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This form shall be uzed for requesting public comments that will be read befsre the Orange County Board of County Commissioners.

Note: Commerits are limited to three minutes; however, the Presiding Officer rmay decrease the alfotment of time to read depending on the number of public

comments,
Today's Date: Requested Board Date:
05/15/2020 / 05/19/2020
Requestor Name: J Phone:
¥an Nowakowski (B50) 320-2240
Address: Email:
6032 Raleigh 5t #2204 xan.nowakowski@grnail.com
Orlando
Previous Contact with Grange County Staff {If Any) Regarding This Matter
{Name/Department}:
Submitted By:
¥an Nowakowski
Comment:

Orange County can and should become a leader an needle exchange for cther communities in
Flarida to emulate. Needle exchange is an evidence based, compassionate, and sustainable
approach to community health promaticn and disease prevention. Regular and free access to clean
needles has been demanstrated to reduce harm from injection drug use, prevent the spread of
bloadborne diseases, and help paople reduce their drug use over time. Data from communities that
have used neadle exchange strategies show consistently axcellent autcomes on a variety of
measures of health, quality of life, and survival, Please make Orange County a model for other
areas of Florida by implementing a county-wide needle exchange pragram!

Have you received or been promised any compensation or anything else of value, including
money or gifts, related to this public comment?
No

Para mayor informacidn en espafiol, por favor llame al {407} 836-3111.

Attachments:

Deliver To: Or Mail To:

Agenda Development Office Agenda Development
County Administration Bldg. 2rd Floor, P.O. Bex 1393

201 S. Roszlind Ave. Qrlando, Fl. 32802-1393

Orlando, Fl. 32801
Or FAX:
407-836-2899

PLEASE NOTE: Fiorida has a very broad public records law (F.S, 119), This document is a public record and may be disclosed to the public and media at any lime.




PUBLIC COMMENT REQU EST@

This form shall be used for requesting public comments that will be read befare the Orange County Board of County Commissioners.

GOYERNMENT

#1L H 1 A

Note: Comments are fimited to three minutes; however, the Presiding Gfficer may decrease the aflotment of time to read depending on the number of pubifc

cormments,
Teday's Date: Requested 8oard Date:
05/18/2020 05/19/2020
Requester Name: Phone:
Maxwell-Droznin (978) 430-0295
Address: Email:
7004 Tavistock Lakes Blvd Unit 1006 mdroznin@knights.ucf.edu
Orlando, FL 32827

Previous Contact with Orange County Staff {If Any) Regarding This Matter
{Name/Department}:

Submitted By:
Maxwell Droznin

Comment:

As someaone who has studied and warked within the public health realm of Central Florida and now
studies to be a Doctar of Medicine, [ believe that a Syringe Exchange Program in Orange County will
not anly protect the health of those using injection drugs, but will positvely impact the health of the
general popuiation as a whole. As [ am sure all of you are painfully aware, the opioid epidemic in
the United States hag hit Central Florida particularty hard. This not only has resulted in hundrads of
opivid related deaths in Orange County but has likely ¢caused the spread of theusands of additional
HIV, Mepatitis C, and ather blood-borne infections through the sharing of neadles. This plagus of
infections directly threatens and decreases the guality of life of those who contract it througlh
sharing needles. Additionally, these infections have the potential to rapidly spread througheut the
general population through interactions with needle users. The cost of ignoring the damage done
through this made of transrission could usher in a larger HIV and Hepatitis C outbreak in Central
Florida, and lead to even mare to preventable deaths than these caused by the opioid drugs
themselves. Thankfully, 2 solution to this grave public health threat is at hand. Many studies in the
United States and ather countries have found that Syringe Exchange Programs are extremely cost-
effective. They have been shown to reduce, and potentiaily eliminate, the spread of bleod-borne
diseases between injection drug users. With the average lifetime cost of Hepatitis C trestment
around $64,000, and HIV treatment around $380,000, Syringe Exchange Programs can not only
save lives, but aiso millions of taxpayer doliars, Finally, COVID-19 has demonstrated how crudal it is
to reduce the burden on our healthcare system, and this is an intelligent and thoughtful method of
doing so. The passing of this ardinance is not onky necessary to ensure the health of Orange
County’s population, but an eppartunity to support our healthcare system and help save taxpayer
dollars during difficult and unprecedented times. Thank you, Maxwell Droznin, MPH Prevention Might
Manager, Chapman Compassionate Care UCF Cuollege of Medicine Class of 2023

Have you received or been promised any compensation or anything eise of value, including
monay or gifts, related to this public comment?
No

Para maver informacién en espaiiol, per favor llame al {407) 836-3111.

