoreline shall be established with native aquatic or semi-
aquatic plant species.

A wet-bottom retention pond shall be designed as a barrier-free aesthetic amenity.

A skimmer shall be provided on a wet-bottom stormwater management facility to minimize
the accumulation of frash and pollutants.

Any wet-bottom retention pond visible from any existing arterial right-of-way shall provide
an aquatic planting in a continuous band on the side of the pond remote from the right-of-
way to screen the bank area between the normal water elevation and the high-water
elevation. This littoral zone planting shall be at least four feet wide and average six feet
wide.

A dry-bottom stormwater management facility shall be designed with at least five percent
of the area above the peak stage elevation landscaped with plant materials other than
ground cover over at least fifty percent of the required area, and at least fifty percent of
those plant materials shall be native species.

A dry-bottom stormwater management facility shall be unfenced with a maximum side
slope of 5:1 and shall be sodded.

Any dry-bottom stormwater management facility visible from any existing arterial right-of-
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way shall provide screening in the form of a hedge, berm, wall, or combination in a
continuous band on the side of the facility proximate to the right-of-way to screen the bank
area of the facility.

7.5.2 Stormwater Management Facilities

The preliminary stormwater ponds have been sized based upon the proposed typical sections
to determine the impervious surface for each segment of the road. The impervious surface
was then used to determine the required treatment volume and runoff volume for the basins.
The ponds were only sized for the right of way areas that will drain to each pond.

The pond sites were selected based upon several criteria. This criterion included existing land
use, right-of-way and drainage easements, topography, wetland impacts, and flood plain
impacts. Topography was reviewed to provide sufficient elevation change for conveyance of
the run-off from the roadway to the pond site. VWWhere possible, wetland and flood plain impacts
have been avoided.

Existing permits and nearby borings (where possible) adjacent to the preliminary ponds and
existing topography were used to determine the seasonal high / control eievations. Top of berm
elevations were established using the adjacent existing grade.

The alternative and preferred stormwater management facilities and floodplain compensation
ponds are shown on Figure 7-2. The preferred ponds were derived based on a number of
factors including avoidance of wetlands and conservation areas, hydrologic considerations,
and available right-of-way. The preferred pond sites are:

o Pond 3C
e Pond4C
e Pond FC1
e Pond FC2

The final design effort will refine the current preliminary ponds based on surveys and additional
borings which will provide detailed information to further define the pond elements, determine
pond bottom elevations, and pond control elevations. Accordingly, pond sizes and pond
configurations may vary from the preliminary ponds based upon final topographic surveys and
geotechnical information.

7.5.3 Cross Drains

The existing cross drains were analyzed, and a preliminary determination was undertaken
regarding the need for replacement. This report recommends that the current pipe sizes remain
as is, though all culverts are recommended to be replaced with new concrete pipe for future
maintenance savings. The proposed cross drains by type and sizes are shown in Table 7-1 on
the next page.
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Table 7-1
Proposed Cross Drain Types

and Sizes
Existing Proposed
Culvert | Station Condltlcgr.\s , Conditions
ize ,

# Type Size/ Type
CD# 46+25 1 30" RCP 30" RCP
CD #2 74+92 1 42" CMP 42" RCP
CD #3 107475 1 24" RCP 24" RCP

7.5.4 Floodplain and Floodways

Based on the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Maps
(FIRM's) dated September 25, 2009, portions of the study area are located within Zone A (100
Year) floodplain. There are no Zone AE floodplains within the study area. The Zone A floodplains
occur:

o East of Chuluota Road across from Corner Lake Middle School. This Zone A floodplain is
isolated.

+ North and South of Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard. This Zone A floodplain ultimately drains
to Lake Pickett.

Please refer to Appendix H for a depiction of the floodplains in the study area. There are no
floodways within the project limits.

There will be floodplain impacts within the project right-of-way that be affected by the proposed
improvements which will be mitigated by providing compensatory volume in proposed floodplain
compensation ponds. There is 0.029 ac-ft of floodplain impact between STA 22+00 and 26+00,
and there is 0.769 ac-ft of floodplain impacts between STA 73+00 and 90+00. Calculations
supporting the floodplain compensatory volume required and those provided are included in
Appendix H.

A floodplain compensatory pond (FC-1) is proposed across from Corner Lake Middle School, and
a floodplain compensatory pond (FC-2) is proposed adjacent to wetlands south of Lake Pickett
Road and east of Chuluota Road.
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7.5.5 Stormwater Permits

Over 15 permits were researched to obtain stormwater and environmental design information for
existing systems within the project corridor. Please refer to Table 7-2 for a summary of permits
referenced during the development of the proposed stormwater management systems for

Chuluota RCA.

