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Presentation to the Orange County Board of Commissioners 
Tuesday November 14,2017 

Opposition to Amendment 2017-2-S-2-6 

Good afternoon Mayor Jacobs and Commissioners: 

My name is Harry Hopkins II and I reside at 6638 Pine Island Place. I have a total 
of 15 acres situated on the north side of Long Lake and I have lived there for more 
than 60 years, likely longer than any other resident on the Lake. 

I am here today to speak in opposition of the rezoning request to the property 
described in amendment 2017-2-5-2-6 which is before you. This property abuts 
the NE corner of the intersection of Hiawassee and Clarcona-Ocoee roads. That 
intersection and the fact that is has traffic control signals is the sole reason that it 
meets the County Master Plan and therefore is being recommended for rezoning 
approval by the Planning Department. I, however, think that there are several 
things much more important that exist which require your careful consideration 
before you vote on this request. 

Number 1: This property is directly .Q.D Long Lake which is a fragile ecosystem. I 
am not here to discuss the atrocities that have befallen it over many decades. 
Suffice it to say, they have occurred and have all but caused the Lake to 
permanently die. It is currently home to at least two protected species, the 
American Bald Eagle and the gopher turtle, as well as, a vast array of wildlife to 
include osprey, ducks, migratory birds, Florida Sandhill Cranes, fish, swamp 
rabbits, fox, coyote, non-poisonous and poisonous snakes and yes, even home to 
8 to 10 free ranging peacocks at the west end of the Lake, specifically the 
property in question and its adjacent properties. Commercial development of this 
property to any degree will harm the natural balance that currently exists. It 
simply cannot take another hit! 

Number 2: The properties adjacent to Long Lake is residential with the exception 
of 2 churches located on the south side of the lake. No other commercial 
businesses are present that abut the lake shore. Obviously, from past 
development, the intended purpose of this land was residential, not commercial. 
Development of this property will require extensive modification to the current 
topography ( a 30-60 foot drop) to bring the bottom of the property to the level 
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of the adjacent intersection making this undesirable and likely cost prohibitive 
from a developer's point of view. An enormously high retention wall system 
would also be required to retain the fill. Adding this volume of fill will 
permanently modify the lake bed and alter its ability to hold runoff water, a 
principle purpose as a watershed identified to me by the County. Keep it as it is 
and retain it for its intended purpose. 

Number 3: The area surrounding Long Lake is in commercial crisis. There is no 
current or foreseeable need for additional commercially developed property in 
this area. Properties for possible commercial development have been for sale for 
20 or more years with no takers and these properties are much more desirable 
for development. Sales at the current commercial establishments such as Winn­
Dixie, Family Dollar and Walgreens stores are in decline. There have been 
numerous business changes in the strip store area next to the Winn Dixie and 
there exists a large homeless population settlement along the back wall of Winn 
Dixie. Commercial development of this corner will bring with it additional crime, 
noise and ground contamination from direct runoff into the lake, as well as, 

1 additional vehicular accidents to· an intersection that is already dangerous and 
fraught with accidents. The residents of Long Lake DO NOT need nor want this 
unnecessary change to our community. 

Subsequently, I have obtained the signatures of 24 unique property owners 
adjacent and contiguous to the property being discussed today stating that they 
too stand in opposition to this rezoning request based on the aforementioned 
reasons. I provide for your review, this petition. We implore you, as our elected 
representatives, to review and consider these points before making your decision 
today. It isn't and shouldn't always be only about increased revenue potential. 
Lastly, thank you for your time and attention to our concerns and for placing this 
statement, photographs, petition and other exhibits into the official minutes of 
this meeting. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Harry Hopkins II 
Hap.Hopkins@att.net 











LONG LAKE HOME OWNERS PETITION 

I (We) the undersigned protest the pending action and vote by the Board of 
County Commissioners (Orange County, FL) to rezone the following described 
property from residential (A-1) to Commercial (C-1): 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 

Parcel ID # - 36-21-28-0000-00-036/098/004 

BEG 94 FT E OF NW COR OF SWl/4 OF SWl/4 RUN E 206 FT N 60 FT E 140 FT S 60 
FT W 95 FT S 41 DEG W 125.8 FT S 27 DEG W 105.01 FT N 75 DEG W 121.94 FT N 
160.04 FT TO POB IN SEC 36-21-28 

I (We) oppose this rezoning request by Kevin L. Moyer based upon the following 
concerns: 

1. The negative ecological'impact any commercial development will have 
due to its contiguous proximity to Long Lake. There are no commercial 
properties located directly on the lake that would be responsible for 
any toxic or dangerous runoff. Long Lake is a sanctuary for a wide 
variety of wildlife includin'g Bald Eagles, Osprey, Florida Sandhill 
Cranes, and a variety of ducks and birds that use the lake as habitat 
and as a food source. As the lake is not spring fed, the only source of 
water for it is from direct/indirect runoff. 