Attachments:

Deliver To: Or Mail To:

Agenda Development Office Agenda Development
County Administration Bldg. 3rd Floor, P.0O. Box 1393

201 S, Rosalind Ave. QOrlando, Fl, 32802-1393

QOrlando, Fl. 32801
Qr FAX:
407-836-2899

PLEASE NOTE: Fiorids has a very broad public recerds faw (F.5. 119), This document is a public record and may be disclesed ko the public and media st any tme.
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This form shall be used for reguesting public comments that will be read before the Oran@&:unty Board of County Commissioners.

Note; Comments are fimited to three minutes; however, the Presiding Officer may decrease the alfotment of time to read depending on the number of public

cenments.,
Today's Date: Requested Board Date:
Q5/17/2020 05/19/2020
Requester Name: Phone:
Tan Motie (407) 590-6234
Addrass: Email:
251 Callicpe Street ikmiz2@med.fsu.edu
Ccoee, FL, 34761

Previous Contact with Orange County Staff {I Any) Regarding This Matter
{Name/Department):

Submitted By:
[an Motie

Comment:

Iri the year since the Florida legislature approved the IDEA Exchange Bill of 2019, many counties
have followed the success of Miami's neadle exchange programs te enact pragrams of their own. It
has been rewarding spending my nearly four yvears of medical schoal advocating for the statewide
expansion of these programs and the incredible progress that the state of Florida has made. Today,
there is an oppertunity for Arange County to join the othear Florida counties that have taken the
evidence-based measures to protect aur underserved populations. Needle exchange programs
have been touted by the nublic health community for their efficacy in reducing the transmission of
infectious diseases and abating the amount of opicid overdose-related deaths by distributing
Naloxone. The Miami IDEA Exchange has been a brilfiant mode! of all the great things a needle
exchange can do, limited not only to exchanging needies and distributing naloxene, but also testing
far infectious diseases, referring to outreach programs, and many other services. Despite being an.
epicenter of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Miami IDEA Exchange program has even found additionzl
ways to serve their at-risk populations as COVID-1% further exploits their vulnerabilities. The Miami
IDEA Exchange and the leadership of Dr. Hansel Tookes has illustrated the wonderful potential that
needie exchange programs can ba capable of. In short, it has been inspirational seeing how
something as basic as a needle exchange has helped elevate an entire community.As students at
FSU College of Medicine, we learn our school’s mission statemant on our very first day which placas
an emphasis on responding to tommunity needs through service to underserved populations. T
have spent my dinical years learning in the medical communities of Orange County and have seen
these unmet needs and feit my patients’ suffering. However, T have recagnizad the incredible
potential that providing harm reduction services could do for these individuals. This is an
apportunity te protect the public health of our community and create access to care for marginalized
populations in which access does not exist, and we can start taking the first steps by adopting the
interyention of needle exchange.

Have you received or been promised any compensation or anything eise of value, including
muney or gifts, related to this public comment?
No

Para mayor informacién en espafiol, por favor llame al (407) 836-3111.

Attachments:

Deliver To: Or Mail To:

Agenda Development Office Agenda Development
County Administration Bldg. 3rd Floor, P.0, Box 1393

201 S. Rosalind Ave. Orlanda, Fl. 32802-1393

Qrlando, Fl. 32801
Or FAX:
407-836-2899
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This form shalt be used for requesting public comments that will be read before the Qrange County Board of County Commissionars.

Note: Comments are fimited to three minutes; however, the Presiding Officer may decrease the alffotment of time to read depending on the number of public

comments.
Today's Date: Requested Beard Date:
05/13/2020 05/19/2020
Requestor Name: Phone:
Josh Salzman (407) 595-4822
Address: Email:
8147 Upper Perse Cirde salzmanjo@gmail.com
Crlando
Previous Contact with Orange County Staff {If Any) Regarding This Matter
{ Name/Department):
FL

Submitted By:
losh Salzman

Comment;