Table 7-2
Existing Permits

Project

Agency/Permit

Name Type Permit No. Date Issued Description
Lake Picket Proposed intersection
Road Stgi\é\;TdDéEEeF:al 101908 - 4 11/14/2011 improvements of Chuluota
Realignment Road at Lake Pickett Road
Lukas Estates SJIWMD/ ERP Construction plans for Lukas
Subdivision Standard General 57286 - 1 5/24/2000 Estates
Corner Lake SJWMD/ ERP Retention pond plans for
Middle School | Standard General 27857 - 1 11371997 Caorner Lake Middle School
Proposed Drainage
Corner Lake SJIWMD/ ERP ) ;
Plaza Standard General 63516 -8 11/18/2014 Modifications for the Corner
Lake Plaza
The construction of a
surface water management
system, which
Corner Lake SJWMD/ ERP consists of a 243-acre
Estates Standard General | 01542-9 7/10/2000 single-family residential
subdivision to be known as
Corner Lake
Estate Subdivision
The proposed County Road
CR 413 {CR) 419 expansion project
Improvement SJWMD/ ERP 58045 - 1 12/1/1999 o ductan b Oranae
Plans Standard General y g

County
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The opportunity to recycle any salvageable materials by the contractor is encouraged by Orange
County. Such materials may include old asphaltic concrete pavement, base material, and
drainage structures.

The existing pavement on existing roadways, may be milled for recycling during the
construction of the project. Any other salvageable materials will be identified during the design
of the project. If these materials should be removed from the construction site, it is to be
undertaken as specified in the current FDOT Standard Specifications.

7.9 User Benefits

Highway user costs are defined by AASHTO's A Manual on User Benefit Analysis of Highway
and Bus-Transit Improvements, 1977, as the sum of (1) motor vehicle running cost, (2) the
value of the vehicle user travel time and (3) traffic accident cost. User benefits are the cost
reductions and other advantages that occur to highway motor vehicle users through the use of
a particular transportation facility as compared with the use of another. Benefits are generally
measured in terms of a decrease in user costs.

It is anticipated that the preferred alternative will provide user benefits due to a reduction in
roadway congestion as compared to the “No Build" alternative. In addition, the improved typicai
section and access management provided with the project should reduce the crash experience
along the roadway such as minimizing head-on crashes though the use of a median.

7.10 Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities

A continuous six-foot wide sidewalk will be provided on one side of Chuluota Road and a 10 to
14-foot wide muitiuse path will be provided on the other side of the roadway. The path will tie
into the future East Orange Trail. The sidewalk and the multiuse path will be separated from
the roadway by curb and gutter and a four-foot-wide grass/utility strip. Pedestrian features,
including crosswalks and pedestrian signals, will be provided at each signalized intersection.
The pedestrian and bicycle facilities will comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

7.11 Environmental Impacts

Detailed studies and evaluations were conducted to determine the potential for adverse
impacts that may result from the proposed project. Baseline data, evaluation procedures and
analysis of results are contained in the project files and the following reports: “Ecological
Summary Report” (see Appendix E) and “Contamination Screening Evaluation Report” (see
Appendix F).

7411 Land Use

The land use along the corridor is primarily residential with intermittent conservation areas and
drainage ponds. There is some commercial activity at the south end of the project at SR 50. There
are also some open spaces at the northern end of the cormidor, though these parcels are expected
to be developed in the future. The project is consistent with the existing and future land use along
the corridor.

7.11.2 Community Cohesion
The project does not bifurcate any neighborhoods or developments.

7.11.3 Cultural Impacts
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Based on the analysis conducted for this study, there are no cuitural resources listed,
determined eligible, or appear to be potentially eligible for listing in the NRHP. As such, historic
resources will not be a critical issue on this project.

7.114 Wetlands

The recommended improvements are not expected to have any wetland impacts. During final
design, if wetland impacts occur, Federal, state, and local government agencies will generally
require mitigation to offset unavoidable impacts as a condition of the permit.

Mitigation requirements are based on a compilation of wetland parameters including quality,
type. function, and size. Impacts to wetlands and/or other surface waters will be avoided and
minimized to the maximum extent possible while maintaining safe and sound engineering and
construction practices. Primarily, avoidance and minimization efforts are related to the
proposed stormwater management pond locations.

A mitigation plan that adequately offsets adverse impacts will be developed and implemented
during the design phase. Adverse wetland impacts that may result from the construction of this
project will be mitigated, satisfying the County requirements. Compensatory mitigation for this
project will be completed through the use of mitigation banks and/or any other mitigation
options that satisfy federal and state requirements.

7.11.5 Wildlife and Habitat

The potential impact to federal and/or state-listed wildlife species was evaluated based upon
the occurrence determinations for Orange County, Florida. Further analysis will be required
dunng final design to specifically address quantities of impact, current status of wildlife species,
and other design and/or construction measures which can be incorporated to reduce or
eliminate potential impacts.