2. The properties surrounding Long Lake are residential making the area 
most compatible with this intended purpose. Currently the only 
commercial properties present on the lake are the Fellowship Baptist 
Church of Pine Hills and the Christian Church Disciples of Christin 
Florida (both of these properties are located on the south shore of 
Long Lake near the intersection of Clarcona Ocoee Road and Powers 
Drive). 

3. The intersection area is in commercial decline as evidenced by the lack 
of business at the Family Dollar, Winn Dixie and Walgreens stores. The 
commercially developed strip mall located due west of the intersection 



of Hiawassee and Clarcona Ocoee Roads is currently not fully leased 
out and an additional property located on the north side of Clarcona 
Ocoee Road due just west of the strip mall property (approximately 6 
acres zoned A-1 but suitable for commercial development) is available 
and has been available for many years, without sale. Therefore, there 
exists no current or future need to rezone the above described 
property to C-1. 

PETITIONERS: 

Print Name Address 
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Amy, 

My name is Harry Hopkins II and I live at 6638 Pine Island Place 3281 O and also own the 
adjacent property 6634 Pine Island Place 32810. The two properties total 15 acres and I have 

. lived on these properties for over 60 years. I recently became aware of a request to rezone 
approximately 2 acres on the NE corner of the intersection of Clarcona-Ocoee Road and 
Hiawassee Road from A-1 to C-1. 

As a long-time resident, I am opppsed to this request because I have seen many detrimental 
county actions taken on Long Lake and it's surrounding area over the years dating back to the 
early 60's. For example, the installation of pumps for the removal of water from the lake 
because houses were allowed to be constructed below the 100 year flood plain on the east end. 
I built my home at 6638 in 1986 and was required to build above it as should they. The result has 
been decades of lower than normal lake levels ... sometimes resulting in reducing it to a marsh. 
The property involved in the rezoning request is partially in the lake bed and should not be 
allowed to be developed. 

The extension of Hiawassee Road to the north split the lake bed and led to the installation of a 
deep well just north of this property. Shortly after installation, the lake level dropped sharply 
again negatively impacting the ecosystem. 

The property in question drops more than 60 feet from the road level to its base level which 
would require extensive fill and modification to the property in order to make it usable and 
accessible from Clarcona-Ocoee and Hiawassee roads. This requirement will further damage 
the lake by restricting its ability to hold water. It, I was told by County officials, is a huge 
watershed for the area which is why, they claim, the lake needs to be kept lower than normal 
although this is unnecessary. 

There already exists more than enough retail commercial properties at or adjacent to this 
property intersection. Currently, there are nine occupied commercial businesses, one available 
commercial space, and several available properties due west of the Winn Dixie property which 
are more suitable for commercial development in terms of their layout and elevation. 

I travel through this intersection several times daily and see absolutely no need for additional 
commercial businesses especially a convenience type store or gas station. I would ask that you · 
travel again to the property and re-evaluate this case. 

Other additional impacts have occurred throughout the years including the drainage fiasco from 
poor engineering relating to the paving of Pine Hills Road north of Clarcona-Ocoee Road to 
Beggs Road. Other things such as Bray's dump near the east end of the lake (Pine Hills Road) no 
doubt polluted it as everything from school buses to paint to acid batteries were dumped there 
for many years. The property is now and has been available for development. I can't imagine 

why this is okay ... 



In closing, I would ask that you submit this letter of opposition to the rezoning request (case 

number 2017-2-S-2-6) and that it be officially included in the minutes of tomorrow's meeting (10-

19-2017 9am) to discuss said request as I am unable to attend. 

I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Sincerely, 

Harry Hopkins II 
6638 Pine Island Place 

Orlando. FL 3281 O 
Phone: 407-493-2231 
Email: Hap.Hopkins@att.net 

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S7 edge, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone 



Amy, 
Thank you for calling and discussing this case with me. I appreciate your time and information. One 
thing you said sparked something which had to do with the individual who owns the property not 
being able to sell it for residential use. In the many times I have passed by this property, I have never 
seen a for sale sign posted. Do you have any'proof that he has even tried to sell it? If not, I am not 
sure why he is claiming that as a reason ... just food for thought. 

