
Good Morning Mr. Mayor and :Corrh11lsioners,··· 

Thank you for takJng this tin1e· and. ·allo·wing me to· speak 
today. 
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My name is Kelly 1\/laccagnano. riy:~vife and our :3 year 
old. son are residents of Eastwood and specifically· the 
Preserve. I am here to speaik to you• about the · 
enorrnous public health an·d. safety risks development 
brings to our comrnunit:y .. · · 

On Monday August .12th, ·2q19 thE~ ;dc31Y befbre my sons 
first birthday we had family 1meim~b,ers in town.: There · 
we're 7 adults in 111y home. At ~rollhd 9:30 am I came 
out into the living room and asked rny sister to .watch 
my son so I could take a shower. ~ went into the shovver 
and about 6 minutes.late~ I lheardScreamih~J and;: . · 
choas. I run out of the bathroom on the lanai and ·there 
my son lay. Blue, not breathing. Lilfe~E~ss. HE~ was gone. 
My two sisters weire out there first. As they··started CPR 
\ called 911. Channel 1Ei nevvs ~ired: cl por1ion of my 9"11 
call on the news and i1t haunts me to this day. For sorne 
reason I ended up out in .front of my house 'Nhile on the 
phone with 911 screarning. Screi3tnr1ing ·for·help'. ;I knew 
how far away fire rescue was. I k.nevv that they riot. only 
had to get all the vvay clowr,, go~f vvay but thafthey · ~ 
would also have to get through the g1ates and !· 

. screa1Tied to the B11 dispat1:;her "P .. lease tell them ;to run 
through the gates'. A neighbor heard rny plHa and 
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screa111s for help. His daugt·1ter who \J"as a, lifeguard a 
ran to her car, grabbed sorr1e equiprnent aqd ran into 
my home to the backyard., She grabbed my son ~nd 
began using a contr·atption i:o sucJCV\iater out ·of his: . 
lungs and then began cpr aigain .. .this time .. itworked. 
She got his heart beating. I caUed ·911 at anjurid ·.' · · 
9:36am. Fire rescue arrived around 13 min later. No·. 
traffic and a perfect response. time _for a fire rescue was 
at least 13 min. The DRC docurn.ent dated Sept 21st 
2021 says its 6 min. I can a.ssure you. That is not.the 
case. The sheriffs office and detecUves did a thorough 
investigation. It was estimated that n1y son wai~ ir, the 
pool for 2 and a half rninutes. Infants can di1e in 30 
seconds in the water. 1-he doctor at the hospital told 111e 
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because he had a month of infant survival swirn · · 
classes he MUST have stayed a.float for at least one 
minute in order to not have had. any n~urological. · 
issues. ONE MINUTE. Minutes rnatter to Eastwood 

. because of our location.· It matters:because we are 
already at risk of traffic issu,es that:yvould .affect the· 
safety of our residents.. Eastwood has·e·mergencies 
every single day. This proposed .cpnstruction wm cause 
traffic delays every day. · · · · · · ·, 

Eastwood has .one way in and one way _out. And. at the 
very end of Golfway before the gate~3 to. the· preserve is. 
Sunrise Elementary school. There are arou_nd 500. 
students that attend there.··This proposed development 



will be about 300 feet from the scho~I. It wHI be on 2 of 
the 4 corners of the round~,about across from the school 
and Freedom park. This -cdhstruction will cause traffic 
issues everyday. How do I kndwttii,s? · 
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Last year the county attempted a very minor pqving ;· 
project at the end ofGolf-w;i3y. Thai.first day: ... traffic·: 
vvas backed up from the ·preserve gates all the· wa·y to 
Alafaya and past publbc. . 

MY wife sent me a picture in the Car,and-.she sai·d. ·; 
"Thank god Luke didn't dro\ivn·today. Because toda·y he 
would have died" The planning board later said that 

• I ,,, • 

they clid not realize there was ·on~ vvay-in and one way 
out of eastwood and they did not.realize there was a 
school at the end. · : 

- Construction of this magnitude :is ·:going .to put.qur · 
communities public safety in·Jeopairdy. Traffic wm not 
just stop ambulances fromi coming through it will stop 
all emergency vehicles from gettir1~1-through. Because 
.again ... WE HAVE ONE WAY 11\1 AND ONE WAY 
OUT. . . . · . . 