1 am a second year medical student at UCF writing this comment. Opioid Use Disorder is national
public health crisis that is currently rising-especially in Orange County. Opioid use disorder should
be reflected as it is in the turrent literature as a psychiatric; treatable condition supported by
avidenced-based interventions in pharmacotherapy, counseling, case management, and the
intervention at various social determinants of heaith. People who inject drugs (PWID) lose their
families, homes, livelihrood and potentially their lives. The personal burdens carried by thesa
individuats have profound impacts on public hezlth and health care spending.The spread of bleod-
berne infeckions (e.g. HIV, Hepatitis B/C, etc.) is purported fargely by the reuse and sharing of
needlas. Syringe services programs {55P} or needle exchanges combat this public health crisis by
exchanging used, contaminated needles for sterile ones, In addition to the exchange, clinics provide
frae blood test scraenings for these blood-borne diseases as well as treatment for these diseases.
Reused needles carrying bacteria which cause ahscesses at the injection site; this accounts for fatal
cases of sudden cardiac daath. These dlinics also offer subsequent medical care, and education
about safe injection practices to prevent these gccurrences. Last, at the pace of the needle
exchange participants, many can opt to initiate madication-assisted treatment (e.g. methadone,
buprenorphine, naltrexone} to manage their disorder and begin a path ta recovery, These
treatments are proven to show cessatian IV drug use, decreased mortality from overdose avants,
and promaote re-integratian into society on each participants’ unigue path to recovery. IV drug use
is a complex issue. Qur main concern is the health and safety of the public. We need needle
exchange clinics to help PWID regain control of their lives and reduce the rates of HIV, HCV, and
HBV in our community. If we choose to allow needie exchange clinics in Orange County, we will not
see a rise in use, but a massive return on investment. We will see a decreased burden on prisons,
decreased burden on emergency rooms, decreased mortality, and—most impartantly,an avenue far
which PWID to feel accounted.

Have you received or been promised any compensation or anything else of value, including
money or gifts, related to this public comment?

Mo

Para mayor infermacién en espaifiol, por favor llame al {407) 836-3111.

Attachments:
Miami Neadle Exchateg Clinic Article_5-13-2020 4-12-33 PM.pdf Miami Needle Exchnage
Articdle 2_5-13-2020 4-12-33 PM.pdf

peliver To: Or Mail To:

Agenda Development Office Agenda Development

County Administration Bldg. 3rd Floar, P.0. 8ex 1393

201 S, Rosalind Ave, COrlando, Fl. 32802-1393

Orlando, Fl. 32801
Or FAX:
407-836-2899
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Nate: Comments are limited to three minutes; however, the Presiding Officer may decrease the aflotment of Hime to read depending on the number of public

comments,
Teday's Date: Requested Board Date:
05/18/2020 05715720240
Requestor Name: Phone:
Alexander Gartland (919) 996-2109
Address: Email:
8613 Dufferin Lane atex.j.gartland@knights.ucf.edu
Oriando
Previcus Contact with Orange County Staff {If Any) Regarding This Matter
{Name/Department):
Flerida
Submitted By:
Alex GarHand
Comment:

My name is Alex Gartland, a 3rd year medical student at the UCF College of Medicine. Since starting
my medical training at UCF, I have spent much of my time helping coordinate community service.
efforts to benefit the greater Orlando Community. Baving worked closely with many of the
underserved groups here in Criando [ believe starting a Syringe Exchange Program is of the utmost
importance. This was where [ began to see the importance of Harm Reduction Programs, as they
dramatically alter the number of new HIV infections, help link people into care, and are economically
heneficial to the community as these programs have been shown to save lifetime costs of over
$400,000 per HIV case prevented and nearly $20,000 per each Hepatitis C case prevented. Orange
County now has the 2nd highest incidence of HIV in the State and it is time to begin combating this
growing problem, During my first two years of medical school 1 became involved in helping establish
the Chapman Skin and Would Care Clinic for the homeless in downtown Orlando. Gver the past
year we have provided care to over a hundred patients as well as working with the DOH to provide
Hepatitis A vaccinations to vulnerable pepulations. 1 am proud of the work we've accomplished but
it has openad my eyes to how much work needs to be done. I believe that within the context of the
Opioid Epidemic it is vital that we take heed of the success in Miami-Dade and follow many other
Flarida counties in beginning 2 Neadle Exchange Program here in Orange. The success of Miami's
pilot IDEA Exchange showed that this interventdon was indeed effective at reducing HIV
transmission, successfully getting program participants intoe treatment centers, and, most
impertantly, preventing the loss of life from fatal opioid overdases. As a UCF medical studant, we
are ready toc step up to the name of “Crlandc’s Hometown Team” and want to be granted to
onportunity to provide the best care we can to our community. T implore you to see that that the
opioid epidemic continues to explait the at-risk population of Orange County, and that we can
address this crisis through harm reduction intervention by aliowing for a needle exchange program
in Orange County.