Blessings, 

Harry Hopkins II 

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S7 edge, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone 
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Subject: Not in favor of "Amending Future Land use" for parcel ID(s) 
36-21-28-00000-00-036/098/004 
From: USC <usc@udaycorp.com> 
Date: 10/15/2017 11:52 AM 

11/13/2017 4:06 Pi'V 

To: amy.bradbury@ocfl.net, danalee.petyk@ocfl.net, Vaibhav Shukla <vaidshukla@gmail.com> 
BCC: Vaibhav Shukla <cooljoe30@yahoo.com> 

Date: October 15, 2017 

Dear Case Planners, 

I am not in favor of "Amending Future Land use" for parcel ID(s) 
36-21-28-00000-00-036/098/004 of 2.07 gross acres located at 6945, 6901, 6867 as 
described in the attached. 

Pardon me for not being able to attend the hearing in person due to circumstances beyond 
my control. Please reach me by email or my mailing address for any questions or concerns. 

Best Regards, 

Uday Shukla 
usc@UdayCorp.com 
POB 681822 Orlando FL 32868 

To.amy.bradbury@ocfl.net, danalee.petyk@ocfl.net 
cc. Vaibhav Shukla <vaidshukla@gmail.com> 

Attached: Future Land use Amend request for 36-21-28-00000-00-036-098-004 

-Attachments:-----------------------------------------

Future Land use Amend request for 36-21-28-00000-00-036-098-004.PDF 499 KB 

Not in favor of ·~mending Future Land use" for parcel ID(s) 36-21 ... mailbox:///C:/Users/a/ AppData/Roaming/Thunderbird/Profili 



Greetings. I hope all is well with you and ypurs! Mary, I have some permitting questions and 
figured you'd be able to point me in the rig~t direction. 

Back in the day (probably between 1980 and no later than late 1986) my husband Bill, working 
for SJRWMD, handled the field work for a proposed development situated in the NE quadrant of 
the intersection of Clarcona-Ocoee and Hiawassee Roads in NW Orange County. He recalled 
that the agent was Harling, Locklin & Associates. The original proposal included a 
road/homesites situated below the 100-year flood elevation and definitely within what was the 
historical extent of Long Lake. He recommended the project for approval but only after that road 
and its attendant development was remov¢d from the proposal. In addition, the undeveloped 
section was to have been placed into a conservation/drafnage easement. I'm not aware of the 
specific verbiage. 

He remembers thi~ because we ultimately'.purchased a lot at the edge of the development, 
overlooking what would've been another row of homes but in fact is undeveloped and (still) 
below the 100-year flood elevation. Our hqme is situated well above that elevation, both 
horizontally and vertically) on the north siqe of Long Lake. Subsequent development and 
expansion of Hiawassee effectively severed the westernmost historical extension of Long Lake. 
I suspect groundwater withdrawals have led to the shrinking of the lake over many years (until 
Irma arrived and we found ourselves with a lakefront lot again. 

When Hiawassee was expanded (15-20 ye:ars ago), Orange County built a stormwater pond 
immediately adjacent to, and east of Hiaw~ssee. I'm assuming, based on its location, that said ,. 
pond was installed below the 100-year flood elevation. 

Sometime in the SO's, then-DER issued a dredge and fill permit to Stephen O'Dowd for some work 
in what I believe is the same developmenttfor which Bill handled the field review for St. Johns 
River WMD. That D/F permit was issued ~ few years before we purchased our lot in 1988 and 
built a home, because many homes alrea9y were in place when we first visited the 
neighborhood, known as Willow Creek. D~n't ask me how I remember O'Dowd's name out of 
hundreds I saw over the years! I don't hav~ numbers of either the SJRWMD or DER permits, nor . . 

do I have a lat/long or GPS information. Is there any chance that the WMD permit can be 
tracked down with no other information than a span of years in which the permit probably was 
issued, the name of the agent and the (prqbable) name of the applicant? To whom should I 
address my plea for help in this regard? 

There's more. Two parcels (approx 2 acres) with one (new) owner are situated in the NE corner 
of the Clarcona/Hiawassee intersection. ~urrently identified as "Low Density Residential" (and 
containing two small, old, unoccupied homes) on the Future Land Use Map, the owner has 
applied to the county for a FLUM change ~o Commercial, and rezoning from A-1 (Citrus Rural 
District) to C-1 (Retail Commercial District). The applicant indicated at a community meeting . 
that he thinks a convenience store would be "good for the neighborhood." Yeah, right. Some of 



the Willow Creek residents {including me) are concerned that a convenience store will bring even 
more traffic to an already-dangerous interdection. (I can hear collisions from inside my home). 

