
FLORIDA 

September 26, 2017 

TO: Mayor Teresa Jacobs 
-AND-
Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Ajit M. Lalchandani, County Administrator 4,'7 
SUBJECT: Open Discussion 

DISCUSSION AGENDA ITEM OCTOBER 3, 2017 

The following item has been submitted for open discussion at the October 3, 2017 Board 
meeting: 

• District 5 - Assistance for Puerto Rican citizens impacted by Hurricane Maria 

The memo related to this item is attached. 

AML/mf 

Attachment 

AJIT LALCHANDANI, County Administrator 
201 South Rosalind Avenue• Reply To: Post Office Box 139~. Orlando, Florida 32802-1393 

Telephone: 407-836-7366 • Fax: 407-836-7399 
Ajit.Lalchandani@ocfl.net 
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TO: 

CC: 

A}it Lalchandarii, :Coun11 AdminLstrafor 

Chefyl Gillepsie, Agenda Development 

Enijly Bon,illa,, Corni1Jj~sie>nerrDl$tri~t. 5:4/; 

. S.UBJEC.r: Request;tQ add DiscusiiQll Item at BCC Meeting on Oct¢bef:3, 2017 

Commiss.iQn~r ·ao11ill~·\V<mldJik~ tq tbanletbe/M.ayor for h,e,r, 1uaµy'pray~rs {Qr o.u,:.f'ellow · 
· Americans who Jive ori the islan&of Puerto Rittfin:regwds, to th_eir hw'dships due .to Hurricanes 
Irma: a~d:Maria. ;Commissioner:BoniHa and her'.hi1sbandare:.of:Puerto: Rican .descent ind.have 
m~Y faroil.Y ·alld frienqs in Puerto,Rico w~o they still hay~ no(had ~ify tjpnt~t with after 
Hutricane Matia hit the island. :r...1fany Orange Coilrtty. residents :ate in the same . .situation. 

Thete are.humfreds oftho'us~ds of Puerto Ricans living ip. the:Ceritfal Florida region: 
traditionally,. Puerto: Ricans- are. "Very 'family oriente.d, and will be more than happy and will insist 
oO: t*111gi'ti family: mefober.s who ~re :'b.ayirig hardships. Theref:ofo, On1rige Cou,hty is possibly 
looking.at a iarge migra:tioh of Puerto Ricans overthen:ext couple of months...,. possibly over· 
1 oo·,ooo. ··· · 

Commissioner B.onilla is in contact with .Congressman S:oto~s office with what federal ass1stance 
can help $0s~ migratinK toJhe maih1Md frorri Pµerto··Rico. Slie is working to ~onriect with 
many no11ptofits and. businesses to send much-needed hurricane teliefassistartceto Puerto .Rico. 

, However, sh~ wo~f9 also like to b~vea dis_cussicmwith the:Board of County Ccnn1nissioner.s 
reg?I"d~~g assist~ce t~. thq·se. who ri1ay iliigr~te ,to Orange Qotmty aue to the hurric.anes ari_(t ,who 
will be:.consideted homeless and.need help adjustingto a:newway of life .in-our county. 

CommissionefBohillais offering>to work with the Mayor in.otgan:izing-.atemporaty Advisory 
Bo?Ic:lofcommµnity'prgani~tjons, hous~s ofworship,and qther G0111111Wlity leae,lersthat h~ve a 
reach into.: the Puerto Rfcah,cominupity.to serve the·unique ne'eds·of:fello\vUS citizen:s.of-P,uerto, 
Rico:migratingto Orange County. ' 