712 Utility Impacts

Many of the utilities along the corridor will be affected by the preferred alternative since the
proposed improvements will occupy most of the proposed right-of-way. In particular, the
overhead lines are likely to be affected by the roadway widening, and the underground lines
may be affected by the new storm sewer.

One utility requiring special consideration is the Florida Power and Light (FPL) overhead
transmission lines which cross Chuluota Road north of Schoolview Way in an 110-foot
easement. Some of the proposed roadway and drainage improvements for the Chuluota Road
and Corner School Drive improvements will cross under these lines and the latter will be in
FPL's formal easement. Close coordination with FPL will be required during the course of
design and construction phases.

Note, requests have been sent to all utility providers to submit their e stimated relocation costs
including estimates for reimbursable costs if applicable. At this time, this information has nof
been provided.
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7.13 Traffic Control Plan

A formal traffic control plan (TCP) will be developed during the final design process. Typically,
the TCP staging will include building two new lanes on one side of the road while traffic is carried
on the existing travel lanes. Once the new lanes are completed, traffic will be shifted to the
completed lanes and work continues on finishing the remaining two lanes of improvements.

7.14 Special Features
7.14.1 Gravity Walls

Gravity walls may be needed in certain areas to contain the limits of the proposed
improvements so that right-of-way impacts can be reduced.

7.14.2 Access Management

The access management plan for Chuluota Road (see Appendix | for additional information) was
developed in general conformance with the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT)
Access Management criteria. By providing the proposed intersection spacing shown on the
concept plans in Appendix A, most of the project can attain Access Class 5 or better.

At the south end of the project, a full access intersection is being proposed at the north entrance
to the Corner Lakes Plaza, while the south entrance will be limited to right-in, right-out
movements. Accordingly. the south end of the project would have an Access Class 7
designation resulting from these changes.

Also, since the Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard intersection is being improved, access to existing
Schoolview Way will be maintained with right-in, right-out operations only.

7.143 Wildlife Crossing

As previously discussed in Section 3.13.5 Wildlife Corridors, provisions for a wildlife corridor or
crossing as part of the Chuluota Road improvements was reviewed near the existing 42-inch
culvert crossing south of Cypress Lake Glen Boulevard (North). Based on the information and
analysis presented in this section, and wildlife known to inhabit this area, a wildlife crossing is not
justified due to the lack of sustainable natural communities and a continuous corridor for wildlife
movement. However, this location should be reviewed further during final design.

7.14.4 Street Lighting

It is the County's policy to provide street lighting along the corridor. Street lighting will be
addressed during the design phase.
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8 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

8.1 Public Involvement Plan

In 2021, a Public Involvement Plan (PIP) was created for the Chuluota Road RCA and
implemented into the project’s public involvement approach. The PIP identifies key local and
state agency, elected, and appointed officials; and property owners and tenants for the study
area, in addition to outlining public outreach strategies.

Specific strategies established in the PIP are project newsletter mailouts, contact with the
media; community and small group stakeholder meetings, presentations to Orange County
Planning and Zoning Commission/Local Planning Agency, and presentations to the Orange
County Board of County Commissioners. All public involvement documents can be found in
Appendix C.

8.2 Public Information Distribution
Public information for this project will be dispersed through the following methods:
s Newsletters will be mailed to property owners, tenants, and other interested persons
s Public meeting advertisements will be ptaced in The Orlando Sentinel, and Ef Sentinel

* Aproject website has been created which contains information such as the project study
area map, project schedule, meeting notices, newsletters, and other study documents.

8.3 Coordination and Small Group Meetings

Small group meetings were held with representatives from FDOT, property owners, utility
companies, and other interested parties.

8.4 Public Meetings

The first community public meeting was held on September 20, 2022 with the second meeting
is scheduled for December 5, 2022. The meetings format consists of an open house that allows
informal discussions between the project team and the public, followed by a presentation and
an open guestion and answer forum. Public information to date is located in Appendix C.

8.5 Local Planning Agency (LPA) and Board of County Commissioners
Meetings

8.5.1 Orange County Planning and Zoning Commission/Local
Planning Agency
The study’'s recommendations will be presented to the Orange County Planning and Zoning

Commission /Local Planning Agency two times. The LPA Workshop is planned to occur in
early 2023.

8.5.2 Orange County Board of County Commissioners (BCC)

The study’s recommendations will be presented to the BCC in 2023.
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9 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The objective of the Chuluota Road RCA is to develop and evaluate alternatives for
improvements to Chuluota Road from SR 50 to Lake Pickett Road in order to address the
current and future transportation needs along the corridor. The preferred improvements
identified in this report will serve as the basis for the subsequent design of the roadway
improvements.

The development of the proposed improvements incorporated the insights from planning,
engineering, and the public to refine the alternatives and to ultimately advance a preferred
alternative. It is recommended that the preferred alternative detailed in Section 7 of this report
be advanced to the design phase.