\ ' I 

i 

I am well aware that the WMD has no invol~ement in zoning decisions! However, I would 
appreciate some insight as to any concern'.s the District would address when reviewing a permit 
application for site development. Becaus~ C-1 zoning includes a variety of options, my 
neighbors and I have no idea how the site {VllGHT be developed, assuming the Board of County 
Commission approves the rezoning (whicH already was recommended by the Planning and 
Zoning folks on October 19). This propertt is steeply sloped down from both Clarcona-Ocoee 
and Hiawassee. The elevation difference ias increased when both roads were widened and 
improved years ago. I would estimate tha~ the difference in the elevation between the roads and 
the lowest point of the property in questio~ is 15 feet. I also suspect that at least a portion of 
the property is at an elevation below the 1 ~0-year flood line. It's conceivable that a portion of the 
site contains jurisdictional wetlands basetj on soils and/or vegetation. In general, how does the 
District view the placement of fill in an are~ which lies within a floodplain and which, in fact, has 
flooded on a few occasions in the past 25 /years? I'm aware of only one outlet from Long Lake 
which flows under Beggs Road (west of Pihe Hills Road) and eventually to the Little Wekiva at an 
unknown location. ! 

Developing this particular parcel for any type of commercial development would require an 
inordinate amount of fill to bring the site up to the grade of the roads, creation of a stormwater 
system and impervious surfaces representing parking and a structure or structures. I do not 

I 

expect you or anyone at the WMD to offer ~pecific observations for what remains a hypothetical 
situation in terms of future development. ~ut (having answered many "hypothetical questions" 
with "hypothetical answers" myself) I don'~ think it is an unreasonable request to obtain some 
insight as to the concerns the District has ~hen reviewing ANY applications involving the 
placement of fill material within the 100-y~ar floodplain of a lake. 

1 

If these two subjects (obtaining a copy of bn ancient permit, and receiving feedback regarding 
filling in floodplains) is outside your purvi~w. I'd be most grateful if you'd direct my 
communication to the appropriate staff. {Vlany thanks! 

Barbara Bess 
blfbess@cfl.rr.com 
407-748-4057 (c) 

The Parcel ID: 36-21-28-0000-00-036/-98/i004 
Location: 6945, 6901. 6867 Clarcona Ocoke Road 
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Commissioner Bryan Nelson 
201 S. Rosalind Ave., 5th Floor 
Orlando, FL 32801 

RE: Proposed Rezoning 
Hiawassee Road/Clarcona-Ocoee Road 
Case# 2017-2-S-2-6/RZ-17-10-029 

Dear Commissioner Nelson: 

5843 Groveline Drive 
Orlando, FL 32810-5028 
November 9, 2017 

On Tuesday, November 14, I urge you to vote against the proposed rezoning of the subject parcels listed above. 
I've attached a copy of a handwritten letter - dated October 16 - that I sent to Amy Bradbury in the Planning 
Division. (It arrived a day after the planning and zoning commission voted to approve the rezoning). You can read 
my comments for yourself. Allow me to restate them in an easier to read format. (I have not simply rewritten the 
original letter). 

Stormwater treatment/Filling: How can it be provided on such a small piece ofland, assuming that paved parking 
must be provided in addition to the impervious surface( s) of any structures? At least a portion of that site 
undoubtedly is situated below the 100-year flood elevation and its southernmost edge is steeply sloped down from 
Clarcona-Ocoee. Filling to provide adequate level ground for development as well as a stormwater pond surely 
must require placement of fill within the 100-year floodplain. Is this wise, especially considering the amount of rain 
dropped on the area by Irma? Long Lake has regained much of its historic extent as a result of that rain. 
Please be aware of this when you reach your decision and do not simply kick that can down the road, assuming the 
St. Johns River Water Management District will be making that review during its permitting process. 

Property Values: My husband and I have lived in our home (which we own) since November, 1988. Another 
neighbor has lived near us for nearly 28 years. Others have resided on Groveline Drive for 10 or more years. Our 
homes will be the largest investments we ever make. The Winn Dixie, MobiV7-11 convenience store, Walgreens, 
and Family Dollar, all of which arrived after we moved in, and after the neighborhood was completed, have not 
enhanced our enjoyment of our yards and homes and are unlikely to have enhanced our property values. Yet 
another convenience store will further degrade the value and enjoyment of our homes. This MATTERS to us, 
Commissioner - very much! 

