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Grounded in three decades of expertise in the state's
budgeting process, TaxWatch continued the monthly
series of Budget Watch publications, which take a detailed
look at the Revenue Estimating Conference reports, other
activities of the state’s estimating and budgeting entities,
and a detailed look at the Governor's proposed budget,
setting the stage for taxpayers leading up to the budget
negotiations during the Regular Session, and helping
Floridians understand how their tax dollars are spent.

Possibly our most widely-known publication, the Budget
Turkey Watch report was released again this year,
reinforcing the role of TaxWatch as the watchdog for
spending projects that did not receive the proper amount
of scrutiny and public input.
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The Budget Turkey Watch report takes TaxWatch staff
months to develop, has saved the taxpayers billions over
nearly three decades, and has ruffled more than a few
feathers. This year, the budget process began with new
House rules governing member projects and a pledge of
an open and transparent budget process. The rule change
was significant, and Florida TaxWatch applauded the
announcement, as the new rules promote the same goals
as the Turkey Watch report.

While the Budget Turkey Watch report can cause
consternation among those at the highest level of state
government, TaxWatch remains committed to serving in
this important role and producing this publication each
Legislative Session.

DR. WILLIAM EARLE KLAY - PROFESSOR, FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY

VIC|

£ Wi

DR.ROGER KAUFMAN - PROFESSOR EMERITUS, FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY

B
The Senior Research Fellows assist and advise
Florida TaxWatch with its research agenda. Each
Fellow is a prominent scholar or professional
of national repute chosen for his or her public
policy analysis and evaluation expertise
in the areas of state and local government
accountability, finance, and taxation.
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The Center for Government Efficiency believes that truly
effective and efficient government is the result of three distinct
operational goals, intricately woven together: the targeted
investment of taxpayer dollars, effective governance, and the
deliberate avoidance of unnecessary costs.

To that end, the TaxWatch-CGE was honored to be asked to
participate in the constitutionally mandated Government
Efficiency Task Force this year. TaxWatch provided staff support
and research expertise to the Task Force, and of the 15 GETF

appointments, eight were TaxWatch volunteer leaders, including:

e TaxWatch Immediate Past Chairman Michelle Robinson
e TaxWatch President & CEODominic M. Calabro

e Justice Ken Bell

e John R. Alexander (Task Force Chairman)

e Robert Stork

* Secretary Jack Miles

e Barbara Ray

e TaxWatch Chairman-Elect Senator Pat Neal

In 2017, the TaxWatch-CGE was focused on the implementation
of the Task Force recommendations, which have the potential to
save the state more than $2 billion annually.
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