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[. POLICY

Orange County has developed a variety of tools for the purpose of rebuilding older
neighborhoods and preserving newly established neighborhoods. The Neighborhood Preservation
and Revitalization Division provides funding for neighborhood organizations, nonprofit
organizations and businesses to engage in small neighborhood level capital improvement
projects that help restore and maintain the physical condition of Orange County neighborhoods.
These tools also help to revitalize neighborhoods by bringing residents together around common
goals and helping to build pride amongst the residents along with renewed care for their respective
neighborhoods.

II. TYPES OF NEIGHBORHOOD GRANTS

A.

Beautification Grants

Beautification grants are designed to improve the aesthetic quality of
neighborhood entranceways. These grants may include landscaping, entranceway
signage, minor entrance wall repairs, entry medians and other enhancements to the
front of neighborhoods.

Repair Grants

Repair grants are designed to restore conditions to neighborhoods that have
fallen into disrepair. These grants may include neighborhood perimeter wall
repairs, minor exterior housing repairs within a neighborhood, and other common
repair projects.

Capital Improvement Grants
Capital Improvement Grants are designed to help implement small scale

improvements to common areas within a neighborhood. These grants may include
playgrounds, shelters and pavilions, gazeboes, walking or exercise trails, picnic
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tables and benches, fence repair and wall pressure washing, caulking and painting,
and ground and common area lighting and irrigation repairs._ Any improvements
constructed with capital improvement grants shall comply with the requirements of
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and the Public Right-of-Way
Accessibility Guidelines (PROWAG) standards.

III. ELIGIBILITY

Neighborhood grants are available to neighborhood organizations and nonprofit
organizations, including homeowner and condominium associations. Where otherwise indicated,
grants may be available to individual citizens. Each applicant must be registered with the Orange
County Neighborhood Preservation and Revitalization Division prior to submitting an application
for any grant funding.

IV. APPLICATION CRITERIA

In addition to specific criteria for each individual grant program, all applicants must
adhere to the following:

A.

Unless otherwise indicated, each organization must have its Board of
Directors, Executive Board, or voting members vote on and approve the grant
application and the required community match contribution before submitting its
application for consideration. A notarized copy of the minutes reflecting the
approval vote must be attached to the application.

Each organization must have democratically elected officers and must not
discriminate based on sex, race, ethnicity, age, religion, disability or sexual
orientation. Use of project funds from the neighborhood grant program by
community member(s) must not require conversion to a particular faith or belief.

Neighborhood organizations must make the project area improved with program
grant funds (collectively referred to as “Improvement”) available to the public for
use. Gated communities and condominium communities may only use grant funds
for entranceway improvements abutting major streets/roads. Projects shall not be
placed behind gates or within communities with private streets as these areas are
not open to the public.

The maintenance of any Improvement(s) funded under this grant program shall be
the sole responsibility of the grant recipient. The grant recipient must enter into
a grant agreement with Orange County wherein all associated maintenance of
the Improvement(s) shall be a condition of the grant award. Failure to maintain
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the Improvement(s) in accordance with applicable standards may result in denial
of future grant funding. Improvements shall be subject to auditing which may
include staff site visits.

It is prohibited for any officer(s) or contact person(s) to receive any financial benefit
from this grant program. It is the responsibility of the applicant to notify the County
of any conflicts of interests in violation of Orange County Code, policy, or Florida
statutes. Grants are subject to audit by the Orange County Comptroller’s office
and any evidence of violation, misrepresentation or conflict of interest in the use of
grant funding will result in loss of grant and/or repayment of grant funds to Orange
County.

There are no limits on the number of applications an organization may submit
each year. Organizations shall only be awarded one grant from the Division,
one time per calendar year. Organizations shall not be awarded grant funds from
the Division more than two consecutive years at a time.

V. APPROVAL PROCESS

A.

All proposed grant applications shall be reviewed by Division staff prior to final
submission for consideration. Such review must occur prior to the application
deadline. Incomplete applications received before the application deadline will
be returned to the applicant for correction and resubmittal. Incomplete
applications submitted after the deadline will be returned to the applicant and will
not be submitted for consideration.

Completed applications will be scored and ranked by a committee of Division
staff. The Neighborhood Grants Advisory Board will review the application
scores submitted by staff and recommend selected grant winners to the Board of
County Commissioners for final approval.

The Board of County Commissioners reserves the right to deny requests for
funding, even if all program guidelines and requirements are satisfied in the
application.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Neighborhood Preservation and Revitalization

REFERENCE: None