Good for the Area? Kevin L. Moyer is the current owner of the property in question. He purchased it 
approximately 5 years ago, I believe. He stated at the community meeting held September 6 at Lake Gem 
Elementary Schooi that he thinks a convenience store would be "good for the area." Really? I live "in the area" 
and I and my neighbors certainly don't think another convenience store is a good idea. According to Bizapedia, Mr. 
Moyer is associated with at least a half-dozen companies located in Winter Garden, some of which are realty or 
tax/accounting businesses. Of course Mr. Moyer would think a convenience store is a good idea because he doesn't 
live anywhere near the intersection at which the subject property is located; he won't be affected by the increased 
traffic caused by a convenience store and the enjoyment of his home undoubtedly wouldn't be the least bit impacted 
by the construction or continuing operation of a convenience store. Furthermore, the proximity of the existing 
stores, all of which generate plenty of quick in-and-out traffic, would suggest that yet another convenience store is 
superfluous. 

Wildlife: Are there any gopher tortoises onsite? The two existing homes represent small footprints on the property. 
The filling and addition of impervious surfaces associated with a convenience store and parking lot might require the 
relocation of this threatened species. According to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission website: 
"Gopher tortoises are a threatened wildlife species and are protected by state law, Chapter 68A-27, Florida 
Administrative Code. Gopher tortoises must be relocated before any land clearing or development takes place, and 
property owners must obtain permits from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission before they can 



Rezoning Letter to Commissioner Nelson 
November 9, 2017 
Page2 

move them. For more information about permitting guidelines or the laws protecting gopher tortoises please contact 
the gopher tortoise biologist in your region." (We have at least one gopher tortoise on our property). 

Traffic: Commissioner, I can hear vehicles colliding even when inside my home, and brakes squealing at all hours 
when outside. The intersection ofClarcona-Ocoee and Hiawassee Roads already is dangerous, particularly during 
rush hours. There are four lanes for through traffic and a left turn lane on both those roads ( covering the four 
directions). An entrance to the subject site probably would be installed on Clarcona-Ocoee, right in the middle of 
traffic that backs up during rush hours. Some of those exiting a convenience store undoubtedly would attempt to 
cross both westbound through lanes to reach the leftbound/southbound turn lane. That turn lane already is 
problematic because vehicles wishing to enter the back Walgreens entrance or the 7-11/Mobil enter that lane, stop 
well back from the traffic light and wait for eastbound traffic to clear before making their turns. Those wishing to 
actually make left turns onto Hiawassee find themselves backed up behind the vehicles turning into the businesses 
mentioned. I know this because I see it every time I drive home during rush hour. The only existing entrance/exit 
for this property is situated on the east side of Hiawassee Road, no more than 100 feet (and probably less) north of 
that intersection. Vehicles traveling north on Hiawassee regularly go over the speed limit to get through the 
intersection before the light turns red. Any vehicle exiting the property (assuming it is commercially developed) 
would be at risk of being hit by those northbound vehicles. Would some type of median be installed to prevent 
vehicles leaving the site from turning left/southbound onto Hiawassee? If not, the eastbound/left turn lane on 
Hiawassee would become an accident waiting to happen ... 

Commercial Development: Let us assume that the Board of County Commissioners approves the rezoning of this 
property from residential to commercial. I would strongly object to the site being used for anything resembling a 
convenience store. We have not slept with our bedroom windows open (except following Irma) since Winn Dixie 
was constructed in the 1990s as a result of the numerous large, tall parking lot lights which are not hooded and stay 
on all night. A convenience store would only add more lights - and noise, blowing trash, loud music, loud 
arguments, etc. IF the site is rezoned, please let its use be restricted to businesses that generate far less traffic than a 
convenience store ( e.g., office/professional space) and low level lights. 

Commissioner, Winn Dixie, Family Dollar and the 7-11/Mobil have not been good neighbors. Shootings have 
occurred in the Winn Dixie parking lot, refrigerated semis for years were allowed to park overnight in that lot, steel 
drummers have played for hours on end in front of the store, etc. None of the three mentioned businesses put much 
effort into policing their parking lots to remove trash left behind by customers (which often blows across Hiawassee 
and accumulates on the fence on the east side of the road) and the bass from loud sound systems in the vehicles of 
customers - and backed up traffic at the intersection - sometimes shakes the dishes in my kitchen cupboards. 

Please don't allow this area to become what already has befallen Pine Hills -- disinterested landlords, poorly 
maintained properties, lower quality businesses and lots of traffic with little concern for the long-time homeowners 
who have a far greater interest and investment in their communities than any convenience store owner. 

Yours truly, 

Barbara Bess 