-Mr Mayor, you s,srved on the sherifts dBpartment for 
over 30 years ,and in 2002 you vvere named Director of 
public safety for Orange county. You of an _people. know 
that response times save lives. ; · · ·. 



-lrn sure that the only peopl;e wh~ tl1
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ink about the what 
if's are either trained to dq:: so or had the what if happen 
to them. So what if there is ,a -tr·affiC jairn and what if . 
there is a public safety issue in Eastwood? 

-Heres the answer to the '1Vhat if. :· . , .. 
I personally spoke to the "firH Marshall last'week. · David 
Kilbury. We had a lengthy discussion and he didn't give 
a position either way on development but he did . 
answer my questions ·and he answei1ed thei11 honestly. 
He pulled up a map of eastwood; Hie saw that there is 
one way in and one way out_ He :sa'v1 thElt if there·'.is· a 
traffic jam on Golfway .. · NO emergency services could 
get in. So I asked him this quesfiori. · 

If there was a traffic jam and if there wa$ an emergency 
any kind. A fire, a dro,Nning·~ a dorn~stic or "vorse a: 
mass shooting at the school. _How wquld you getin? 
His reponse mad,e my stonn~ch drop. I qliote·"weu in 
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Short of from bulldozing down a- co_uple houses,· your 
right vve couldn't get in" Novv let that sit with you for a 
moment. NO EMERGENC'v' SER'JICES CAN GET It~. 
If there is a gas leak, or a water-rnain · leak or a car 
accident or a child gets hit by a car \/V'alking home from 
school ... No one can get in_ or out \rJe have no help' 
coming until police fire or ,ernt bul~doz1e dovvn some 
houses. Now imagine, the worst possible scenario. 
There _is a mass shooting at the sc~ht)ol. ,£\nd there is a 



traffic jam. Our ch,ildren.have no' help coming. No 
emergency·services will:get-there i.n ·um~. My,son is 
supposed to go_ to Sunrise; next YE!~L l_magine rny 'panic 
as a parent. Knowing the school. is ·already over 
crowded but now we are going tc) lock them in with the 
potential of a disaster. , 

There are a thousand reasons to say· no to· · 
development of Eastwood but the pubHc safety of our 
community should be at the top of your list. You have? 
been elected to protect and serve.our comn1unity: That 
is your duty. 

AAnd Mr Mayor before I conclude I v,ould Hke to' address 
my last point to you. I have ·watched every single news 
conference in the past year and: 10 rnonths of the· 
pandemic. I have trusted th,3t you hE1ve always had the 
healtb and safety of our conrimunity as your,top priority. 
I have actually hEiard you say rnany tlrnes tha·t poHUcs. 
should have no room in mal<ing decisions of our public 
health and safety. I hope arid pray that is still your. 
viewpoint when you vote on Nov 16th. 
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After hearing my story aDd the public safety risks this 
· development brings. I hope! and pray that every. · 
commissioner takes our cornmunities safety and public 
health and puts it at the top of your list. 
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Development is intended to ben_efif a community and in 
Eastwoods case it does·the exact.oppositE?. I have seen 
my child dead. There haS.til't° beefr'or,e day since August 
12th 2019 that I don't think about what happened. and , 
blamEi myself. Because it was my responsibility to. · 
ensure my sons safety. It is ·your responsib_ility to 
ensure ours and so I ask yciu. :Is oh1e! injury worth this 
development? ~s one life worth this cl,evelop.ment? Is 
the county prepared for the (espohs1brnty that comes 
with knowingly allowing da.ngerous 'conditi_ons in _our. 
community. 

If your answer is no. There should be no room fo~ a 
settlen,ent an"d the only ·votH. y·ou shou1ld have on : • · 
November 16th is· no and I· implore you to vote no. Our 
lives depend on it. . 

Thank you. 