Have you received or been promised any compensation or anything else of value, Including
money or gifts, related to this public comment?
MNa

Para mayor informacion en espaiiol, por favor llame al {407) 836-3111,

Attachments:

Deliver To: Or Mail To:
Agenda Development Offica Agenda Development
County Administration Bldg. 3rd Floor, P.O.Box 1392
201 S. Rosalind Ave, Orlando, Fl. 32802-1393
Orlando, Fl. 32801

Or FAX:

407-836-2899

PLEASE NOTE: Flarida has a very broad public records law (F.S. 119). This document is a pubfic record and may be disclosed to the pubiic and media at any tims,
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This form shall be used for requesting public comments that will be read before the Orange County Board of County Commissionears.

Note: Comments are limited to thres minutes; however, the Presiding Officer may decrease the alfotment of time to read depending on the number of public

comments,
Today's Date: Requested Board Date;
05/18/2020 05/19/2020
Requestor Name: Phone:
Al Rathakrishnan {407) 619-8325
Address: Email;
1554 Cranston Street avrl6@med.fsu.edu
Winter Springs, Florida, 32708

Previous Contact with Orange County Staff {H Any) Regarding This Matter
{Name/Department):

Submitted By:
Al Rathakrishnan

Comment:

The Needle Exchange Program {NEP) is a necessary and lifesaving public health measure we can
enact to save not only lives, but millions of dollars in healthcare expenses as well. Also, we often
think of "addicts’ in a negative manner, when in reality, they are actually struggling with a very real,
welfl known side effect of a certain medication. This effect can be debilitating, and anything we can
do to provide more structure can lead not enly to increased safety measures, but also access te
additional support in their journey to overcome their addiction. Since the implementation of the NEP
in certain counties it Florida, there has been a decrease in opicid-caused deaths in those counties.
The data is clear; providing a safe environment for people to exchange their needles and get safer
ones reduces the risk of death and transmission of diseases, such as HIV. A recent report showed
that the Orlando region ranks 2nd for new HIV diagnoses among large US cities. People living with
HIV can unkrowingly pass the disease on to someone else by letting sameone use a needle they
had just used. A major way to reduce new HIV diagnoses is to implemant the NEP. As a 3rd year
medgical student at the Florida State University College of Medicine rotating in Qrlando, I see how
sometimes health inequities can affect people, but also affect the healthcare system. Even now,
enduring one of the greatest pandemics the world has ever seen has shown how much healthcare
can cost, how insurance companies play a role, and the effect lack of proper equipment ¢sn have.
Opioid overdoses and new HIV infections caused from dirty needle exchanges cari be taxing on the
gystem, and result in unnecessary spending that could otherwise be used or saved. Lastly, the
stigma around being an "addict’ can start to be removed if we have accept the NEP. A classmate of
mine from high school recently passed away due to overdosing on apioids, and 1 wonder if she
would've been able to find help if the NEP was in place.

Have you received or been premised any compensation or anything ise of value, including
money or gifts, related te this public comment?
Na

Para mayor informacion en espaiicl, por faver llame al (407} 836-3111.
Attachments:

Deliver To: Or Mail To:

Agenda Developmeant Office Agenda Development
County Administration Bldg. 3rd Floor, P.0. Box 1393

201 S, Rosalind Ave. Orlande, Fl, 32802-1393

Orlando, Fl. 32801
Qr FAX:
407-836-2899

PLEASE NOTE: Flovida has a very broad public records faw (F.S. 119). This docurnent is a public recerd and may be disclosed to the public and media at any time.,
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This form shall be used for requesting public comments that will be read before the Crange County Board of County Commissioners.

Note: Comments are limited to three minutes; hoveever, the Prasiding Offficer may decrease the affotment of time to read depending on the number of public

comments,
Today's Date: Requested Board Date:
Q5/18/2020 05/19/2020
Requestor Name: Phone:
Carrie Pope (844) 234-7800
Address: Email:
522 S. Hunt Club Blvd. #412 carrie@pscfl.org
Apopka, FL 32703

Previous Contact with Orange County Staff {If Any} Regarding This Matter
{Name/Department):

Submitted By:
Carrie Pape

Cemment:

The Physicians Society of Central Flarida (PSCF) is extremely pleased to supnort the enactment of
proposed Orange County Code, Article VII, Chapter 20, pertaining to Needle and Syringe Exchange
Program in Qrange County, Florida. The Florida Medicai Association and component County Medical
Societies across the State have fong supported the adoption of needle exchange programs as a
data-driven salution for addressing the opicid crisis, lowering HIV and Hepatitis C transmission
rates, and lowering overall health care costs for treatment of this patient papulation. A wealth of
dats has been published by the Infactious Disease Elinjination Act (IDEA) Program at the University
of Miami that shows the beneficial impact that a similar program could Have on our community. One
scientific paper authored by Dr, Hanse| Tookes at the University of Miami examined the relationship
between needle exchange programs and decreases in overdose related hospitalizations and found
"a significant decrease in overdose-associated admissions among People Who Inject Opioids at a
county safety-net hospital following the implemantation of the IDEA-SSP in the setting of the
contemporary Florida overdose crisis”. Read the paper: Hospital admissions among people who
inject opioids foilowing syringe sarvices program implementation Also, according to the Centers for
Disease Contral, Syringe Exchange Programs are algso proven to be a cost-saving preventive
intervention, saving the heaithcare system ovar $400,000 for a lifetime of HIV medications, $94,000
for one course of the new Hepatitis C medications, and Jackson Memarial Hospital $11.4 millien in
healthcare costs associated with Paople Who Inject Drugs in one year (while only spending $0.8
cents per syringe). It is without hesitation that our erganization encourages the Orange County
Board of County Commissioners to adopt the Needle and Syringe Exchange Program. Carrie Pope
Managing Director Physictans Sodiety of Central Florida

Have you received or been promised any compensation or anything else of value, including
money or gifts, related te this public comment?
MO

Para mayor informacién en espaficl, por favor llame al {407} 836-2111.

Attachments:

Deliver To: Ot Mail To:

Agenda Developmant Office Agenda Development
County Administration Bldg. 3rd Floor, P.C. Box 1393

201 S, Rosalind Ave, Orlando, Fl. 32802-1393

Crlando, Fl. 32801
Or FAX:
407-836-2899

PLEASE NOTE: Floridz has a very broad public records faw (F.5. 119). This document is a public record and may be discloged to the public and media at any time.
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Note: Comments are fimited to threa minutes; however, the Presiding Officer may decrease the aflotment of time to read depending on the number of public

comments.
Today's Date: Requested Board Date:
05/18/2020 05/16/2020
Requestor Name: Phone:
Ryan Hall (407) 322-819%
Address: Email:
2500 west lake mary blvd suite 219 dr.rewhall@live.com
lake mary
Previous Contact with Orange County Staff (If Any) Regarding This Matter
{Name/Department):
Florida
Submitted By:
Ryan Hall
Comment:

I had been hoping te testify in person but due to a scheduling conflict [ was not abla to, for which I
apologizes. As the Current President of the Physician Saciety of Central Florida, I am in support of
Orange County developing a needle exchange program. Similar programs in other parts of Florida
and the country have been shown to reduce bloodborne diseases, improve over all health and
safety of the communities in which they are available, and potentially even help to reduce
substances use by fadlitating contact between people with substances abuse concerns and the
medical community eventually leading to substance use treatment, Thank you for your time and
consideration of thig public comment The following articles help to suppart these statements
1.Treatment initiztion strategies for syringe exchange referrals to methadone maintenance: A
randemized clinical trial. Drug Alcohol Depend. 2018 Jun 1;187:343-350, 2. Decreased Qdds of
Injection Risk Behavior Associated with Direct versus Indirect Use of Syringe Exchange: Evidenca
From Two California Cities.Subst Use Misuse, 2017 Jul 29;52(9):1151-1159. 3, Need!e syringe
programmes and opioid substitution therapy for preventing hepatitis C transmission in people wha
inject drugs. Cocthrane Database Syst Rev. 2017 Sep 18;5: 4. Effectiveness of structural-level
needlefsyringe programs to reduce HCV and HIV infection among people who inject drugs: a
systematic review. AIDS Behay, 2013 Nov; 17(9):2878-92.

Have you received or been promised any compensation or anything else of value, including
money or gifts, related to this public comment?
No

Para mavor informacién en espaiiel, por favor llame al (407) 836-3111.

Attachments:

Deliver To: Or Mail To:

Agenda Development Office Agenda Development
County Administration Bldg. 3rd Floar, P.0, Box 1393

201 5. Rosalind Ave, QOrlando, Fl. 32802-1393

Orlando, Fl, 32801
Or FAX:
407-835-2899

BLEASE NOTE: Florida has a very broad public recards faw (F.8. 119}, This document is a pubiic record and may be disclosed to the public and media at any time.




