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George Washington's
Farewell Address
To the People of the United States

Published in The Independent Chronicle — September 26, 1796

Abstract

Washington's Farewell Address to the Nation appears in its entirety in this issue of the
Independent Chronicle. Although it is by all accounts the most famous and best-known of
Washington's speeches, it was never actually delivered orally by Washington. By his own
arrangement it first appeared in a newspaper at Philadelphia. It was pul shed seven days later in
The Independent Chronicle.

The Chronicle, published in Boston by Thomas Adams and Isaac Larkin, was the leading New
England voice of the Republican party. Its pages contained a number of outspoken contributors
who could be counted on to regularly issue vigorous assaults on the Federalists. In Boston since
1776 the newspaper carved out a distinguished journalistic career for one hundred years.

Washington's Farewell Address was similar to one he had prepared at the end of his first term,
when he had considered retiring from office. Toward the close of his first term in 1792 mes
Madison prepared notes to be used by Washington in formulating a valedictory speech. Madison
submitted a draft but it was set aside when Washington abandoned his plans for retirement.

In May 1796 he took Madison's notes and wrote a first draft for the new address. Washington
showed his manuscript to Alexander Hamilton and asked him to revise it. For the next four
months various drafts were sent back and forth between Washington and Hamilton. Finally,
Hamilton read his version of the address to John Jay for criticism, discussing the work paragraph
by paragraph. The result, rewritten again by Washington in a final version, and admittedly a
collaborative effort, nonetheless embodies the thoughts, ideas and principles of the retiring
president.

Describing the farewell address in his book on the life of Washington, Henry Cabot Lodge wrote
"...no man ever left a nobler political testament."

In his Address Washington announces his planned withdrawal from politics "after forty-five
years of my life dedicated to its (America's) service." He then sets forth his reasons against
running for a third term. As if to bolster his argument, he states: "While choice and prudence
invite me to quit the political scene, patriotism does not forbid it."




































the ben” 1 influence of good laws under a free government, the ever favorite object of my heart,
and the happy reward, as [ trust, of our mutual cares, labors, and dangers.

George Washington

United States - September 17, 1796
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