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HARRISBURG,Pa.—The
mostcloselywatchedattempt
by Republicans to examine
the2020presidentialelection
in a battleground state lost
by former PresidentDonald
TrumpcametoanendFriday
in Arizona, but their efforts
arecrankingupelsewhere.
The most recent is in

Republican-controlledTexas,
where thesecretaryof state’s
officehasannounced itwould
conduct a “full and compre-
hensiveforensicaudit”ofthe
2020 election in four heavily
populatedcounties.
These reviews go by vari-

ousnames:“audits”or“inves-
tigations,” sometimes with
theword“forensic”attached.
But their scope is not

always well-defined or
understood, and critics say
they really have one goal: to
validate Trump’s baseless
claimsthatwidespreadfraud
costhimtheelection,regard-
lessofwhatthereviewsmight
find.
None of the reviews can

change the fact that Joe
Biden won the presidency.
His victory was certified
by officials in each of the
swing states hewon and by
Congress on Jan. 6 — after
Trump’s supporters, fueled
bythesamefalsechargesthat
generatedtheaudits,stormed
theCapitol to try to prevent
theelectoralcertification.
Nevertheless,Republicans

have sought the reviews in
Arizona,Michigan, Pennsyl-
vania and Wisconsin — all
battlegrounds lostbyTrump.
The latest is Texas, where
Trumphad a 5.5 percentage
pointmarginofvictory.
Auditing efforts have

occasionally played out on
a smaller scale, such as in
Fulton County, Georgia,
which includesAtlanta, indi-
vidual counties in Pennsyl-
vania andMichigan, and in a
state legislative race inNew
Hampshire.
In practically every case,

the reviews were launched
under pressure fromTrump
and his allies to carry out an
Arizona-style investigation
into ballots, votingmachines
and voter rolls for evidence
of fraud to legitimize claims
that have universally been
debunked.
InWisconsin, one review

is being conducted by the
highlyrespected,nonpartisan
LegislativeAuditBureau.The
other,orderedbyRepublican
Assembly Speaker Robin
Vos, is being led by a retired
Wisconsin Supreme Court
justice, a conservative who
told Trump supporters in
November the election had
beenstolen.
In Pennsylvania, Repub-

licans are retrenching after
counties in July rebuffed a
sweeping demand for voting

machines, ballots, computer
logsandmore.
Thequeststounearthelec-

tionfraudhavenotresembled
the kind of audits that are
widely recognized as legit-
imate by the professional
auditingcommunity.
InArizona,electionexperts

cited numerous flaws with
the review, frombiased and
inexperiencedcontractors to
conspiracy-chasing funders
andbizarre,unreliablemeth-
ods.
Democrats say Republi-

cansare simplyperpetuating
Trump’s “big lie” of baseless
claims about election fraud.
They say those claims have
eroded confidence in elec-
tionsandthatRepublicansare
onamissiontoseizepowerby
takingawayvotingrightsand
underminingbothdemocracy

andelections.
Auditsalsomustbeviewed

as independent. But in these
cases, they are being pushed
by one political party and, in
Arizona,theeffortwasfunded
almost entirely by donations
fromTrumpsupporterswho
have promoted conspiracy
theories surrounding the
election.
There also are security

concerns about granting
accesstoelectionequipment.
Voting systems that pass

anti-tamperingtestsarecerti-
fied by states, which have
chain-of-custody laws that
dictate votingmachine secu-
rityandaccess.TheU.S.Elec-
tionAssistanceCommission
accredits labs to test voting
machinesandprovidesguid-
ancetostatesonhowtomain-
tain a chain of custody over

votingsystems.
The audit in Arizona’s

Maricopa County, pushed
by Republicans in the state
Senate, ended Friday with
a whimper. The six-month
process concluded with a
report that presented no
evidence to supportTrump’s
claimof a stolenelectionand
ended up validating Biden’s
win in the state’smost popu-
louscounty.
The review had been

widely criticized — even by
someRepublicans—asbeing
riddledwithbias and incom-
petence.
InNewHampshire,where

auditorsinvestigateddiscrep-
ancies in a state legislative
raceat thebehestof lawmak-
ers from both parties, the
audit found no evidence of
fraud or bias. It concluded

thatmiscountsinalegislative
racewereprimarilycausedby
thewayabsenteeballotswere
folded.
Nevertheless, it drew the

attention of Trump and his
allieswhowere grasping for
ways to support their false
claims about the 2020 elec-
tion.InMichigan,GOPlegis-
lative leaders resisted calls
for an Arizona-style “audit.”
They instead empaneled a
GOP-led Senate committee
thatheldhearingsonallega-
tions,reviewedthousandsof
pages of subpoenaed docu-
mentsandproducedareport
that found no evidence
of widespread or system-
atic fraud. It didn’t mollify
Trump. The former pres-
ident continues to pres-
sure lawmakers for another
review.

Other recounts inworks after Ariz.

Contractors working for Cyber Ninjas examine and recount 2020 Maricopa County ballots May 6 in Phoenix. The review ended Friday without producing proof to
support former President Donald Trump’s false claims of a stolen election. MATT YORK/AP

Dems accuse GOP
of just perpetuating
Trump’s false claims
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Have SEX Again!
NO MEDICATION! NO SURGERY!

NO NEEDLES! NO PAIN!

TREATYOURERECTILEDYSFUNCTIONNOW!

At Peak Performance for Men, our Professional Medical Staff
and ED Specialist treat the root cause of erectile dysfunction,
not just the symptoms. Over 80% of men receiving our treatment
experience long-term improvement in sexual performance.
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ORANGE COUNTY
NOTICE OF

PUBLIC HEARING
The Orange County Board of County Commissioners

(BCC) will conduct a public hearing on Tuesday,

October 12, 2021 at 2:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter

as possible, in the County Commission Chambers,

First Floor, County Administration Center, 201 South

Rosalind Avenue, Orlando, Florida, regarding the

following proposed matter:

Consideration: First Amendment to Joint Planning

Area Interlocal Agreement between Orange County and

the City of Mount Dora.

You may examine the notice and the proposed plan

at the office of the Comptroller Clerk of the Board of

County Commissioners, 201 South Rosalind Avenue,

Fourth Floor, Orlando, Florida, between 8:00 a.m. and

5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING

THIS NOTICE, PLEASE CONTACT THE ORANGE

COUNTY PLANNING DIVISION, 407-836-5600,

Email: planning@ocfl.net

PARA MÁS INFORMACION, REFERENTE A

ESTA VISTA PUBLICA CON RESPECTO UNA

AUDENCIA PUBLICA SOBRE PROPIEDAD EN SU

AREA/VECINIDAD, FAVOR COMUNICARSE CON

LA DIVISION DE PLANIFICACION, AL NUMBERO,

407-836-5600.

If you wish to appeal any decision made by the Board

of County Commissioners at this meeting you will need

a record of the proceedings. You should ensure that

a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which

record includes the testimony and evidence upon which

the appeal is to be based.

If you require special accommodations under the

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, please call

407-836-5631 no later than two business days prior

to the hearing for assistance. Si usted requiere ayuda

especial bajo la ley de Americanos con Incapacidades

de 1990, por favor llame al 407-836-3111.

Phil Diamond, County Comptroller

As Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners

Orange County, Florida

Certify: First Amendment to Joint Planning Area

Interlocal Agreement between Orange

County and the City of Mount Dora

Listen to our top news
stories for free.
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